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Review of Past Discussions. 


If it be lawful to do good on the Sabbath day, I shall need no 
justification, and shall therefore plead no excuse, for intreating 
the earnest and close attention of every individual into whose 
hands these Sheets may fall, to the clear, simple, and 1 hope 
satisfactory Statement which they contain. Ihave prepared it in 
such intervals as I could snatch from daties already too weighty 
and too embarrassing for any single person, and I have chosen to 
address the Public in my own name, because it is confined toa 
vindiection of my own reputation, [have for the same reason 
separated it from the generat matter and desultory controversies 
of the Catcutra Journat, for the purpose of bringing the whole 
question at onceunder review, without taking the large space 
it would necossarily occapy, from the regular pages of the Daily 
Newspaper. I have preferred issuing it on this day, Sunday, 
also, that it might not be considered as one of the ordinary Jour- 
NALS of the Week, and that itmay claim amore close and at- 
tentive perusal amid the leisure of such a day, by all who think it 
a daty to examine and judge for themselves, before they joinin the 
interested clamour of a few unknown Individusls, and at their 
bare suggestion stamp an honest name with infamy, 





I ask only a calm and pA&tient hearing, and shall leave 
the result tothe Verdict of the pure and hovorable hearts that ani- 
mate the bosoms of my friends, my associates, my supporters, and 
my fellow countrsmen. My enemics [may confonud and pat to 
deserved shame, though [cannot hope cither to silence or con- 
vince then, ButT enter the field against them all, with a single 
lance, secure in that triple armour with which Innocence and 
Justice clothes all who fight ander their banners. 


I had orizinally commenced this Defence in the hope of 
being able to include it within the Asiatic Sheets of a single 
JouRNAL, but observing the matter to grow under my hand, ontil 
it attained its present expanded limits, I find it necessary to 
form it into this separate Publication. I shall, however, give 
the Introductory paragraphs exactly as they were originally writ- 
ten, having no desire to alter a single phrase, or break the sim- 
ple and consecutive order in which the sabject opens and is con- 
tinued. TI enter therefore at once on the task. 





When the Joun Butt contained, day after day, whole pages 
full of reiterated accusations against me, I selected from among 
them such as appeared to me to deserve any attention, for the 
purpose of refutation. It was then urged, that such assertions as 
I neither noticed nor denied, were admitted by me to be true ; 
and hence it was said that I confessed myself to have pre- 
tended toa knowledge of Greek withoat understanding its al- 
phabet;—that I professed to have enjoyed Mr. Burckhardt’s 
friendship up tethe day of his death, tho’ I knew he had used 
every means toconvinte me to the contrary ;—that I had con- 
fessed to have been guilty of a breach of trust to Briggs and Co. 
and of ingratitude to one who had helped me in distress, &c. &c.— 
all of which are as gross untruths as ever were uttered, and nothing 
but the most artful malignity could ever wrest such a construction 
from my silence. I was not so weak as to imagine that there 
were any menin this Society, whose opinions were worth any thing, 
that would consider a thing proved merely becaase an anonymous 
writer in ahostile Paper asserted it to be so: [bad ahigher respect 
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for their sense and justice, and I believed that they would credit 
nothing against me from such a source that was not proved by 
something more than the ipse dixit of men who had been called on 
to come out and shew their claims tocredit, but were either afraid 
or ashamed to answer thateall, It was for this reason principally 
that I did not condescend to answer fifty things that were said, but 
only said, because I left it to the common sense and justice of 
the world to see that they rested on no foundation, and were not 
worth attention, Another reason, and a very powerful one, for 
my netrepublishing all that the BuLt contained, for the purpose of 
refuting it, was the utter impossibility of doing this without ex- 
cluding every other topic from my JouRNAL, 60 as to change its cha» 
racter from a Newspaper into a mere vehicle of personal Debate: 
and as I receive support for something more than this, it would 
have been at once aninsult to, and a fraud upon, my Subscribers, 
to have called on them day after day, and week after week, to read 
and pay me for this single commodity, in lieu of the novelty 
and variety which IT am bound to furnish them for their Sub- 
scription. Tam exceedingly glad that I had the penetration to 
make this decision, for it has perhaps saved me from the extensive 
injary which I must have sustained, by wearying or disgusting 
those whom itis my object and my duty as a Pablic Journalist 
to please, 


Now, however, that some breathing time has been allowed to 
the world, and that persons may be conceived to have recovered 
in a slight degree from the din and confusion into which it was one 
great object of my Accusers to steep the bewildered attention of 
those before whom they poured out those floods and torrents of 
calumny, invective, and denunciation, by which they songht 
to overwhelm me, I may return to a sebject brought with- 
in practicable limits, and as long as those limits are not unrea- 
sonably extended, I shall have no objection to give up a portion 
ofmy time and space to their consideration, when any thing new 
orimportant is started that may seem to require refutation. I shall 
still however rely on the good sense of my readers to excuse my 
going for the 5th or 6th time over matters disproved long ago, 
andin return I shall do my best neither to weary their pati- 
ence, nor introde too largely on the space that should be given 
to other subjects. 


I have been expecting, for some days past, the separate pub- 
lication of the Letters of the Frienp oF. Bankes, which seemed to 
have been promised to be sent out in a Volume:—and I had 
hoped’ that before this, I should have seen an Abstract of the 
Facts supposed to have been proved, with the grounds of proof 
attached, so that I might know to what my Enemies expectedme 
to reply. This not having yet appeared (at least as far as I 
am aware), I suppose the design is abandoned: and though it can 
hardly be considered my duty to draw up such an Abstract myself, 
for the purpose of goirfg over the whole ground again, yet, as far 
as [remember the chief points alleged, and the explanations given, 
T am willing to give them a Recapitalation, for the purpose of 
shewing the Pablic of India how they have been attempted to 
beimposed on by my Accusers; for the number, if any, who 
have been really deceived by their bold yet shallow pretences 
must be very few indeed. 


In order to assist the Reader in the classification of the se. 
veral charges that bave been advanced—some of which have been 
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subsequently abandoned, while others are still persisted in,—I[ 
shall piace them conspicuous!y ander their several distinet heads. 


I.—MOST ARTFUL OF ADVENTURERS. 


Ist.—TIt was asserted that Mr. Buckingham was “the most 
artful of adventurers.” This was subsequently explained by say- 
ing that “an adventarer” was merely a man who went abroad to 
seek his fortane without any particular object, and that it was 
absurd and ridiculous to make such a noise about so unmeaning 
@ term:—an explanation qaite as satisfactory as that of the Sig- 
natore, which said that a man micht consider himse!f as numbered 
among the Friends of any particular person whose cause he chose 
to espouse! 


Ifl.—_SCENE OF FALSEHOOD AND INIQUITY. 


2nd.—I: was asserted that a “ seene of falsehood and iniquity 
would be displayed which should disgust every man of hosorable 
feeling.” This was explained by saying that falsehood and iniquity 
must rest somewhere, and as Mr, Bankes was a man of rank and 
fortane,it would be wrong to suepect him ; therefore the falsehood 
and iniquity mast be on Mr. Bockingham’s shoulders ! 








Ilfl.—GENUINENESS OF MR. BANKES'S LETTERS. 


3rd.—It was asserted that the pretended Letters of Mr. 
Bankes, on the evidence of which his accusations were disnrev- 
ed, might not be genuine; and also, that sapposing them to he 
a0, they were only Extracts. This was answered by inviting the 
writer or any one else, to come and inspect the Letters for him- 
self. and read the whole of them; butno one came. Both these 
points, however, were ultimately yielded te me as untenable by 
those who had advanced them. 


IV.—THIRD VISIT TO GERASH. 


4th.—It was asserted that “ Mr. Buckinzham had never been 
a third time to Gerash, and that no traces of sach third visit were 
to be found in his Book.” Both these charges were rebutted, 
the first by the living evidence of a Gentleman in Caleutta, who 
had seen and conversed with the Guide who accompanied me 
there alone ;* and the second by a reference to the Preface of the 
Book itself, where the third visit was distinetly mentioned. 
Both these points were also abandoned, like all the former ones, 
as untenable, and accordingly given up. 


V.—NOTES ON ADJELOON. 

Sth.—It was next asserted that the statement contained in 
Mr. Bankes’s Letter, of his having seen Mr. Backingham’s 
Notes on Adjeloon, could not have been true; as they could not 
have met any where between the 14th of March, the time of our 
separation, and the 12th of April, the date of the Letter in 
which this statement was contained. To this I replied by 
mentioning the date of the third Journey to Jerash, as the 
7th of March; the date of our meeting at Damascus, when 





* The following is a Copy of the Note in question, the Original of 
which may be seen at my House, by any one desiring it. 


4 past 4, Wednesday Afternoon, November 20, 1822. 
Dear BecktncHam, 


Thave this moment received your Note, and will be 
happy to give such confirmation as lies in my power to vour having paid 
a vicit te the ruins of Gerash subsequent to those made in company 
with Mr, Bankes. 


The Son of vonr Guide, who was a Christian Arab at Nazareth, shew. 
ed me a written Character which von had giveuw his Father at Damasens, 
after having performed the jonrney across the Jordan alone; and my 
recollection serves ma perfectly in your describing in that Document the 
safety of the ronte from Nezareth to Damascus by the wav of Gerash 
when you passed as asingle Traveller, L afterwards met vour Guide at 
Aleppo, who often adverted to the same joarney, ami you may mike any 
reference vou please regarding the authenticity of this statement to 
Your’s very faithfully, 

R. w, 
(The Writer of this Letter, and the hand-writing, are known amen 
others to Messrs. Colvin and Co. of this City, so that there can ve no 
difficulty in proving its authenticty.) 
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Mr. Bankes read all the Notes onthat place. as the sad of 


Mare»; and the date of the Letter alladigz to this meetinz. as 
the 12th of April, 


I give herean Extract"¥rom my Manuscript 
Notes of March 22 and 23, the Original of which may be seen 
with me. The Letter of April 12, referring to this, 1 shall in- 
troduce in its proper place. 


** Damascus, March 22, (1816.) Thursday.—At day light, I was aceom. 
panied toan excellent Bath by one of the Servants of the Convent, and:e. 
mained therein the delightful enjoyment which it afford: d until nearly noon, 
This Bath is called the Bath of Mask, and belongs te the family of Ahmed 
Bey, a family which has farnished more Pashas than any other throngh. 
out all Turkey in Enrape or in Asia, As that family is however now 
comparatively poor, and great funds are necessary to support an appear. 
ance correspondeut to its nobility, the palaces, gardens, baths, &. be. 
longing to ét are many of them appropriated to public nse, of which this 
is aninstanee.. The interior arrangement of the Establishment was su. 
perior toany thing I had seen ia Egypt, and my pleasure was extreme. 
ly great. 

On mv return T was visited by several Christian Merchants, and 
by Dr. Chahocean, an old French Gentleman, nearly eighty vears of age, 
and now quite deaf, with his interpreter, Ibrahim, who was equally as 
old and as deaf as him-elf. This man had been more than fifty years 
in the Levant, at Constantinople, Cairo, Alepno, Damasens, and yet could 
speak noother lanenage than French, and understood Italian bat imper- 
fectly. His manners toward me were extremely kind, and T was enter. 
tained by a thonsand aneed tes of the travellers who had passed this 


. way, particularly Mr. Browne, Pedro Nannes or Ali Bey el Abassi, a 


Spaniard, several Frenchmen, and Dr Seitzen and Sheik Ibrahim. all of 
whom had been personally known tobim. He had known also Mr, 
Bruce (the Abvssianian) at Cairo, and Mr. Volney at Acre, and though he 
praised the work of the latter on Egypt, he said that all he has written 
on Svria was done in a Maronite Convent, for that he had searcely seen 
any part of the country; our interview lasted nearly two hours, and was 
followed by an invitation to his house, ‘ 

On enquiring if any news had been received of Mr. Bankes, 
T learnt that he had been for the last 20 days with Lady Stanhope 
at the Convent of Mar Elias, near Seyda, and thatit was thought 
he would visit Baalheck and Palmyra from thence, and take Da. 
masens in his return to the coast. The portion of my effects, 
whieh I had thonght it imnrndent te take with me in my at. 
tempt,to force a passace tp the eastward from Karak, such as a watch, 
a sword, the notes of my vovage from Egypt to Syria, and jouraies in 
Palestine, &c. with my Letter of Credit on Mr, Barker, and other 
paners, were left with Mr. Bankes at Nazareth, to be taken by 
him to Domasens or Aleppo as circomstances might direct, as in 
the event of my being forced back, which had really happened, these 
things would still he of use to me. Finding myself therefore now at 
this place withont money oreredit, and therefore fettered in all my 
movement’, I dispatched a messenger on foot to Sevda, witha Letter 
to Mr. Bankes, informing him of my situation, and directing it to be 
opened by Lady Stanhone, in the event of his having departed from 
thence to the Northward. The messenger departed soon after noon, 
under the promise of returning in five days, and the price stipulated to 
be paid him, was twenty piastres or abont 34 Svanish dollars. My even. 
ing was passed with the Friars in hearing the miseries of their situation, 
and the ernel treatment of the Turks towards them, though as far as I 
conld perceive they enjoved an enviable degree of comfort, ina large 
establishment wich gardens, courts, terraces, and fountains, aud excellent 
apartments, a heavenly climate, an abundance of the necessaries of life, 
undisturbed tranquillity, and great respect from ail those over whom 
they presided, the only persons indeed they almost ever saw. They 
weve all Spaniards, and quite as ignorant as their countrymen at Jeru- 
salem; like the people of Assaltand the Hanran, they dweit with delight 
on the partition of the Turkish Empire, and thonght it shameful that 
the Princes of Christendom should leave the Sanctuaries of the Holy 
Land so long in the hands of such infidets as the Turks. 


It was some time ofter snn-set when strangers were announced at 
the Convent dvor; and, as much to my surprise as satisfaction, it was my 
friend ane companion, Mr, Bankes, with his servant and dragoman, a 
second yotervreter for Arabic from Lady Stanhope, a muleteer and 
besides the horses, just arrived from Mar Elias. Our 
meeting was really a happy one, and we continned ap late in reconnting 
o even other what bad passed since onr separation. Having heard no 
new. of me sinee my departure, and not expecting to find me here, Mr, 
Bankes had not brous’ * over my effects consigned to him, but had left 
them with Lady Fes: » Stanhope to be disposed of according to cireame 


staness and tarther ctions, His journies since we had separated, had 
hien interesting Fron Nazareth he went to Nablons, and on the way 
there oo ted Sebasta, » bere he found on the westside of the hillon whieh 
y : -tood. a leng treet with an ave ne of columns on each side, 


ro tre numer of eighty three now standiog, bat all without capitals, 
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either on them or near, Dr. Clarke's conjecture, therefore, that the for- 
tress of Sanhoor was Sebastar, while this place not only contains these 
considerable remains but has also preserved its ancient name in the 
Sebusty of the Arabs, is unpardonable. however much the Editors of 
the Quarterly Review may praise it. From Sanhoor Mr. Bankes went 
down to Baisan, on the western bank of the Jordan, and found there 
many colamns, some of marble, and the remains of a small and ordinary 
theatre much ruined, His stay with Lady Stanhope had been agreeable, 
and he had visited many carions places in the neighbourhood, under 
the guidance of her Physician, Dr. Meryon. 


Damascus, Friday, Mirch 23,(1816.)—We remained :n the Convent the 
whole of the day to repose, and it was passed in reading to Mr, Bankes 
the couch notes of my journies since our separation, and ia comparing the 
inseviptions which Thad-copied in the Hauran with those which had 
copied been hy Mr Barckhardt, and which he had given asett of to Mr. 
Bankes. We found that T possessed several which he did not, and vice. 
versa; as wellas thatin those which we hai both copied, there were 
some that agreed in every letter, and some that had slight differences. 


In showing him my Notes on journey threogh Belkah, 
Adjeloon, and the Hauran, he formed the determination of going 
down as far as Bosta from bence, and if practicable, to go on to 
Assalt and Ammaan, and trom thence across tu Jerusalem, to pass 
the Holy Week at Easter, an exeursion which [ enconraged rather than 
otherwise, as no drawings had vet been mide of the interesting monu- 
ments there, and ue one was more capable than Mr. Bankes to execute 
them with fi elitv.—As he found it impossible to make drawings and 
notea too, without a greater sacrifice of time than he was wiiling to 
mike in these countries, and as he found indeed many obstacles to his 
collecting accurate information from his ignorance of the language, he 
proposed au nnion of my observations with his drawings, to which I 
readily assented; and to render the combination stil! more perfect, a 
letter was writien to our joint friend, Mr, Burckhardt, at Cairo, propos. 
ing that he shonld contijbate his share towards a Work on the Countries 
East of the Jordan aud the jess frequented parts of Syria, and that it 
should be published in our joint names, 


the 


This examination, with the conversations to which it gave rise? 
the writing the letter, &c. orenpied us all the day. We dined together 
at sun set, and spent the evening with the Friars.” 

I offer to throw oven my House to as many men as 
choose tv come and see all these documents and dates for 
themselves; but no one comes; and I further shew how blind 
aman must be whoseeksin a Book, ending in February, for 
traasactions hanpening in the month following. All this is at 
last so plain, that tho’ one whole Letter ef the Frienpor Bankes 
was filled with this, as one of the strongest points against me, 
that also, like all the previous ones, feil to the ground! 


VL—TAKING DOWN MR. BANKES'S NOTES. 

6 h.—Tt was vext asserted that I had admitted the charge o- 
having agreed to accompany Mr, Bankes and take down Avs 
Notes, merely because 1 had not denied it. To this I reply 
that I never did any such thing. The reason assigned by Mr. 
Bankes for my not taking Notes of my own, was that my ignorance 
and incapacity unfitted me for the task, and that I had no paper 
buta 4-inch book. This was too absard to deservea reply, To 
shew however that I could and did take Notesof my own, and 
copious ones too, [ quoted anattested Letter of Mr. Bankes, in 
which he admits having read them, another part of the same Let- 
ter where he compliments me on my supériority of judgment to 
himself, and another where he acknowledves his own indolence as 
to writing, and begs that Letter to be preserved for his future use, 
as he had nut Notes on paper there which he might never take the 
troulic to write again. [have before asserted most solemoly 
that Laever made any engagement to take down Mr. Bankes’s 
Notes, that he did not pay even the portion he ought te have paid of 
his share of theexpence of the journey, that he made no Notes 
at all as tar [ could learn of the Journey from Jerusalem to 
Jerash, that wnatever was written on the subject and appears in 
the Travels tu Patestine was the work of my own eyes and hand, 
and that L derived no aid whatever from Mr. Bankes’s information, 
pen, or peneit, The strongest corroborating evidence IL ean 
produce of tus. is that when Mr. Bankes wrote his 
threatening Letter (rev Thebes, acensing me of being abont to pub- 
lish his materials, he had no means of knowing what L was going 
to publish, since never Mauuseript,—that he 
knew of usy having maae a journey of many months in time and 
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handreds of learues in space between Cairo and Caleutta with. 
oat him, while this Joarney to Jerash in his company was an 
affair of a few days, and quite a sneck in the whole route,—and 
that tho’ the Book was published in Oct, 1821, with the account 
of Jerash occupying by far the largest portion of the whole, I 
have had no information of his having claimed any portion of it 
as his own, up to July 1822, tho’ he was in London, and possessed 
all the means of doing this, if he could have substantiated it, 


VII.—EULOGIUM ON MR. BANKES. 


7th.—It was next asserted that with Mr. Bankes’s accusa- 
tory Letter of Jone 1819 in his pocket, Mr. Buckingham publish- 
ed in his Volume of Travels ia 1821, an ealogium on Mr, Bankes's 
talents, taste, and erudition, and this is called inconsistency, 
To this I reply that the Preface to the Travels was sent home in 
Nov. 1818, that Mr. Baukes’s Letter did not reach Calcutta till 
Jane 1820; bat that even if it had, my opinion of Mr. Bankes’s 
taste, taleats, and eradition could not have been changed, 
as Mr. Bankes’s was of mine, by cither jealousy, anger, or any 
other feeling.—-I have never failed on every occasion to speak 
of Mr. Bankes’s talents for drawing particularly with praise; 


and my opinion on that point canuot be changed by his 
subsequent miscondact, It is left for such men as Mr. 
Bankes, Me. Burckhardt, and their friends, to pronouncea 


man to be a person of talent at one time, and a fool at another, 
has taken place except in their angry 
and heated minds, But whatever chance of opinion was 
wrouzht in my mind asto Mr. Bankes’s liberality, for which ia 
1818 I readily gave him credit, as the Preface and the Book 
professed to give a trne Narrative of the events confined within 
the period to which they related, it would have been ‘a departure 
from trath and accaracy to have made anv alteration of any 
parts of them, even had it been practicah'e, which however it was 
not, as the Manuscript was at home. Asto Mr. Binkes’s indo- 
lenee, it stands confessed in his own Letter; and as to his wast- 
ing his time since the period we were together, it is sufficient to 
mention thathe isa man of fortune who has nothing to do 
bat what he chooses, and thongh he has been preparing to publish 
for these 7 or 8 years past, he bas vroduced nothing ; while his 
campanion, who had immense difficulties to encounter, and his 
living to get besides, has published his account of the countries 
they traversed, before him. This is the unpardonable sin: for if I 
would have only been weak, or timid, or subservient cnough not to 
have come before the Public to reap the harvest first, Mr, 
Bankes would have held his tongue, and perhavs served me 
into the bargain. I despised alike, however, his threats and 
his insinuations ; becanse, knowing my own honesty and iute- 
grity in the whole of this transaction, I feared no man, and 
my whole conduct in opposing sacha mass of influence united 
avainst mein this persecution may be cited in proof of my 
fearlesvess, at that period, as well as at the present moment, 


though no chanze 


VIII.—EXTRACTS ONLY OF MR, BANKES'S LETTERS, 


8th.—It has been arged with great pertinvacity, and repeat- 
ed overand over again, that Thad given only Extracts of Mr, 
Bankes’s Letters, while it has been asserted that I should have 
given the whole. It would be thought extravagant enoughif I, 
in reply, were to call upon any other person to publish the whole 
of a man’s Correspondence, in order to prove that two directly 
opposite assertions in any two of his Letters were at variance 
with each other. Mr. Bankes io kis last Letter to me from Thebes 
laid certaia crimes to my charge; I select from portions of bis Let- 
tersia my possession, passages which shew not that he had merely 
changed his opinion of mec, but that if the accuracy of the one 
Letter could be relied on, the accusations of the other could no’ be 
true. Thisis all Lam bonnd to prove: but I shall now go farther; 
and that no portion of this Defence may be incomplete, I shall 
republish the two Letters from which I gave Extracts, in their full 
and entire state, and trust to the Reader's indulgence for a 
task which T perform in order that my Enemics may not have 
even aloop hole to escape through. 
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The first of the Letters will shew that it was next to impos- 
sible that a person should be so anxious to make his way to me, 
and join me in my journey in the Hauran beyond Jordan. if I 
was to be had upon such easy terms as copying his Notes, 
while he paid my expences: for then [ coald be of very little value 
indeed, It will prove that his anxious desire to join me, indi- 
cated at least that he deemed it of great advantage tobe in my 
company, which was the fact; as I am no more ashamed to say 
that my qualifications for ensuring a safe journey as a Traveller 
among Arabs were infinitely superior to his, than I am ashamed 
to acknowledge that as a Scholar and a Draftsman, Mr. Bankes’s 
more finishededucation made him, for a Book-maker, much supe- 
rior to me, 


The second Letter is perhaps the longest that he ever wrote 
in his life, and contains more than all the Notes that I ever saw 
in his possession, or that I believe he ever took during the 
whole of his stay in Syria, —as one expression in it seems indeed 
to indicate, where he says he had put many things on paper there 
which he might never do again, and desires me to preserve that 
Letter particularly for his sake, and not for my own, as he was 
so indolent about writing that the lossof this would be irrepara- 
ble to him. 


This leads me to mention an anecdote respecting these 
Letters, which [have never before intraded on the Indian Pub- 
lic, hut which I think too important and too interesting to be 
omitted, 


On my parting with Mr. Bankes at Aleppo, he for Palmyra, 
(where if Tcould only have forgotten Briggs and Co, for ten days, 
I might have gone withhim, of which I have written evidence,) 
and I with adall caravan across the Euphrates into Mesopotamia, 
he gave mea kind and highly complimentary Letter to his father’s 
particolar friend and Dorsetshire-neighbour, Sir Evan Nepean, 
the Governor of Bombay, which did me some service in saving 
me from a Second Transmission, as my License did not reach India 
ontil after my arrival at Bombay, At that moment, as we were 
about to part for many years, and perhaps for ever,while we stood 
on the steps of Mr. Barker’s Dwelling, Mr. Bankes said to me as 
nearly as [remember.—“ I believe I have no Notes whatever of 
my Journies, except the Drawings I have made. and the Letters 
that from time to time I have writtento yeu. The first are ne- 
merous, and the last are L believe longer Letters than I ever wrote 
to any body before. As you are not in my case, but have very 
copious Notes of your own, I hope you will give me my Letters 
back again, Indeed if I mistake not, (he added) I have hinted to 
youin some of them that I should perhaps wish them again for 
my own reference and assistance.” I did not hesitate a moment, 
but opened my bagagge, all then packed —little as it was—got out 
my papers fromthe upper part of a small old English Portman- 
teau, the part where loose clothes are generally stuffed, and re- 
turned him every Letter of his that [ could find. There 
was one only that he remembered to have been missing, which 
was the longest of the whole, and one of those he had particularly 
mentioned as desiring me to keep. We tumbled the baggage 
over and over again, but it was not to be found ; we both regret- 
ted it; but, as Thad promised to send him home from Bombay, Co- 
pies of some Plans and Descriptions of Temples in Nubia, which 
I offered to give him toincorporate in a Work that he intend- 
ed writing on that country, and to add gratuitously to the stock 
of his materials, I promised that when I sent these home to him I 
would also send,if l ever found it, a Copy of his Letter, or the 
Original, 

We parted with mataal expressions of regret, prayers for 
our safety, promise of future correspondence, &c. &c. inall of 
which Mr. Barker and his family sympathized and joined, aud 
Tat length reached Bombay, 


Soon after my arrival there, when intending to get rid of my 
old and worn-out travelling packages, I gave among other things 
the little leather Portmanteau to my Servant, to sell for himself, 
or make any use of he theught proper ; and as Servants sometimes 
look sharper into holes and corners than their Masters, mine brought 
me back the Portmanteau the next day, to shew me that two Let- 
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innerpart of the covering, from 
they were detached, having closely adhered to the 
cotton ticking cloth, by the heat melting the English wax, and 
one Letter being within the other, Twas both surprised and pleas- 
ed to find these to be Letters of Mr. Bankes, and one particularly 
the long one that was remarked to be missing, and for which we 
had made such diligent search at Alepnoin vain; I never dreamt, 
however, that they would prove of such essential service to me, 
and therefore attached noimportance to this event at the time, 
though at this moment I regard it with mingled feelings of 
wonder and gratitude. 


whence 


It was after Sheik Thrahim’s “ Paper” on me reached Bom- 
bay that I sent home to Mr. Bankes, as I had promised him, my 
Manuscript Plansand Notes on Nubia, addressed to himin Palace 
Yard ; but as T thonght his Letter too valuable to be risked (on 
aceount of its interesting contents only), I sent a Copy, which 
I knew would answer Mr. Bankes’s purpose, and kept the Ori- 
ginal, which is now in my possession, and which I shall preserve 
to the day of my death if possible, as a memento of how much 
I owe to this providential preservation of a Sheet of Paper. 


As Mr. Bankes continued out of England, I believe from tbe 
time I left him till he wrote me his Letter from Thebes, my 
Indian Letters could not have reached him, so that he had no 
reason to believe that I had preserved a single scrap of paper in 
my possession that bore his name. It may seem anwarrantable 
in me tosay it,—but I nevertheless firmly believe that at the 
moment of Mr. Bankes writing me his insulting and to him dis- 
graceful Letter, he was fully convinced that I had not a single 
tittle of evidence beyond my bare assertion with which to op- 
pose his statement. With him it was a seemingly safe came 
to play. There were atleast a handred chances to one that he 
should win ; and he embarked his all—for reputation mnst he that 
to every man who would maintain the rank and character of a gen- 
tleman in England—hbat Jastice held the balance. and his hun- 
dred chances were but as a feather against the one that forta- 
nately weighed them all down, 


But itis time that the Letters should he given. They are 
the only ones, except two or three very short Notes, that [ re- 
tain, out of more than twenty that I received from him at varions 
times and places, many of whieh might have contained more 
marked proofs than even these, on many points of dispute ; but 
thank Heaven! these are quite enough, The Letters are as 
follow :— 

LETTER I. 
Addressed—Al Senor Buckingham, Caballero Yngles, en el Conbento de ta 

Terra Santa, Damasco. 

Acra, February 28, 1816. 
There is some fatality abont my travelling engage- 
ments, T never made one in my life hut cirenmstances turned out so as to 
prevent my fufilling it. Another Letter from Seyd:, and above all the 
radical change in the weather, determined me upon deferring iy scramb- 
ling expedition to the ruined cities and the Hanran, and upon turning at 
once towards the Coast. 1 did not however give up the idea of joining 
you atonce, but made an attempt from St. Hoor (where that excellent 
man Hadge Hamit entertained me with the same hospitality and almost 
affection which you had described to me.) Bisan, which is the ancient 
Scythopolis, is within a day’s journey and in the same jurisdiction, it lies 
in the plain of the Jordan, and is within along day of Salt. I resolved 
to go to Bisan, and to make my way t you, if [could find any body that 
would carry me.” When I came, I found that nobody would undertake it. 
for but the day before (my good fortune always brings m- a day before 
or a day after such adventures), the Bedoweens had completely pillaged 
and stripped aparty of Merchants from Damascus within two honrs of 
the village, So there was an end of that scheme. The remains at Bisan 
are prodigionsly extensive, and it iseasy totrace the cirenit of the outer 
walls as well of the citadel which stood on a high insulated bill; of the 
baildings nothing remainsin any state of tolerable preservation, excepting 
one Theatre, which appears to be of a larger span than those of Djerash ; 
asecond Theatre may be traced, and there is a row of Tonic columns of a 
respectable size and of a very delicate marble (that appears to me to 
be Greek) standing more or less well preserved, hewn stones and masses 
of masonry lie scattered over the whole extent of surface. The sitnatien 
must have been delightful, for there ave several brooks clearer than crys- 
tal that fowed throngh the lower part of the city in different directions, 
and united at the foot of the citadel; yet the modern village is small aud 
ragged. I did not stumble ou a single inscription. 


‘© My Dear Sir, 
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But to tell the trnth, what bas snrprized me most are the remains at 
Sebaste; it seems a strange fatality that an avenue of 83 columns, for 
there are no less still erect (though withont capitals), should have escap- 
edthe notice of former Travellers, they determine thedirection of the 
Grand Street aud lead to the remains of the City Gate. These colnmns 
that pass fer having been part of Herod’s Palace, may I think very well 
have been so. Theré is a better area about them than conld perhaps have 
beer found elsewhere npon all the hill, those below (which you must have 
seen in passing) I am mach inclined to suspect were avennes to a Thea- 
which I could not positively identify, but am led from the form of the 
ground to place (always a mere conjecture) thereabouts. 

It is pleasant to find much where one has been led to expect little, 
and Doctor Clarke’s ingenious conjecture (if [ am not mistaken) that 
Djenain is the ancient Sebaste, becomes very amusing,especially as he must 
have passed under the village that still refaiusits old name. Tamata 
great loss te know what J had ought to do with the baggage which you 
deft in Antonio’s charge, I cannottrustit alone to Damascus, and yet 
am afraid that you may feel embarrassed without it on your arrival 
there. As I reckon that you will pass from thence across to Seyde I shall 
take it with me so far, and leave it in Lady Hester’s Stauhope’s charge. 
As you have no visits of ceremony at Damascus, perlaps you may conti- 
nue your Bedoween habit during your short stay there, without inconve-. 
nience, (and Lam disposed to hope that your stay will be as short as 
possible), Ishall remain with Lady H. about five days, and if I do not 
turn round for Damascus, which wiil dependa good deal upon her 
advice and upon circumstances, I siaii make my way pretty directly 
for Aleppo, lengtheuing out my road vy excursions however here and 
there, to give you jime to come up with me, so that I trust that at the 
latest we may meetin Aleppo, and make our journey to Palmyra toge- 
ther. 

Believe ne, My Dear Sir, Most Faithfully Your’s 
WM. JOHN BANKES, 

Gabrielli is stiiihere in the Consul’s house, but expects to sail in the 
Course of to-day or to-morrow at the latest for Beyroot.” 

As it has been insinuated if not asserted that those who at- 
tested the Extracts of this aud the neat Letter, before published, 
might not have read the whole, I take this occasion to say that 
full and complete copies of these Originals were attested and 
Notariaily sealed aud siznocd: and thatitis to the fuli and en- 
tire Copy of each that the following attestation is appeuded ;— 

“We certify this tobe atrue Copy of the Origiual Letter of 
Mr Ww. Jobo Bankes. 

(Sigued) C. DOYLY. J. MELVILLE. HENRY CHASTENAY, 
J. PALMER, JOHN YOUNG. P, M. WYNCH. 
J. YOUNG. JAS. CALDER. GEO, CHINNERY.” 

This Letter was written after my two first visits to Jerash 
in compauy with Mr, Bankes, and has of course no reference to 
our junciion on that journey ;—bat it proves beyond a doubt that 
I could aad did travel East of the Jordan without Mr. Bankes’s 
aid, company, or money ;—that he wasona footing of the most 
perfect equality withme, which he could not have been if I had 
agreed to take down his Notes as the service tobe rendered by 
me for his paying my expeuces ;—that he was very desirous of 
coming to join me again, after we had separated ;—that the 
dangers of the road (to which all my delays and circuitous routes 
were owing) was suchas not only todeter him, but to frighten 
even the natives of the country from accompanying bim to follow 
in my track ;—and that it might have fallen te my lot, as well as 
the merchants he speaks of, tobe pillaged, and murdered if I 
resisted, while doing my utmest, and running almost unwarrant- 
able risks of life and property, to discharge my tyast to Briggs and 
Co. which it is so falsely and so impudently asserted that I had 
broken, 

The second Letter, however, whichis of far greater import- 
ance, is as follows :— 

LETTER II, 


Addressed~J, S. Buckingham, Esq. to be forwarded, should he be on his 
way to Baulbech, 
», My Dear Sir, 





Damascus, April 12, 1816, 

Since I knew nothing of your illuess ontil now, when 
I hope itis quite at an end, I can only rejoice in your recovery. At the 
same time I am atraid that the same wintery weather which has distressed 
me very much in the Hauran, must have made your passage across the 
mountain very disagreeable, if notdangerous, 1 have to regret that my 
Letter from Suunymaine néver reached you, as I there detailed to you my 
plaus, aud meutioned that I wished our meeting at Baalbec to take place 
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a few days later than that which we had fixed on togethet. None can 
be better than about the 19th or 20th. The intense cold, with storms 
of rain and snow, prevented my penetrating from Salkhad to Oerman, 
and even to Oemydgimel, which in spite of all objections and difficulties 
I was much set npon; however, in some directions I have extended my 
researches considerably further than you did. I visited El Koffor, which 
does not deserve its reputation, Hebrawn, where there is a Temple, 
Shakkah, where there some interesting early Christian antiquities and 
a cnrions Tower with inscriptions. Haytu where there is oue of the most 
anintelligible buildings in alithe Hauran, that seems to have been as 
I should conceive a sort of college for Priests, and some of the béat 
specimens of private houses, Amrahis fall of inscriptions, chiefly Chris- 
tian. ; , 
At—-(*)—is a temple of the time of the Antonines. AtShaarele 
in Ledja I found little to interest me, there is a small Roman Bath, 
At Medgdelis by far the most entire of all the temples. Its architecture 
is (like all the rest thronghout that country, so far as I saw it) of a very 
bad sort, with high stilted pedesthls, and loaded with unmeaning or 
naments. But it is curions as a specimen, and full of Greek inscriptions, 
The prettiest temple in the Hauran to my mind is a little one that 
wants little else besides its roof at Sunnymaine; it makes no figure 
upon the exterior; some of the Towers there also are very iuteresting, 
but less so than that at Medgdel, whic vou must have seen. OF pri- 
vate houses I saw several far superior to that at Ezra. I was carried 
into one at Bostra, where there are Tonic columns and pilasters all round 
the principal apartment, and a lesser one with a smooth ceiling and arch 
ed above within it. There is another excellent specimen in a ruined vile 
lage called —(*)—near the road from Shibley’s village—(*)—to Bostra, 
with two or three stories, and severalat Hayt. There is quite a mansiou 
at Melgdel with ornaments in all the angles of the ceilings and the ma- 
sonry allwroaght smooth. There isa good one too at Nedjerawn,— Did 
you observe the Theatre at Soayda? Itis pretty large and much rnin- 


‘ed. and faces towards the great Charch to the north. The Temple there 


is Roman past all dispute, but of the worst times. I am surprised at 
any thing so bad before the Xtian AEra, or rather I mean before Chris- 
tiauity became the established religionof the Empire. Fora Temple it 
certainly was, and not a Church, At Bostra I think you are mistaken 
in supposing that the Theatre consisted in only seven or eight ranges 
of seats, It is true that those which we see are the uppermost. But 
there are two if not three stories of high arched vaults below ot Saracen 
work, which ocewpy the height ofat least two more flights of seats (which 
are even visible in many places) and the scene consisted in three if not 
feur orders of architecture one above the other, of which there is ocular 
demonstration, that irregular Dorie order which is visible being the up- 
permost range. I will demonstrate this to you from my piaus. 


Now from a general view of the architectaral remains of the Hauran, 
&c. my opinion is very decided, that there is nothing to jastify an opinion 
that any of it belongs to a period more remote than that in which it be- 
came a province of the Roman empire. As to the Temples and larger 
buildings there cannot remain a doubt upon any bodv’s mind that is 
conversant with antiquities; the same applies to the Theatres and the 
Baths. With respect to the private dwellfng houses, we have less means 
of compating them, but the inscriptions fix the wra of many of them, 
and wherever there is any ornament it is purely Roman, or corrupted 
from the Roman, and precisely such as occurs about the Temples or 
early Christian Churches ; the best of ail the private houses having ite 
roof supported on a row of debased Tonic pillars, not to mention the 
arch, which ocears almost universally, and is in itself a sufficient objec. 
tion to any higher antiquity being assigued to these buildings. It is true, 
that private dwellings must have existed previous to the Roman con- 
quests, and from the nature of the materials, might and may exist to this 
day; but, when we find that we must exclude from the number ail where 
the arch occurs, or where there is any ornament or inscription (generally 
speaking) by far the greater number, and the best specimens must be 
sirack positively off the list, and a few huts and hovels only will remain, 
which may be pretty near the trath, It is most probable to suppose 
that the Romans introdaced into these countries a more spacious and 
commodious mode of building, adopting from the Natives a mode of con. 
straction which necessity (from the totai want of timber) had originally 
taught them. 


After all, upon reflexion, the decision which I have come 
to npon this point, (and in which I have uot found any thing to shake 
me), does not diminish the interest which these antiquities ought to ex- 
cite. With the single exception of Pompeii, where shall we find the 
private dweilings of the Romans? We have them here in infinitely 
greater uurabers, still habjtable or inhabited, closed by their original 
doors, and sheltered by their original roofs, aud the,horses eating out of 
the same maugers as they did sixteen huodred years ago. . As for the 
towers, they were sepulchral, and are to be referred to the same time, 
I mean the earliest of them). You will fiud that they are exactly si- 
wilar to those about Palmyra; and though the form of a tower seems 
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oddly chosen for a place of interment, it was a favourite one with the 
Romans, who in their own country and about their capital seem 
generally to bave preferred a sound form like the littie one 
outside the great gate of Bostra. Their mouldings and cornishes 
are purely Romap, and every thing tended to confirm me in my 
first conjecture, with the exception of the single cirenmstance, that these 
towers are often found within and in the very heart of the villages, (though, 
certainly, oftener about the skirts of them). But even this difficulty 
was removed by the sight of those at Nedgeraun—(*)—Medgdel, 
which have set the matter past a doubt in every respect. 
The sarcophagi there in both instances remain in their places; and 
on the one, we have read the names of the persons that occupied them, 
with the additional circumstance that they are of Christian times. And 
as if it were on purpose to obviate every possible objection of the Tower 
have been converted to this purpose after the wra of its construction, 
we have the same ornament repeated from the part of the Sarcophagus 
upon the ceiling, and the whole taste aud style corresponding thronghont. 
These Towers at Medgdel are as much in the heart of the village as 
any whatever, so we have no alternative, but to suppose either the 
other buildings posterior, or that in the Hauran, contrary to the usual 
practice, they did bury within the towns, At Shakkah there is another 
of these towers, standing detached in a field, that seems from some long 
poetical Luscriptions to bave been the burial place of the family of 
Bassus, whose name occurs often in the descriptions of the Hauran. 
The bones of him and his family have been rooted up, and are lying scat- 
tered at the door of the Tower, What strikes me with surprise, is that 
in many of these Towers, conld discover no means of getting at the 
upper stories. IT may perhaps find it explained at Palmyra, which will 
furnish the best commentary onthem. Of the pointed arch which oc- 
curs frequently, I know not what to think; that some are very ancient I 
am satisfied, and that most of them are to be referred to Saracen times 
orsince. But my chief difficulty occurs in haviog found them ia several 
large Christian Churches, which can hardly be sapposed te have been 
erected enbsequent to that wra, and still lexs by that people. 


As for the Castle at Salkhut, I am satisfied that it is a Saracen 
work altogether, aud no part of it as it now stands Roman or of 
any higher antiquity. The very circumstance of the manner in 
which older inscriptions and ornaments are found patched into it, 
whilst it is proof that something did exist here previously, puts 
it past a doubt, that the present is not a fabric of those times, 
but is to be referred to the period of the great Arabie imscrip- 
tions that are carried in bands round it. Tie grandear and soli- 
dity of its construction form so objection, when it is observed that 
the Castle at Bostra, which io the general planitresembles very much, is 
fully equal to it io this respect, which from being grafted on the ruias of 
a noble Roman Theatre, sufficiently determines its own wera, without re- 
ference to the inscriptions that abound uponit. I do not know whether 
in the hasty view you took of Salklint, you examined this Town. You 
would, I think, have observed that the houses there, are apparently of a 
less remote antiquity, and of a worse construction than usual, and the 
mosque entirely of a Saracen work, with shell niches in the minaret. By 
the bye, from the description in your Notes of the fortress of Adjeloon, 
I am almost persuaded that that also is a Saracen work, (Bestra you will 
remember has the rustic masonry all over it, and instances of the fan or 
abell niche are without number ), though I know you are of a different 
opinion and I will not venture to set mine against it. I found an interes- 
ting little spring in a valley not far from Salkhut to the N. W. over 
which there has been a rich little Temple, and an inscription of the time 
of the Emperor Gordien I have been careful and exact in my Drawings, 
which are in great number, and I do not think you will be ashamed of 
having your name associated to what I may one day or another throw 
together into form. Do me the favor to keep this Letter, not for your 
use, but my own; you know how indolent I am about writing, and 
T have thrown here many things upon paper, which I may perhaps 
mever do again. 


I shall set off the day after to-morrow for Banias, and so make my 
way to Baalbec, when I hope to join you about the 19th or 20th. 


Faithfully your’s, 


Wma. JOHN BANKES, 
Remember me kindly to the Doctor, 
Enter old Chaboceau and the Toad-eater!! so adieu.” 





(*)(*)(°). These two instances of names 


being forgotten altoge- 
ther as the spaces are blank in the Original fp ae gens 


3 aud ove name first writ. 


ten wrongly and subsequently corrected by another being written 
it, are seiected as proofs that the writer of the Letier 
did uot take Notes on the spot, in his Tour; because t 
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The fal! and entire Copy of this Letter also is Notarially 
attested, signed, and sealed; and the following Certificate 
appended : — 

** We certify this to be a true Copy of the Original Letter of Mr, 
Wm. John Bankes. 

Signed C. D'OYLY. 
J. PALMER. 
J. YOUNG. 


J. MELVILLE, 
JOHN YOUNG, 
JAS. CALDER. 


HENRY CHASTENAY, 
GEO. CHINNERY. 
P. M. WYNCH.” 





I have printed the Letter in its complete and perfect state, 
as it was insinuated that it might contain some account of the 
Notes which Mr. Bankes professes to have scen—being sent to 
him by Letter—so as to invalidate if possible my assertion of 
its relating te his inspection of these Notes at the time of 
our meeting in Damascus. The account of that meeting on the 
23rd of March 1816, has been already given in illustration of the 
4th Head of the Charges ennmerated ; and the parts of this Let- 
ter which speak of my Notes on Adjeloon, of my joining my name 
to that of Mr. Bankes and Mr. Burckhardt in a joint publication, 
&e. all relate to this meeting, as may be seen by comparing 
them together, His compliments to my superior understanding, and 
his hope that I should not be ashamed to see my name associated 
with his—may not have been deserved: but it is certaialy not 
from such a quarter that one would expect to be soon afterwards 
set down as ignorant and incapable of making any Notes worth 
publication! Such is the virtue and consistency for which rank, fa- 
mily, and respectability of connexious, are considered guarantees, 


I am almost ashamed to dwell longeron this subject; bat I 
hope the reader will grant me afew moments patience while, I shew 
what was my condact towards Mr, Bankes during the period 
that he was slandering me. I had sent him bome Plans and Manu. 
scripts of my own, respecting Nubia, from Bombay, to use as he 
thought proper, without asking even an acknowledgement, I had 
written him also several of the most friendly Letters from Cey- 
lon, Madras, and Calcutta, some of which must have reach- 
edhim. Hisinsulting Letter to me from Thebes was dated Jone 
1819. In August 1819 I was occupied with the most friendly ia- 
tentions to him, in utter ignorance of what awaited me. My 
Friend, Captain Cloete, of the King’s 2ist Dragoons, left Calcutta 
about that period with the intention of going tu England. Among 
other persons there, towhom Iwas desirous of sending Letters 
by his hands, was Mr. Bankes. I accordingly gave him the 
following Letter open, with directions that if he shoald temain 
at the Cape, which he thought possible, he should seal it, 
and enclose them all to Mrs, Buckingham who would forward 
them to their respective addresses. . 


The following isthe Letter which I addressed to Mr. Bankes, 
supposing him to be in England, just two months after his insult- 
ing and infamous Letter was dispatched from Thebes to me in 
India but long before it reached me, as that was twelve-months 
on its passage here, 

«My Dear Sir, Calcutta, August 1, 1819, 

“T have written to you several times since my arrival or rather 
settlement in India, but as I have not heard from you in return, I supe 
pose that some of the Letters at least must have mis-carried,which I can 
the more readily believe from knowing how carelessly every thing con- 
nected with the Indian Post Office is managed. 


The object of my present Letter is partly to make you acquaint. 
ed with a gentleman in every respect entitled to your regard, and partly 
through him to say something to you regarding myself, as I natarally 
believe that it is impossible for men to have passed through scenes 
which we shared together, and soon after entirely forget each other. I 
can very safely say that such is uot the case on my part, and I am will- 
ing to do you the justiee to believe it is not so on yours. 

Captain Cloete, of H. M. 21st Dragoons,who will have the honour 
to present you this, is one of my most intimate and familiar friends, and 
will give you every information regarding my present occupations and 
pursuits that you can desire to know ; aud at the same time that you may 
gratify your wish in this particular, you will I am sare, be delighted with 
the channél throngh whi bh ict is effeeted. You will iong’ere this of course 
have seen the Prospectus of my Book, and have heard ali the parti- 
cnlars regarding it from Mr. Murray. Ifit had been possible to have 
formed the coalition which we talked of at Damasens, and which Sheik 
lL rahim so indignantly rejected, I should have been much pleased, and 
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the union of our separate labours would have made a more perfect work 
than either will make alone. I had been led to expect from some 
mention of your name in the Quarterly Review, that a Work of your 
own was inthe press, and would very soon appear; I hope so indeed 
for the gratification of the world at large, and more particularly that 
portion of them who desire to be possessed of the best information re- 
garding the most interesting countries on the globe, whiclr you will 
have it in your power to write so ably, and illustrate so beantifully by 
the masterly efforts of your pencil. I sent you home by the SwaLtow, 
from Bombay, upwards of 15 months ago, the Plans and Descriptions of 
the Temples in Nubia to incorporate with your own work, asI had pro- 
mised to do, but T have not heard of their arrival, tho’ the Ship got safe, 
but has not returned as far as [can learn, to this country. They were 
addressed to you in Palace Yard, Westminister, where I supposed they 
would reach you, aud if they have, [hope you will make free use of 
them. 

A subject that presses very deeply on my mind, is the injury dene 
to me by Mr. Burckhardt, whose good opinion I once enjoyed to a high 
degree, as yon are aware, aud who all at once, almost without deigniug 
to assign a cause, not only changed his sentiments towards me, but 
became my bitterest enemy, by giving publicity to distorted facts, posi- 
tive faiselioods, aud wilful misrepresentations, tending to undermine my 
reputation. It fortunately happened however, that Mr. Babington, the 
companion of my voyage from India, whom Mr. Burckhardt cited as 
his authority for many of the facts alleged, saw this Paper, and instantly 
wrote a very full and able refutation of the charges laid tomy name by 
the Sheik, copies of which have been sent to England. This gentleman 
however, who is the son of Dr. Babington, a Physician of some emi- 

nence in the city, is fortunately now in Loudon, and is able to repel 
~ verbally as well as by writing the malicious accusations of my enemy. 
It is possible you may have met with Mr. Babington before this; but if 
you should not, and desire to be set right on the subject, I should rather 
refer you to that gentleman, who was my fellow voyager for six months, 
than arge avy thing on my own part in explauation or reply. 


Ihave reason to believe that my wife and children are in your 
County at Charmouth, in Dorsetshire; my danghter Virginia being with 
Mrs. Corbyn at that place—If it should be near Corfe Castle, or occasion 
should ever call you that way, it would give them great pleasure to see 
and know one who had shared thedangers aud the pleasures of their 
best friend, more particularly as our journey was since Ihave seen them, 
having left England in 1813, and never had occasion to retarn to it 
since. { hope and believe too that you would find them worthy of your 
regard. 

? Ihave heard from Lady Hester Stashope, since my arrival in 
Bengal, and have written her by this occasion, as I suppose her Lady- 
ship will be io England when this reaches you. Captain Cloete will be 
able to tell you all about my present occupations and pursuits, which 
are necessatily impermanent, and may cease at a very short notice ; but 
as long as they last, they will entirely preclude the possibility of my at- 
tending to any thing for publication in England; should they cease, I 
shall have that as a subject to torn my immediate attention te, 

In such an event however I should certainly quit a country where 
fortanes are no longer to be made by a ten years’ residence as formerly, 
but where, tho’ the chances of gain are lessened, the certainties of evil 
from climate and society are, I should think, as great as ever, and re 
pair to the re-enjoyment of my family and my native land. 


Under the hope tbat I shall occasionally be favored with a line from 
you to hear that you are well, and happily occupied. 
I remain, my Dear Sir, 
Faithfully Your's, 
Te W. H. Bankes, Esq. J. S. BUCKINGHAM,” 
As Captain Cloete remained atthe Cape, this was sealed by 
him and sent on to England as directed. Mrs, Buckingham ac- 
cordingly finding on enquiry that Mr. Bankes had arrived in 
Town, enclosed it in a Note to him as addressed: and to her 
great surprise received it back again by the Post, with the Seal 
unbroken, and enclosed in the fullowing Envelope. 


** Mr. William Bankes presents his Compliments to Mrs. Buckingham, 
and begs that the Answer which he thiaks it necessary to return to her 
Note may not be construed into any incivility towards her. Having de- 
termined that he will have no further communication with Mr. Bucking. 
ham, either by Letter or otherwise ; he takes the liberty of retarning to 
her the enclosed, with a request that it may be transmitted to him un- 
opened.—Oli Palace Yard, Tuesday, June 13,” 





Was this the act of an inuocent man? or was it not rather 
the sullen obstinacy of one who kuew he had done wrong, and 
who would therefore hear of nothing which might relate to a person 
of whose vets name, as well as Letters, he had so much need to 
staud in dread’ This is only of a piece, however, with the 
whole trausaction, as shewing that io return for the kindest and 
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best intentions towards these men, Mr. Burckhardt and Mr, 
Bankes, it was my fate to receive and their disgrace to offer no- 
thing but insalts and injuries in return. 


This Letter,with Mr. Bankes’s Envelope,and Captain Cloete’s 
Seal, which has been verified atthe Office of Messrs. Palmer and 
Co. his Correspondents here, are with the rest, now in my pos- 
session, having been brought back from England with the vari- 
ous other papers and letters from thence; and add another 
link to the wonderful Chain of Evidence, by which this whole 
Case is sostrongly connected and held together. 


ee 


IX.—ALLEGED BREACH OF TRUST TO BRIGGS & CO. 


9th.—The next point urged against me is an alleged Breach of 
Trust to Briggs and Co. of Alexandria, as connected with this 
Journey. Tho’ this is affected to be considered the strongest point 
of all, it is of all others the weakest ; for there is not a shadow of 
evidence that can be brought to substantiate it, The trast reposed 
inmeby Brigcs and Co, was simply this: On my returns to 
Egypt from Bombay, having brought letters from Forbes and Co. 
and others of that place, which went to enconrage a Commerce 
between the two countries, if security eould be guaranteed, it was 
proposed by Mr. Lee, then Head Partner of Briggs and Co.’s 
House on the spot,(Mr. Briggs himself being on the Continent 
of Europe on his way out to Alexandria,) that a Treaty should be 
obtained if possible from the Pasha, to which Mr. Lee and 
myself should be parties. This was done, and the next step 
was as to the best mode of conveying the said Treaty and Let- 
ters toIndia. Itwas proposed tome to be the bearer, as I 
could follow it up by personal assarances likely to be of 
some weight, and of mach benefit to Briggs and Co.’s_ in- 
terests; and after many promises of future benefit, I was 
prevailed on to undertake to convey these by land, the 
Red Sea Passage being then closed from the Season, No 
particular stipulations of any kind were made. I was not 
salaried or paid wages by Briggs and Co. and not in any sense 
a Servant of theirs or intheir employ. ‘Phe general anderstand- 
ing was this. As it would be for the mutual advantage of both 
parties that J should convey the Letters, I was togo by thecir- 
cuitous route of Aleppo, Mardin, Mosul, Bagdad and Bussorab, 
if practicable, and the mere expences of the Journey were 
to be defrayed by Briggs and Co. The money was ¢heir part of 
the contribution to this object. The fatigue, peril, risk of life 
from the dangers of the.road and disease, were mine; which 
was the greater, let any honest man say; and also let any 
man consider for a moment whether if Messrs. Palmer 
and Co, were to say to aperson, “If you will take important 
Letters of ours from hence to Pekin by land, in erder that you 
may add to their weight by the personal explanations which 
you are so well qualified to give, we will bear you free 
of expence,” whether the Merchant would not be under as great 
an obligation to the Messenger as the Messenger to the Merchant. 
Ia short, on my partit was giving to Briggs and Co, the value 
of six months of time, besides all the fatigue and risk, without 
compensation ; for mere maintenance is no more than negroes 
and slaves in all countries can command, The favor done 
therefore was to Briggs and Co. and if breach of trust could be 
laid te any one’s charge it might be laid to theirs: sinee they 
had agreed to pay the expences, on condition of the Letters 
being conveyed, .and although the Letters were conveyed, and 
with as much expedition as was practicable, they afterwards, on 
the arrival of an absent partner who disapproved of what those 
present had done, did all they could to stop the supplies they had 
engaged to farnish, and leave the man who was doing them a 
service, at the daily risk of his life aud loss of time and fortune, 
to perish in the heart of the Deserts of Asia! which, had their 
designs being carried into effect, must have been the ease. 


The manner in which I diseharged this trast was sach ag 
I can prove to have been most faithfal, honorable, and even 
at more hazards than I was bound to do. Oo my landing at 
Soor, in January, about 10 days after leaving Alexandria, the 
country was found to be in such a state of commotion, from po- 
litical feads between the Pashas, that there was no moving with- 
owt their Firmans aad protection; and all the conversation which 
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Thad with the persons of that place leading to a belief that the 
difficulties of getting through the country would increase rather 
than diminish with time, I was determined that Messrs. 
Briggs and Co.’s interests should not suffer, as far as I could 
prevent it, and accordingly as soon as it was decided that I 
could not convey their Dispatches as speedily as they might be 
sent through the foot-messengers of the country, who can travel 
in safety where a stranger would risk being plundered and per- 
haps murdered, I obtained through a Merchant of Soor a faith- 
ful person toconvey these Letters direct to Aleppo, with instruc- 
tions to Mr. Barker, the Consul there, to forward them through 
Bagdad by an Arab on a Dromedary, withoot delay; adding 
that asthe chief object of my journey was to follow up these 
Letters by personal explanations, on which account Briggs 
and Co, had given me a Letter of Credit for the mere expences 
of the road, I should come after them as speedily as could be 
effected without risk, which I was bound both on my own ac- 
count as well as on account of the ultimate end in view, not 
heedlessly to encounter. To shew that this trust of Brigzs and 
Co. was thus faithfully discharged, by mv thinking of their in- 
terests before my own, and that I also hoped to get to Aleppo 
soon after, Tinsert here the following Copy ef a Letter, with 
date, signatare, &c. complete, which will shew that not a day 
was lost in the great object of discharging the trust reposed, as 
far as circumstances over which I had no controul would pos- 
sibly permit. The Original of the Letter is in my possession, and 
may be seen by any one desiring to inspect it: the Copy is as 
follows :— 
LETTER. 


Addressed — James S. Buckingham, Esq. to the care of Signor Moussa 
Elias, British Agent, at Latachia. 
* Dear Sir, Aleppo, Jan. 25, 1816. 

I had yesterday the pleasure toreceive your favor of the 
Sth instant, and there being no conveyance for your Letter for Messrs. 
Forbes and Co., I have sent it by an express messenger to the Resident 
at Bagdad, with a request that he will forward it by first opportunity to 
Bombay. 


The charge of that expedition will be Ps. 160, say piastres of the 
G.S. As you said you would incur the expence of 40 to 50 dellars for 
an express, I presume you meant Tallari or bard dellars; in which case 
I have not exceeded your limits for that object: but if by doilars you 
mean piastres of the G. S. I shall be sorry not te have fulfilled your 
intentions, 

As you do not inform me when I may expect the pleasure of seeing 
you, I shall take the liberty not to put off a shooting party, that I have 
projected, as soon as the weather will permit. But if you should arrive 
during my absence, which will be of a fortnight, my family will have the 
honor of performing the rites of hospitality until my return, 

My shooting station is in the Amk, ata noted place called El Sarai 
Morselegiu, on the direct road between Antioch and Aleppo, about ten 
hours distant from the former, and eleven from the latter. If you should 
be fond of shooting, and willdo me the honor to join my party, I pro- 
mise to shew you excellent sport, 


Mr. Vigoronx is not yet arrived here, I need not say that due 
honour will be shewn to Mr. Lee’s Letter of Credit in your favor. 


I have desired my Agent at Latachia, to whom I send this Letter, 
to furnish you with money, if you should be in want of any. 


I have the honor to be truly, 


Dear Sir, your most obedient Servant, 
To Jas. S. Buckingham, Esq. J. BARKER.” 


All the reasons which forced me to go to Jerusalem (where 
I did not go by choice) ate detailed in the printed Travels. 
When there, the inducement to go with Mr. Bankes by Gerash 
and the East of the Jordan, to which he invited and pressed me 
for his own advantace, as he could not speak a word of the lan- 
guage, was, that while the whole of the coantry under the Pasha’s 
dominions was unsafe to move through, the independent country 
of the Arabs East of the Jordan was subject only to the 
ordinary dangers of Bedouin intruders, not half as impor- 
tant as those of political distarbance in the peopled ter:i- 
tory. In doing this, therefore, I was actuated by a 
tention to the trust reposed in 
curiosity at the same time, 
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my intention to part from Mr. Bankes and to proceed strait 
on to Damascus and thence to Aleppo without a moment’s 
loss of time ; when the unfortunate accident detailed in the print- 
ed Volume, of the fall of my horse, and a severe injury sustained 
by me from the fall, compelled me to turn into Nazareth to receive 
medical aid and repose, till the wound was sufficiently recovered to 
proceed, After some delay and recovery there, another attempt 
was made get to Damascus and Aleppo by the way of Tiberias, 
which was interrupted by the road being infested with robbers, so 
that my Guides would not proceed, and we were obliged io retrace 
our steps, An attempt was then made to go with a caravan from 
Nab lous, but this was also frostrated. The details of all these 
inte rruptions and their causes are given in the printed Volume 
alr eady before the world, and cannot be unknown to those who 
hav ¢ read it, 


Finding all hope therefore of getting on as expeditiously or 
as straitly as I had expected by Aleppo and Mesopatamia, some 
other route was necessarily thought of: and meeting with a 
Christian Arab at Nazareth who undertook toact as my Gnide 
in a Journey from thence to Assalt on the S. Eofthe Dead 
Sea, where he assured me I could procere Arabs who would take 
me strait across the Desert from thence to Bagdad, the plan appeare 
ing feasible, and offering a hope of my yet following soon after the 
Letters sent to that city. I prepared for this really perilous and 
hitherto untried journey. The whole of this was subsequent to the 
period at which the Travels in Palestine close, but Notes of alithe 
time are fortunately preserved. My small stock of baggage was left 
with Mr. Bankes, to be taken by him to Damascas, the only place 
te which I could return in the event of my being driven back, which 
it was necessary to provide for;—and in the dress of a Bedouin 
Arab, withont servant, groom, interpreter, or assistance of any kind 
beyond that of the Guide, I set out, witha peor horse (to avoid 
all temptation to robbery) without a single change of linen, and 
only bread, water, and dry dates,ina sack, to undertake a journey 
in which there was a positive certainty of much suffering, imminent 
risk of plunder and murder, and nothing then known but a waste 
country and a sandy Desert to see! The se were the risks which I 
enconntered to fulfil the best of my ability the second 
portion ofthe trust of Briggs and Ce. (the first having been 
discharged), and foree my way to India (with the additional 
risk of Transmission also when JI got there) to do a vast benefit 
to these Merchants, for the paltry consideration of a slave's al- 
lowance—bare maintenance while employed,—and even this I 
should never have accepted, but that like many honest and onfor- 
tunate men before me, I had not the means to procure bread, 
except atthe risk of my life for the benefit of others. 


to 


I passed, after much difficalty, five or six days’ jour- 
ney South East of the Dead Sea, near to Karak Moab: but here, 
new obstacles arose, and we were driven back, being obliged to fly 
and retrace our steps to Assalt, an independant mountain station 
of Christian Arabs, who are almost constantly at hostility with 
one or other of the Mohammedan tribes of Arabs around them, 
We were detained here some days, and finding further progress 
to the southward impracticable, determined on going to Damascus 
through the Hauran in nearly a strait line,soas totry again to 
reach Aleppo, It was in this retreat, if itmay beso called, that the 
Third Visit to Jerash was made, not to gratify an idle euriosity, 
but because it lay in the direct route, and could not without a 
detour be avoided. Adjeloon fell into the same track, and the 
whole of the Hanran that was subsequently traversed was in the 
strait prosecation of my journey. Daring this stay at Damas- 
cus, my meeting with Mr. Bankes took place on the 23rd of March, 
when all the Notes of the journey made during his absence were 
shewn to him, to which he sabsequentiy referred in bis Letter of 
April 12; and from that time onward, during which [ was detained 
by illness with Lady Hester Stanhope, and by various obstacles 
e'sewhere, not a day was lost in getting to Aleppo as fast as pos- 
sible, where I arrived safe, after greater dangers than almost any 
former Traveller in Syria had ever ran, in the month of May, 1816, 

Here Mr. Bavkes again met me, arriving a few days after I 
reached the town: but to shew how lightly the greatest objects of 
curiosity weighed in my mind, compared with the faithful dis- 
charge of my duty, I may mention this fact, that Mr. Bankes was 
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pressingly urgent for me to accompany him to Palmyra, a journey 
of foar or five days only ; and although the Raius of that City are 
perhaps better worth sceing than all Syria put together, I re- 
sisted his solicitations, and rather than sacrifice even so small a 
portion of time, lost an opportunity of seeing the finest Rains io 
the world, and went with a du!l and wearisome caravan through 
the only route then open of Orfa, Diarbekr, and Mardin, to Mosul. 


It willbe seen by Mr. Barker's first Letter to me, dated 
January 25, 1816, that he acknowledged having received Dis- 
patches from me for India, which he had forwarded by an Ex- 
press Messenger to Bagdad ; and that I bad informed him of my 
having a Letter of Credit on him from Mr. Lee, which he promis- 
ed should be duly bonoured. Even this alone would have justi- 
fied my drawing on him for so small a sum, as 1000 piastres, (not 
more than 300 Rupees,) but as if he had forgotten the former 
Letter altogether, he protested my Bill; and the following Letter 
and its Enclosure, which had been following me on my way, bat 
had not overtaken me owing tomy moving so quickly, reached 
me first at Aleppo, where L arrived in perfect ignorance of the 
whole affair. These [have also still in their Originals, but Co- 
pics of them are worth printing, The Letter and Enclosures are 
as follow :— 

LETTRE. 


Addressée—a Monsieur, Monsieur Z. S. Buckingham, Voyageur An. 
glais. a Abra, vel ubicunque. 


Monsieur, Damas, Avril 20, 1816. 


Je souhaite que votre voyage ait été des plusheurenx, et que votre 
santé soit entierément retablie. On m'a dits qus vons aviez renoncé pour 
le présent & votre Voyage de Balbek, Palmire, &c. et que vons deviez 
rester quelque tems auprés de Son Excellence, la trés honourable 
Milédi Stanhope. 


C’est avec peine qu je dois vous prévenir que Monsieur Barker 
n’a point accepté votre lettre de change de mille piastres, que je vous 
avais procurée; vous sentéz qu’en ayant repondu au Juif, Joseph Harari, 
ques l'afournie, je me trouve fort en peine pour avoir voulu vous obli- 
ger. Faités moi savoir, an plutot, comment cette affaire doit se termi- 
ner. M. Barker me marqte, comme vous le verrés, quil n’a pas l’hon- 
peur de vous connoitre, vous n’autiez pas du tirer sur Ini, sans au 
préalable I’en avoir prévenn. Tachés determiner le plas promptemeut 
cette affaire, pour me tirer de l’embarras. 


J’ai Vhonneur d'etre, avec la plus bante considertion, 
Mensieur, Votre tres humble & tres obeissant Serviteur, 


RICHARD CHABOCEAU., 
(COPIE) 
Damas, Mr. RicHarD CHABOCEAU, Alep, le 11 Avril, 1816. 


J'ai reen la lettre dont vous m’avez honoré 
le 28 Mars dernier. Je vous dois bien de remercimens pour le bon ac- 
eneil que vous avez fait a Mr. W. Bankes; et je ne m’attendois pas a 
moins de votre part, connoissant votre bon ceenr et votre civilité, 


J'ai é1é fort faché de voir qne Mr. Buckingham se soit prevalu sur 
moi de Ps. 1000; et je vous previens que je n'ai pas accepté sa traitte, 
n’ayant ancan fond a lui, ni aucan Document en main gui put m’engages 
a payer pour lui cette somme. Ainsi sa traitte retourne @ Damas par 
cette occasion au nommé Yousef Harari, a lordrede qui elle est: et com- 
me les gens du pays ne font aucune formalite en Chancellerie. en pareil 
cas, pour ses protets, j'ai cru necessaire de vous joindre ici ma declaration 
en Triplicate de non acceptation et non payement de cette traitte, a fin- 
que le nomme Yousef Harari puisse se faire rembourser cette somme de 
Mr. Buckingham, et qu'il puisse faire ses diligences a la céte s'il etoit 
deja parti de Damas. Comme je n’ai pas l’hounenr de connoitre Mr. 
Buckingham en auenne maniétre, vous ne serez pas surpris que j'en agis- 
se ainssi; mais je ne suis pas moins faché d’avoir été dans le cas de re- 
fuser ce payement pour le bon regle et pour ne pas compromettre ce pe- 
tit fond, Je vous joins ici ane lettre pour Mr. Catzifles de Tripoli, pour 
le prier de faire les demarches qni seront necessaires pour faire rem- 
bourser ces 1000 piastres 4 Mr. Buckingham, s’il se tronvera sur cette 
echelle. Dans tel cas, le nommé Yousef Harari pourra enveyer la lettre 
de change et ma declaration 4 Mr. Catzifles par votre entremise, et je 
suis persuadé qu'il ve le laissera pas partir sans avoir cet argent. 


Comme je veux faciliter, antant qn’il depende de moi, le nommé Ha- 
rari pour lui procurer les moyens d'un prompt remboursement, surtout 
dans l'idee que vous ponrriez @tre ...... si par cas vous avier garanti a 
ce Juif le payement qu'il a fait a Mr. Buckingham, j’ai pris la determi- 
nation de vous cuvoyer la presente par un messager ad hoc, que vous me 
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a votre commodité. Le Juif, portenr de la lettre de 
change, n’a pas voulu profiter de mon messager pour la renvoyer au nom- 
mé Harari, et il l’a remise par la Caravanne, qui part demaio matin peur 
Damas. 


J’ai Vhonveur de vous saleur bien cordialement, 


(Signé) J. BARKER. 
P.S.—Vous ne tronverez plus ci joint la lettre pour Mr. Catzifles, la 
lui faisaut parvenir voye de Hama, afin qu’il la recoive plutdt. 


COPIE. 


Je soussigné declare qu'il en a été presenté ce jour une traitte snr 
moi, tirée par Mr. J. S. Buckingham, dateé de Damas du 26 Mars 18/6,43 
jours de vue pour la somme de mille piastres enmonnoye duG. S. al’ordre 
de Yousef Harari, negociant Juif de Damas, et que j’en ai refusé |'ac- 
ceptation et le payement au porteur Juif du pays qui me l'a presentée, 
attendn que je n’ai aucun fonds en mes mains pour compte du tireur, et 
quil ne m’a pas méme exhibé ancune lettre de credit valable en sa favear 
surmoi. Au foi de quoij’ai signé la presente declaration pour servira a 
qui de droit. 


Fait triple a Alep le 11 Avril 1816. 
(Sigué) JOHN BARKER, Consul de S. M. Britannique a Alep 


X.—MR. BARKER—CONSUL OF ALEPPO, 


10th.—As my differences with Mr. Barker at Aleppo are laid 
great stress on, notwithstanding his subsequent avowal of error 
and kind treatment of me, as wellas friendly Letters, I shall repeat 
here the detail given of that aflair in my Letter to Mr. Babington, 
published among others on the 15th of August last. I supported 
this by sending him home the Manascript Journals, containing 
the more full details of the affair, which having been since return- 
ed to me, I am willing to shew to any one who may desire it 
here. Inthe mean time the outline of the facts will suffice; 
and these are contained in the following Extract of the Letter 
to Mr. Babington before referred to. 


“Tam glad you have seen Dr. Meryon (Lady Hester Stanhope’s 
Physician who had returned from Syria to England), as indeed I should be 
rejoiced to learn that you had fallen in with any other person from that 
quarter of the world, to consult and examine about my movements and 
character; because, Iam satisfied that the more they are probed and 
enquired into, the more T shall appear to have been unjustly calumniated, 
The Aleppo story, which he mentions to you, I thought yon had fully 
known, forit was detailed at length in the small Books of my Notes, 
the whole of which were in your possession during my stay at Madras, 
and the only reason I did not advert to it again in my late Correspon- 
dence with you, was simply that I didnot imagine it would have any 
bearing on the question at issue, for I have really nothing to disguise or 
suppress, of any kind whatever. As ithas been mentioned however to 
my disadvantage, and called an “imprisonment,” which term alone shows 
how much it has been misconceived, I enclose you au extract of the whole 
affair from my original votes, writtenat Aleppo, wherein you will see 
whether Mr. Barker was justified in his treatment of me or not. The 
outline of the case was this: On my leaving Alexandria, as you knew, 
Mr. Lee guaranteed the payment of my expences to India, furnishing me 
with some ready cash for my journey to Aleppo, and giving me a Letter 
of Credit on Mr. Barker there for such money asI might need for the rest 
of my journey, without specifying the sum. Onmy landing ou the coast 
of Syria, I was driven by various causes detailed in my Journal to move 
in a direction contrary to that originally proposed, and at last seeing lit. 
tle hope of getting on with any speed by way of Aleppo, I attempted to 
go from Nazareth, when I parted with Mr. Bankes there, by way of 
Assalt and the Desert East of the Dead Sea to Baghdad, as I had heard 
of such a road being practicable. As it was doubtful, however, I made 
provision for my returning to Damasens in case of failure, and to pursue 
my original plau at leisure, since it was too late to hope to reach Lodia 
after these delays, for the particular monsoonI was expected to come 
back by. I could not get on by this Desert route, and came back 
to Damascus through the Haruan. I reached there in great dis. 
tress, suffering much in health, and being destitute or nearly so of money, 
AsI had my original Letter of Credit on Mr. Barker with me,* I show- 
ed itto Mr. Chabocean, a French Merchant there, who, on the faith of 
it, cashed for mea Bill of 1,000 piastres on Mr. Barker at Aleppo, to 
whom I wrote, enclosing a copy of my Letter of Credit, and apprising him 
of what I had done, reserving the original till I came to see him myself, 
From this Letter being couched in what Mr. Barker thonght nnmercan- 





® Sent over from Seyda, where Mr, Baukes had left my baggage 
and papers in Lady Hester Stanhope’s charge, with other Letters 
for me while at Damascus. 
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tile terms, and naming no limited som, he suspected it was a forgery of 
mine, protested my Bill, and returned it to Mr. Chaboceau. Jt was 
immediately given ont that Iwas a Swindler ; and but for Lady Hester 
Stanhope’s influeace, which she exercised by writing to all the Consuls 
and other people in my way, to assure them she was satisfied of Mr. Bar- 
ker’s suspicions being nnfounded, and taking on herself the responsibili- 
ty of their letting me pass unmolested, T should have been arrested, and 
petbaps imprisoned as a Swindler on the road. 


At length, however, [reached Aleppo, in entire ignorance all this 
while of the clamour abroad against me, and waited on Mr. Barker, in 
expectation ofakind reception, I was met, by bim, with great cool- 
ness, and obliged topnt up ata caravanseria, instead of at his house, 
where [remained at perfect liberty however, and not in auy shape under 
the least restraint, untilmy baggage came from Latakea, that I might pro- 
duce my original Letter of C.edit and setall torights. Inthe mean time 
Mr. Bankes arrived at Aleppo, was much shocked at my treatment, called 
to see me in my quarters, solicited me to let him take me to Mr. Barker's, 
whom he had assured of my being incapable of the deception he thought 
me guilty of, and behaved to me throughout with great kindness and 
friendship. I was firm, however, and would not move until my baggage 
came, when I sent Mr. Lee’s original Letter, which convinced Mr. Barker of 
his error, and then he himself waited upon me in the caravanseria, to ex- 
press his regret, tomake apologies, and torepairhis conduct by every 
thing in his power. He accordingly took me to the Foreign Consuls on 
a visit of ceremony and introduction, lodged me_ in his house, where 
Tremained with Mr, Baukes for several days, showed me every honor and 
attention, advanced me all the money I needed, made a bargain with a 
Moosul Merchant to make me one of his party on the journey to that 
city, sent hie brother several miles out of town with me when we set ont, 
and in short by atrain of good deeds attached me very much to him, and 
made me entirely forget allihat had happened before,” 


To corroborate the fact stated in my Notes, ef Mr. Barker 
becoming subsequently my Friend, and doing all he could to 
atone for this harsh and suspicious treatment of me. I subjoin 
a Letter of bis (the Original of which is in my possession) writ- 
ten afier my leaving Aleppoon my way to Mosul and Bagdad, 
for which jourucy be had furnished me all the money and credit 
I required, and procured a merchant of the first named city to 
take me as one of his party. 


Mr. Barker’s first acknowledgement of the receipt of my 
Dispatches for Forbes and Co. and his expression of willinguess 
to honor the Letter of Credit which I held from Mr, Lee is dated 
January 25, 1816. His refusal to accept my Draft for Looo 
Piastres, and orders to arrest me on the road to recover the mo- 
ney, if necessary, is dated April 11, 1816. Oar meeting and re- 
conciliation at Aleppo took place in May 18, 1816, and the fol- 
Jowing isa Letter bearing date about June 11, 1816, in reply 
to a Letter of mine, complaining of the conduct of aman of the 
Mosul Merchant's suite, who had been expressly paid to atteud 
on my horse. 

LETTER, 

Babala, Tuesday, (T believe the 11th June) 1816. 
Your letter of the 2d aud 3d instant, from near Orta, reach 
ed me yesterday, and afforded me much pleasure that you had proceed. 
eA far* on your jontucy without any serious accident, and that you 
were satisfied with the behaviour of your host. Bat nothing could 
exceed my surprise and indiguation oo learning that the nephew 
of Hagi Abprabman had denied that his uncle had received th- 150 pi- 
astres, which it had been agreed should be paid for your baggage, vour 
board and lodging, and the attendance of a servant of the caravan npon 
your horse. 

The money was paid in Rubies iuto the hades of Abdal Leteef in 
the presence of the son of Hahmet Hasbea by NaLum. 


*¢ Dear Sir, 


I am perfectly aware of the disagreeable position iu which you have 
been thrown by the unaccountabie effroatery of that denial; avd you 
must well imagine that I canno: be inseusible to the slur that Las there. 
by been laid wpou the characcer of owe of my confidential dependants, 
It is therefore as mach vu his as your consideration, that I cow dispatch 
an express messenger, at my owu Clarge, ia the bops of his being able 
to remit you this letter before yoa quit Mousul; aud conscquen! y io 
time to allow of your coming to au widerstanding with Hagi Abc rah- 
man and his nephew; which I trast the eucised letior will enable you 
to do, and the result will be your sull convictios thai the duplicity, rot 
to give it a hasher term, in this transection, belongs entuc.y to Ao] 
Lateef, and that Nahuw faithfully fulfiled mine and yet iMteuiens. 


PrP T ETT TLE ETE EET ETE TT TET TTT eee ee a i i a eee LL 


Pe tet et ee 


ne ed 


Your horse was sold for 170 piastres: but the whole of the money 
bas not vet been received, and there will be some trifling deductions for 
brokerage to those who co-operated in it’s sale. 


For the balance, whatever it may be, after paying Nahum for a 
kamar, 4 locks, and leather bag, and oid Chabocean for the charges 
attending his expressto Lady Hester, L shall aceount with Mr. Lee, 


Mr. Bankes succeeded in compeliing, thro’ Malem Usuf, the rogue 
Nazser to accept of piastres 1000 for a safe couduct and escort to Paimy- 
ra. He set out trom Hamah on the evening oftie 2d instant, after having 
waited 4 or 5 days in vain for the arrival there of the two Irish gentle. 
men. 

My family join me and Mr. Masevk in best wishes for the future 
happy prosecution of your journey, and I remain, 


Dear Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 


J. BARKER.” 
It is hoped that tkese will be quite sufficient to prove that 
as far as the Aleppo transactions are concerned, Mr, Barker was 
entirely satisfied of my innocence and integrity, If any subse- 
quent change took place in his opinions, it must have been in 
consequence of the receipt of Mr. Burckhardt’s “ Paper,” :—and 
I should not wonder at any man being staggered by such a bold and 
strong accumalation of charges as that Paper contained ; but 
Mr. Barker being an old and zcalous friend of Sheik Ibrahim, 
and having already suspected and ill-treated me, (iho’ after. 
wards atoned for,) he would have a double reason to receive 
readily such a host of new charges, one because of his long 
Standing acquaintance with Sheik Ibrahim, and slight know- 
ledge of me; and another from his naturally suspicious dis- 
position, and a willingness to justify to others his former harsh 
misconception of my character as correct. If it be so, I can 
only say, thatas Mr. Babington’s refutation of Mr. Burckhardt’s 
charges entirely satisfied Mr. Rich; so I think they ought to sa- 
tisfy Mr. Barker ;—but even if it did not,—the good opinion of 
Mr. Rich, who had no such secret causes for a bias either one 
way or the other, is worth more than that of a man who had so 
many temptations to yield to one side of the question in prefer- 
ence to another, As this Publication may be read by those who 
may not have seen Mr. Rich’s Letter in the Jounnat of the 19th 
instant. Lrepeatit here: . 


“My Dear Sir, 





Bagdad, April 7, 1820, 
I have had the pleasnre of receiving your Letter of the 
25th December, and I believe I have to plead guilty to the charge of not 
having answered several of your former communications, but I bave un- 
fortunately the best excuse, in the continued ill health with which I have 
had to struggle for avery longtime past, and which has rendered 
existence a burthen and atormentto me. It was with the utmost paia 
that Lcould get throngh my indispensible duties ; my private corres- 
poudence I was obliged to sacrifice altogether, The return of the cold 
weather brought me scarcely any relief. A little excursion I have lately 
made to the frontiers of Persia, was attended with rather more success, 
and though it has not restored me to the enjoyment of health, it has 
given me jast strength and spirits sufficient to prepare for a journey 
No howard towards Courdistan, where [mean toremain till the approach. 
ing beats ave passed, So extraordinarily bad was our last summer, 
so tearfully exceeding any thing you experienced here (though you had 
a tolerable specimen of our climate) that I had at one time a notion of 
sending a description of it to your excellent Paper (which by the way 
always affords me the greatest pleasure), but I shrnuk from the tack, as 
the operation of writing is peculiarly painful to me, 


Ihavereceived Mr: Babington’s Letter, aud consider it as a 
COMPLETE REFUTATION of Sheik Ibrahim'’s charges against you, As 
those charges were seut through Aleppo, I intend as soon as Barker re- 
turns to that place, to forward him Mr, Babiugion’s Letter, which will 
I hope have the same effect ou him as it has had on my mind. 


Your Book, I had requested Mr. Erskine to put down my name for, 
before I was aware of your kind intention ; Ishall accept the Copy you 
offer with pleasure, and read it [ aim certain with great interest. Lhave 
so auch todo in preparing for my journey, aud am still so weak, that 
Lmaust conclude my Letter. 


{ remaiu, My Dear Sir, very truly yonrs, 
CLAUDIUS JAMES RICH.” 























Sunday. December 22, L=22. 


XL—LADY HESTER STANHOPE, 
1ith.—-Some pretended fragments of Letters from Mr. Barker 
to Lady Hester Stanhope have becn published inthe Joun Butt, 
without date, expressive of his disapprobation, which he might 
well like to justify, in excuse for his own previous suspi- 
cions ;* and some mysterious story about a Shawl of Lady 
Hester Stanhope’s has been darkly alluded to, as referring to 
this period, which I understand as little as those who quote 
them, unless it may relate to Her Ladyship commissioning me to 
send her a Shawl from Ludia of my own choice, which I fee! pride 
in acknowledging. Itis fortunate that I bappen to have in my 
possession, the Letters of Mr. Barker eter I had received his per- 
sonal apologies for his harsh and unwarranted suspicions,—after 
I had received from him even painful civilities intended to repair, 
as well as these could repair, the injaries of the past,—and after 
being accompanied by his brothers from the City of Aleppo to the 
place of encampment, to bid me fare-well, and see me safe on my 
journey. I have also Letters froin Lady Hester Stanhope, received 
from Syria since my residence in Calcutta, which furnish proof 
of her favorable opinion of my part in the past transactions, 
long since Mr. Barker’s Correspondence ceased, and long since 
my quitting that country. 
. I shall content myself here with a few very short Extracts 
from one of this high-minded and honourable Lady’s Letters, 
long since the transactions referred to, which with every candid 
mind will be enough. Her Ladyship says :— 

«Mr, Salt is you know arrived in Egypt, and has been appointed 
East India Agent, which I am vastly glad of, as it will put it in his pow- 
er to serve you, which I make no donbt he will do with pleasnre, since 
you turn out to be the honorable character I took you for.—I shall set ali 
things right with him.” 

**1 hope that what has already happened will teach you to be very 
exact in the way of business and in all money transactions, and that you 
will have completely made it up with Mr. Barker before leaving Aleppo. 
He was once so cheated by a Sir Somebody Callender, that I do not won- 
der that he was upon his guard, and that every little thing awakened his sus- 
picion. As it is always a good principle to return good for evil, L hope 
if it is in your power apon your return here to be useful to his Brothers 
in placing one of them in an Agency House, that you will not allow the 
recollection of the past to dwell upon your mind. The idea that you will 
not, is, I think, the highest encomium I cun pass upon your liberality and 


goodness of heart.” 
« [have scolded yon a great deal, but I have meant it for your good, 
and it has not diminised the interest I feel in the welfare ofa person who 








—~e-'To shew what credit is due to these pretended fragments, for no 
proof whatever is given of their anthenticity, it is sufficient to notice 
one short paragraph,wherein Mr. Barker is represented as saying of me, 


“ That Mr. Bankes pressed him when at Aleppo to accompany him to 
Palmyra, but that the sense of his duly was so strong as to overpower his 
ardent desire to see the enly remuining antiquities of Syria, which he had 
not visited: while | kNow THAT Mr. BANKES HAD NO DESIRE OF His 
Company.” 

In answer to this unattested and unauthenticated fragment of 
Mr. Barker’s Letter, T need only oppose the attested and!authenticated 
Letter of Mr. Bankes himself, testified to by nine of the most respect- 
able individuals iv India, and the Original of which is in my possession 
for any man to see, Witich he closes with these remarkable words. 

*“* J shall make my way pretty direct for Aleppo, lengthening out my road 
by excursions however here and there, to give you «time to come up to me, so 
that I trust that at the latest we may meet in Aleppo and MAKE OUR Jour- 
NEY To PALMYEA TOGETHER.” 


Mr. Barker is made to say also that he would not have advanced the 
money if Thad attempted to go by Palmyra! Now every one must 
know that if [I coald have got a Guide to take me throagh Palmyra to 
Bagdad (and wy not being able to do so was the only reasun of my uot 
going by that route), I might have got to that City im 14 days by tie 
Desert,allowing 4 for a haltat Palmyra, and at a small expence, instead 
of being from two to three months by the Caravan through Mardin and 
Mosul, and at four or five times the cost, for which Mr, Barker did 
advance the money!! The inconsistevcy and folly of such an assertion (if 
M., uker ever made it), is therefore too palpable to need.a word of 
commit. 


He is made to talk also of the “‘large sums of money taken up at 


Acerno to prosecute his Travels in Persia,” when by Briggs and Co.'s 
ow idence, the whole sum expended during twetve months of a most 
even pericd, and often of pressing and urgent demand for expence, 


was lcs ‘han 4,000 Rupees! though my Letter of Credit being unlimit- 
ed, TL might have taken up and been supplied with 10,000, if 1 bad 
dishonest motives, and were disposed to ask it.) 
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has held up against misfortune with so much fortitude, and made so ma- 
uy praise-worthy efforts to place himself in a respectable situation in 
lite.” 

** Looking into an Army List the other day, I found that Colonel 
Marray (remember Murray in the Dragoons, for there are two in India) 
was in Bengal. Perhaps therefore, you may not see him: if se it is not 
worth while hardly to send him the Letter, as it was to introduce you 
aud give me au opportunity of hearing of the welfare of a very hovest 
and amiable man, which I think you will acknowledge him to be, if you 
make his acquaintance. His really amiable character caused him to be 
a great favorite of Mr. Pitt, when he was stationed at Walmer Barracks, 
Should Sir Evan Nepean be still at Bombay, present my compliments 
to him, &c. &c.” 

These are perhaps more than sufficient to satisfy the most 
sceptical; and if their authenticity is doubted, Lam prevared to 
produce the original Letter to any one who may desire to see it. 


It is painful to me to be forced even to allude to matters 
of so strictly private a matare: but when my Enemies leave no 
meaus untried to blast my reputation, I am compelled to shew 
them to be wrong: and any one who will do me te justice 
to examiue these documents for himseff, will see how easily E 
can rebut every charge that bas been raised against me. 


I have already stated in the Preface to my Travels in 
Palestine, what were my obligations to this excellent Lady, of 
whom I shall never cease to think, but with esteem and respect : ® 
—and I take occasion to repeat here, that it cannot possibly 
give her generous heart a greater degree of pain, than it does my 
own, to be forced in any manner to associate ber name in the 
same pages with those of persons so unworthy of that distinc- 
tion as the Enemies against whom Iam defending myself, I 
know, however, that her heroic spirit, gentle and mild as it isin 
the exercise of benevo lence, forgiveness, and every virtue that 
ean adorn her sex, would yet fire with indignation at hearing her 
name cited, as lending weight to injuries and calumuies against 
the innocent: and thathertruly noble bosom would swell with 
indignation, if these pages should ever reach her eye, at finding 
the use that had been made by unknown slanderers here, of her 
unsullied name; andthatI should receive her full forgiveness 
for having ventured to tell themthe true natore of her generous 
and admirable conduct towards me, who had no claim whate- 
ver on her friendship, orber protection, 


XII.—DELAYS ON THE JOURNEY TO INDIA. 


12th.—To return to the Journey to India. Everv one who has 
heard of Caravan travelling, knows how slow itis. From Aleppo 
to Mosul, I was still longer than the usual time, fom the road 
being obstructed by the Wahabees. At Magsnl, I took Tartar 
Horses, and went to Bagdad with Tarkish Couriers. riding 60, 
70, and 80 miles aday, ina barning sun, with the thermometer at 
120 and 125 in the shade ; and on arriving at Bagdad, I was laid up 
io Mr. Rich’s House, ill for more than a month, and unable to 
proceed. Dr. Hine, the Medical Gentleman there, would not per- 
mit a descent to Bussorah at that season of the year, as aftera 
severe illness a Bussorah fever would be almost certain of bring- 
ing death in itstrain, It was necessiry therefore to go through 
Persia to Bushire.t This was another long and tedious 


* The passage in the Preface to the Travels ia Palestine is this, page £5: 





“This journey of twelve long months was protracted by dapgers and 
obstacles which no one had foreseen, and rendered tedious by repeated 
illness arising from sufferings and privations in the way, My recovery 
from these I owed in one instance to the hospitable attentions which [I 
received in the Convent of Mar Elias from the hands of the amiable La. 
dy Hester Stauhope, aname that deservesto be immortalized if talents 
and virtues of the highest order give claim to immortality ; and in another, 
to the friendly offices of Mr, and Mrs. Rich, in the bosom of whose 
family at Baghdad L found all the consolations which benevolence and 
syinpathy could bestow, and all the pleasure that learning, accomplish. 
ments, and refined taste conld yield. 

+t The Frienp of Burckuaror, in the blindness of his rage, makes 
sad havoc with his Geography; tor I ueither visited ‘‘ Kirbiila” as he 
writes it, nor the ruins of Susa: and “Shapoor”’ is not, as he supposes, 
to the eastward, but westward of Shiraz, whether the bearing be taken by 
a “‘ Pocket Compass,” or a “‘ Brass Bignacle Tell-Tale,” lying nearly im 
the direct road from Shiraz to Bushire—-though his object is to shew that 
in visiting Shapoor, I went away to the Eastward of Shiraz in quite an 
opposite direction to that in which my business lay!! If this Gentleman’s 
authority as to facts is no better than as to Learings, it is worth very 
little indeed, 
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journey, and accomplished with risk, difficulty, and suffering, From 
Bushire there were no vesselsto sail for Bombay for many 
weeks: but an indirect opportunity offered of cetting on, 
by accompanying a Bombarding Squadron of Ships of War going 
to Ras-el-khyma, to chastise the Joassamee Pirates. Safety 


was aduty doubly incumbent on me, first for my family, and next } 


for the interests dependant on the personal explanations I was 
deputed to make on reaching the end of my journey: yet my 
desire to get ag soon as possible to the place of destination su- 
perseded this, and I accordingly accompanied the Sqaadron to 
the Port of the Pirates. While there, tho’ neither fame nor for- 
tune awaited me from the contest, [ volunteered my services 
to actas Arabian Interpreter, and actually accompanied the Com- 
mander of the Squadron on shore, both of us unarmed, and went 
through the heart of the Arab town, pelted by some, menaced by 
others, and surrounded all the way by a ferocious band of the 
most lawless ruffians, all armed, and wanting only a provoking 
word or look to cat our throats,—satin the assembly of the 
Chiefs during two hours’ warm deliberation, without our having 
any protection to war ant this temerity, and returned to the Ships 
in a safety little expected by many who had watched our landing. 


This was the last event worthy of notice before my arrival at 
Bombay, where I wentin one of the Ships of the Squadron, and 
fortunately found, on my coming there, that Messrs. Briggs 
and Co,’s interests had suffered nothing from this succession ef 
delays, as the Despatches had arrived safe, months before, 
and bad been acted upon according to the determination of the 
parties; so that the only person who had really sustained injury 
by the delay, was the unfortunate Messenger himself, who had, 
besides infinite suffering and privatioo, been three or four times in 
imminent peril of his life from deadly assaults, not to mention 
lesser skirmish s, and twice from dangerous illuess,—who had 
lost nearly a year in time, with the additional evil of a suspen. 
sion of all correspondence with England, so that his family kaew 
not whether he was alive or dead,—and all for the paltry consi- 
deration of having his bare expences paid, to which the meanest 
siave and menial ts entitled during the time that he Jabours for 
anotber, This mighty charge of a Breach of Trust, on which 
go much stress has been laid by those who neither understood nor 
would use the plain and honest means of informing themselves 
on the matter, is therefore, of all the charges that have been 
alleged, the most groundless and untenable. 


The only crime that can be truly laid to my charge, is that 
of having travelled with my eyes open, and made use of my 
readivg to illustrate the description of a country full of inte- 
resting objects atevery step. If Messrs. Briggs and Co. had 
sent their Letters and verbal explanations by a person who could 
neither read nor write, he might have met with the same obsta- 
cles, have spent as much money, and have been unable to give 
theireause any assistance when he reached his journey’s end :—but 
having entrusted this task to one whocould read and write, and 
who applied immense labour, long after the journey was made, to 
pat his hasty Notes into form for the public eye, like trae Merchants 
they insist on having a share of the profits, forgetting that they 
had no hand in furnishing the mind and talent which was the real 
eapital, nor any sharein the labour of production; though they 
were paltry enough to argue that since I could not have written 
a Book on Palestine without passing through that country, and 
since I should not have passed through it anless I had been 
charged with their Letters, therefore they were entitled to ashare 
of the profits derived from the Book in question! They might 
as well claima share in the profits of the Journat, because they 
might argue, that unless they had helped me I should never have 
eome to India, and anless I bad come to India the JournaL 
would probably never have been established! ! 


Ihave regretted, often and often, since the period of con- 
senting to give op any portion of the sam expended, that I 
was ever prevailed on to do so: but I gave the strongest 
possible proof of my desiring nothing but Jastice, in my readi- 
ness to submit the matter to Arbitration, which Mr. Briggs, 
knowing the weakness of his claim, would not accede to. A Law- 
Suit, to one unused to such proceedings, as I was then, is an ap- 
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palling thing, and more particularly to one who has no money, 
who must work toearn his bread, and whuse profession (of a Sai- 
lor) reqaires that he should be free to move wherever and when- 
ever duty calls. It was, therefore, to avoid this, in which even 
triumph is sometimes ruinous, that I consented, as the lesser 
evil of the two, togive three Promissory Notes, one for £50 at 6 
months, one for £50 at 12 months, and one for £100 on the day 
the Travels were published, all of which have been paid, tho’ if 
Mr. Briggs had areal claim to one farthing of it, be had to the 
whole, since he never attempted to dispute the fact of its being all 
required for the journey in question. 





XIII.—SUPPRESSED VOLUME OF TRAVELS. 


13th.—The next point in order, that I remember as charged 
against me is, that Two Volumes of the Travels in Palestine were 
promised and only one has appeared; from which it is afected 
to be inferred that One Whole Volume has been suppressed, 
and that this sappressed part may contain the Notes of 
Mr. Bankes relating to Jerash. The Manuscript sent home, from 
being widely and largely written, appeared bulky enough to 
furnish two thin Volumes, which were thought preferable to one 
thick Volume, On making it up in type, however, it was found 
that the bulk bad been over-rated, and that there was not more 
than enough for one good sized Quarto Book, The only part claimed 
by Mr. Bankes is that which relates to Jerash ; and the large space 
which this occupies in the Volume, will shew that no part of it 
can have been omitted. As to the rest, I declare most solemn- 
ly my entire and sincere belief that not five pages, out of upwards 
of five hundred, have been reduced from the Original sent home, and 
these I believe to have been either anecdotes of manners that 
were thought. unfit for the public eye, however necessary toa 
just appreciation of character and freely enough told by all old 
Travellers, and some quotations from Josephus and others which 
were thonght too long. 


XIV.—MR. BURCKHARDT’S FAMOUS “PAPER,” 


14th.—The next point is that stated by the Frienp or Burck- 
uarpT, as to a mistake in the exact time of circulating the famous 
“ Paper,” the date of which I never knew ; and the fact of my hav- 
ing seen this Paper, a Copy of which I had said Icould never 
even obtain a sight of. In both these cases, I can solemnly lay 
my hand on my heart, and say I had no intention whatever 
to deceive any one. The exact date of the circalation of the 
Paper I had no means of knowing, buat I really believed it to 
have been as stated, and I shewed my love of candour and 
fair dealing by immediately conceding more on this point 
than I since think could have bees reasonably expected of me. 
The expression of not obtaining a sight of a Copy, I cannot 
explain otherwise than I have already done, by asserting my 
belief that I either wrote or meant to write that I could not 
even obtain, or retain a Copy; but whether the error was one of 
a wrong impression on the mind at the time of writing, a wrong 
expression of what was meant, or a wrong printing of what was 
written, it is of no importance whatever; since no use was made 
of it, no stress laid on it, no argument bailt on it, no conse- 
quence deduced from it, and if these points were both struck out 
of the question, the Accusation and Defence would remain exactly 
as they stood at first.* My very readiness to admit the error, was a 
proof of my having no intention to mis-state: and if there be men 
who think sach an error of any weigh.. amidst the mass of crime 
of which my Accusers were guilty, and which I was anxiously 
engaged in developing and exposing, [can only say my contempt 








* I may add in a Note, a very striking proof of my entire freedom 
from all intention to keep the fact of my having seen this “‘ Paper” 
a secret, (independent of the absurdity of such a design,) that on the 
Sunday preceding the day on which this charge appeared against mein 
Joun Buxt, I sent my detailed Reply to the “Paper,” which professed 
to answer every charge in it, to Mr. Palmer, at his Office, where it was 
read by him and shown to another G ntleman with him, before any thing 
was known of the intended detection of my error. If my intention were to 
deceive the world by concéaling the fact of my baving seen the “ Pa- 
per” could Lhave done this ?— 
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for their judgments is only surpassed by my pity for their per- 
verted hearts and understaudings. 


XV.—POCKET AND BINNACLE COMPASS. 


15tb.—The blander of mistaking a Red Morocco Pocket 
Compass, worn as a Watch, for a Brass Binnacle Tell-Tale—is 
too ridicalous to deserve any more than a mere enumeration io 
the list of things advanced with confidence, and obliged to be 
abandoned in shame and despair. 


XVL—IMPOSITION ON THE LATE BISHOP. 


16th.—It is charged against me also that I deceived the late 
Bishop, by keeping from his view the Preface of the Book 
in which be was made to appear as appreving of it. This 
is as false as every thing else that bas been asserted from 
the same quarter. The late Bishop saw the Prospectus in 
which his name was used. before it was printed, and afterwards al- 
so; and the Preface of the Book was in the Bishop’s hands seve- 
ral weeks, with the rest of the MSS. nor was therea single word ; 
added to or taken from the Book after it came from the Bishop’s 
hands till it was sent home, the trifliag pencil emendations in half 
a dozen places having been made at his own house, 





XVIIL—PRETENSIONS TO GREEK LEARNING. 


17th.—The next grave charge is that I have pretended to 
be a perfect Greck Scholar, while I do not understand the Greek 
Alphabet. Both of these it is impudently asserted that I have 
admitted;—merely because I thought the charge fit only to 
be laughed at. In the first place, Imever once pretended to 
be deeply versed in Greck learning; though with the help of 
a Lexicon 1 can anderstand the sense ofa passage in Jose- 
phus, in Strabo, and io other prose writers:—and I should like 
to know from this sage Critic, who contends that no man can be 
said to read Homer who does not read him in Greek, and whom 
I laughed at by saying if this were true no man could be 
said to read his Bible who did not understand Hebrew, I 
should like to know of this Leviathan in logic, how it could 
possibly happen that if a person knew not Greek from 
Turkish (which is nearly what Mr. Bankes and his Friend 
too would maintain) he -could fill a Book with Greck Notes 
to illustrate the text, and contrive to fit every Note in its 
right place! The Quarterly Reviewers are no mean Greci- 
ans, and they would have been too happy to shew that the 
Greek Notes were all strewed at random, probably purloined 
from Mr. Bankes, and ranged like empty boxes to make up a 
shew, wherever they would look best. But the learning of the 
Book has defied even their criticism, and in the few places they 
ventured to touch mein that,my most vulnerable part, they were 
more completely foiled than I bad ever had the vanity to suppose 
possible by one whois “no noble, ignorant of the arts,and a 
simple mariner,” as Earyalus said to Ulysses. So far from ever 
pretending to deep learning of any kind, [ have invariably regretted 
my want of it, and confessed that being sent to sea at the early age 
of nine years, I never had an opportunity of receiving any Educati- 
onsince thatperiod, I bave long since been convinced, however, 
that a good cause, a pure heart, and a sound mind, are more 
than a match for all the Learning of all the Universities on earth, 
when mere questions of plain fact and simple reasoning are under 
discassion, With respect to the Notes, however, whether in 
Greek or any other language, I can assert with trath—that I de- 
rived no assistance from apy individual in their compilation: — 
and that the writing, reading, and illustration by Notes, of the 
whole Work, was entirely my own. 





XVIII.—IMPOSITION ON MR. PALMER. 

18th.—Itis next said that Ihave imposed upon Mr, Pal- 
mer, and practised on him the greatest deceit and duplicity, 
That fearless and just man would be, however, the last to con- 
tinue the appearance of his friendship to one whom be did not 
traly and heartily esteem as worthy of bis countenance and pro- 
tection. It happens that he, who has been made most intimately 
acquainted with all that bas transpited, is only on that account > 
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the more satisfied of the totally groundless nature of the charges 
preferred against me; and all, who like him have examined the 
matter for themselves, have risen with a conviction of my inno- 
eence. Shall I put into the scale against such honest men as 
these, persons whom apathy or any other cause detects from 
looking into the merits of the case, or probing matters to the 
bottom, and who yet suffer themselves to be carried away by 
unsupported assertion, while they have neither the couraze to stem 
the influence of Party, nor the candour to avow themselves cither 
friends or enemies? Away with sach heartless trimming as this !— 
Let the Party be worshipped, and their Victim destroyed, if this 
be the only path to favor; or let the Party becontemned as they 
deserve to be, if nothing but the unjust destruction of the Iuno- 
cent will serve their parpose. But men who are afraid to ap- 
prove, though their hearts will not allow them to condemn, are 
quite unworthy of consideration. 





XIX.—TRANSACTIONS WITH MR. BURCKHARDT. 


19th.—The next charges that remain to notice, are those of 
my having professed to have been honored and respected by Mr. 
Burckhardt up to the day of his death, though I knew he had tak- 
en every means of shewing his hatred of me:—of having been re- 
ceived at the tables of many families in Calcutta, because I pro- 
fessed myself to be the bosom-friend at that time of Mr. Burck- 
hardt, who I knew had reviled me ;—of having been guilty of the 
basest ingratitude towards the same Mr. Burckhardt, by calum- 
niating the man who had relieved my distresses at Jedda ;— 
and of having angenerously intreduced to the world, Mr. Babing- 
ton’s Letter exposing his calumnics and contradicting his asser- 
tions, tho’ the said calumnies had not appeared against me in 
print, and tho’ I knew the person who first uttered -them was 
dead. To all these serious charges, which are just as false as 
every thing else that belongs to this Guilty Drama and its Guilty 
Agitators, I shall reply seriatim: and after these, Ido not remem- 
ber asingle important or even unimportant point that will net have 
been reverted to and repelled: 


My first meeting with Mr. Burckhardt was whea ascending 
the Nile in November 1813. Nothing could be more enthusiastie 
than the romantic feeling of attachment which I firmly believe 
we both sincerely felt towards each other after a short acquaint- 
ance of only twodays. The following paragraph of a Letter of 
Mr. Barckhardt’s to me (the Original of which is ip my possession) 
dated within a few wecks after that meeting (Dec, 13, 1813,) will 
shew what he thought of me then. 

“* My Dear Sin,—Tie regret I'feel at being ebliged to leave Esneh 
before you return, much outweighs the pleasure I should else have ex. 
perienced from being at last enabled to put an end to my tedious stay 
in Upper Egypt. But thus is the unfortunate lot of Travellers. They 
must suddenly part with persons whose character and acquirements 
have inspired them with the greatest esteem, in order to mix for 
months with beings, the shapes of whose bodies alone entitle them 
to the name of human, The hope of mutnal remembrance is then the 
only consvlation: and on my part I beg youto rest assured that the 
memory of the two days you granted me at Esneh shall never be obli- 
terated from my mind and beart.” 


The next place of my meeting with Mr. Burckhardt was at 
Jedda. I hadarrived there from Suezin extreme distress, having 
been shipwrecked on the passage, aud lost almost every thing I 
possessed, my papers only excepted, besides being almost unabie 
to move, from a fever contracted by exposure to a burning sun by 
day and heavy dews by night in an open boat for many weeks, 
besides suffering hunger, thirst, and every possible inconvenience, 
I was so weak as to be unable to walk, and was carried on shore, 
where I should probably have ended my days had I not been 
removed on board an English Ship then io the harbour (of which 
more hereafter). Mr. Burckhardt was then at Mecca: but hearing 
of my being at Jedda, his unabated friendship induced him to 
write me another warm and enthusiastic Letter, the Original of 
which is in my possession, but of which the following Extract will 
shew the spirit and tone. 

“* My Dear Sir,—Othman Aga arrives this moment, and tells me 
that you are at Jedda. My joy at kaowing you so near is damped only 
by the news of your illness, i should have summediately set out fer Jed. 
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da to see you before the Hadj; bat after to-morrow the gates of Jedda 
will be shat, and there will be no means of convevance between that 
place and Mekke till after the Hadj, My project was to go immediate- 
ly after the Hadj to Medineh, bat I sacrifice it willingly for the pur- 
pose of shaking hands with you, and consoling you a little during your 
tedious stay at Jedda, You may therefore expect me about the 14th or 
15th of this month.” 


Mr. Burckhardt came dewn to Jedda as promised, remained 
on board the Ship with me for several days, which were passed in 
the happiest manner possible; and at length left me with the 
deepest and | believe then most sincerely expressed regret. On 
referring to my Notes of the following day, Dec. 8, (the Original of 
which like all the other Papers IT have, are open for the inspec- 
tion of all the world), I find the following account of the money 
Jent me by him, which I prefer giving in its original shape, aflirm- 
ing its strict accaracy. 


** Jedda, Thursday, December 8.—Having related to Ibrahim, among 
the other incidents of my voyage from Suez to this place, the upsetting 
of the vessel in which we were embarked, and the consequent loss of 
all my cash, with some trunks of apparel, papers, arms, &c. he had en- 
treated me repeatedly before his departure to receive from him the loan 
of a small sum equal to meet my immediate wants in Iodia on landing 
there, he having received a remittance from Mr. Boghos of Cairo, but I 
had as repeatedly refused it, hoping to acquire a sufficient sum for that 
purpose from the sale of my Tarkish clothes, sabre, &c. now no longer 
necessary, and which I had already consigned to Othman Aga to be dis- 
posed of, What was my surprise, however, when this young Highlander 
(Othman) who visited us to-day, brought me off a sealed bag, containing 
three-handred Spanish dollais, sent tome from Ibrahim, who left Jedda 
on the evening of yesterday, and would depart from Mecca ia the course 
of to-morrow. There are actions which from the disinterested nature 
of their generosity, and the delicacy of the manner in which they are per- 
formed, absolutely overwhelm the object of them with confusion, arising 
perhaps from the combined effects of the consciousness that he feels 
aright when he estimates them as far beyond his merit, and the wonder 
and surprise which seizes him when bestowed unexpectedly. This ac- 
tion of Ibrahim’s wad precisely one of that description, and occasioned 
me all that embarrassment of feeling which it was so well calculated to 
give birth to, and is at the same time so difficult to express.” 


Very soon after this, on the 25th of December, I received 
another Letter from Mr. Barckhardt, of which, to shew his undi- 
minished regard, I shall quote only the closing paragraph, which 
is as follows :— 


“This is perhaps the last Letter you will ever receive from Mekke, 
I ought therefore to make it along one, but I have really nothing to 
tell you of immediate iaterest, and the boy comes this moment to ask 
for the letter. Therefore, farewell, my dear Sir, may your hopes be 
resized, may your good fortune enable you to provide for your dear 
family in Indian climes, and may we once meet agaiu, both satisfied with 
the result of past time and labour, Wherever fate carries you, remem- 
ber, I beg you, an honest Swiss, who reckons himself amongst the 
most sincere of your friends.” 


The next Letter I received from Mr. Barckhardt, is dated 
Mekke, 2d January, 1815, of which a single Extract will suffice. In 
endeavouring to encourage mein stemming the difficulties I had 
to encounter, in pursuits which were painfal to me, tho’ necessary 
to my subsistence, he says :— 


* Your pursuits are sanctified by honour, by duty, by paternal love, 
and by cennnbial attachment, the strongest ties which Nature pos- 
sesses to bind a generous heart; they are noble because they are virtu- 
ots, their object belongs to those dear beings whose existence is 
interwoven with yours, and to become, and to have been the author 
of their happiness and their comforts, will indeed beever to youa 
source of sweeter and of purer joys than those which feeble Fame bes- 
tows with ber bounty upon her votaries. You exert yourself for your 
own comforts, bat still more /for the happiness of those whom Nature 
and yourown arms have placed nearest to your bosom, I should be- 
guile trath, if I was depying that the prospect of ease and comfort has 
not likewise a considerable share in my exertions. It is troe, I hope to 
wrest a wreath from the hands of Fame, but T much doubt whether the 
possession of that wreath will be productive of as much heart-felt 
jey and satisfaction to me, as will be once to you the endearing thanks 
and blessings of your family,” 


I shall entreat the reader's patience for a moment to indalze 
me with the insertion of a single paragraph from my reply to this 
Letter, of which I have a Copy preserved, as it may be of use, by 
and by, when the fact of Mr. Barckbardt's subsequent circulation 
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of ealumnies against me for ill-treating and deserting my family, 
comes to be considered : as he eon!d not but have knewn both 
from my Wife’s Letters to me, many of which he had seen, and 
from my Childrea forming almost a constant topic of our con- 
versation, that we all loved each other with too pure and too re- 
fined an affection for sach a calumny to be credible, evento him- 
self, at the moment of his circulating it as worthy of the belief 
of others. In reply to this particular part of his Letter respecting 
the nature of my pursuits, I said :— 4 


“Tn those hours which T steal from my accustomed occupations, 
toenjay in privacy acommnnion with my own heart, I am often con- 
soled and snpported by the very considerations which yon urge to me, 
and say with you, that labours sancitified by honour, by duty, by pater- 
nal and conunbial attachment, cannot be in themselves degrading, 
whatever may be the rank assigned to them by the general estimation of 
mankind. Were it not for this reviving cordial, Hope would long ago 
have taken flight, and Fortitude would have » teow 2 me. Bat whea 
the recollection of those dear beings who hang upon me for snpport, 
rushes on my heart, I am all-devoted, every nerve, to wear away mv 
life in toil for them, if their happiness could not otherwise be secured.” 


The next Letter I received from Mr. Burckhardt (the Ori- 
ginal of which is in my possession) was dated Mekke, 9th Jan, 
1815, and contains the following paragraph. 


“Hearing that you shonld leave Jedda on Friday, I was greatly 
tempted to bid you a personal adien, and [ am ashamed to confess that 
the dread of the fatigues of a Jack-ass ride alone prevents me from ex- 
ecuting that design, But I shall myself depart from here on Friday 
with the caravan, and I am afraid that a hasty journey to Jedda and 
back again, with the pleasure of seeing you, and the regret of again 
parting with you, would cause such a revolution in my blood, as to 
make a relapse of my fever not improbable. Receive, therefore, these 
lines, my dear Sir, in lieu of the heartiest hand-shake. If a sympathetic 
feeling, which has seldom misled me, does not prove false in the present 
instance, my heart whispers to me that we shall see each other again, 
not as at present to talk of mutual hopes only, but to express our sa- 
tisfaction at realities. May Neptane and Mercury be propitious to 
you, and guide youinto the harbour; even before I shall reach it. I shall 
always remain, My dear Sir, with sentiments of the warmest friend- 
ship and the sincerest esteem, traly aud faithfully your’s, Hadj 
Ibrahim.” 

My next meeting with Mr. Burckhardt was at Cairo on my 
return from India in Dec. 1815. Of that interview Mr. Babington 
was a witness, and he has already testified to the warm senti- 
ments of regard and esteem which he professed for me during his 
stay with him at Cairo, after my business had compelled me to 
quit that place for Alexandria. If anything were wanting to 
confirm this continuance of his professed regard, it may be found 
inan Extractofa Letter written f me on the 3d of December 
1815, only the day preceding that of Mr. Babington’s leaving 
Cairo, which indeed the Letter itself mentions. In this Letter 
Mr. Burckhardt says to me. 


“Mr, Babington has just communicated to me the news of your 
speedy departure from Alexandria. Truly sorry as I am to forego the 
pleasure of seeing you again at Cairo, I still feel some satisfaction in 
thinking that I can evince at least my sincere desire of becoming of some 
service to you, in transmitting to you such local information on your 
intended land journey as may help you to perform it with increased 
hopes of success.” 

_ The Letter then points out the dangers of travelling in Syria, 
the disturbed state of the country, rendering it indispensable to 
travel under the firman and protection of the several Pashas, &c. 
and-urges me again and again to consider whether I should not do 
better to offer my services to the Pasha, than goon a message 
for peeple who would reward me but slightly, and who had none 
bat the most self-interested motives in prevailing on me to un- 
dertake the joarney they had projected for their own benefit. 
This Letter closed with these words, referring tothe doubts of 
my being wellor sufficiently remunerated for my pains, 

* Perhaps I go too far in my doubts, I most anxiously wish to be 
mistaken. Believe me they arise in my anxiety abont your welfare, 
and above all, rest assured that whatever you may determine upon, 
my warmest wishes for your ultimate snccess accompany you. It 
grieves me to part so soon again from you without having any reas onabic 
hope of seeing you for many years. Do therefore remember me, for I 
shallever be, with warmth and truth, My Dear Buckingham, very 
sincerely Your’s, &c,”” 
































All the history of Mr. Burckbardt’s condact after this is 
already detailed in Mr. Babington’s Reply to the celebrated 
“Paper.” When this Paper was first written or first circu- 
Jated, I have no accurate knowledge: but at the most it must 
have been within two, or say even three months after the date of 
his Letter te me of Dec. 3, 1815, and after his parting with Mr, 
Babington, I regret exceedingly that I have not a Copy of the 
Paper itself, that it might be printed at full length, dreadful as 
some portions of the language and accusations are, but the 
substance of it is sufficiently known.—The calm and circumstan- 
tial Reply of Mr. Babington to this Paper, and after he had seen 
the last Rejoinder also, is however, so important to the Case, 
that I hope I shall ba forgiven for introducing it again in the 
course of this Defence to render the whole complete, I shall give 
it therefore a place ina subsequent page. 


The only reasons that I have ever yet heard alleged for this 
change in Mr. Barckhardt’s mind, from the extreme of enthusi- 
astic-regard and admiration, to the extreme of hatred and detes- 
tation, are these. 1st. That having seen and compared all my dif- 
ferent Letters to different individuals in Egypt from Syria, he 
was of opinion that I was not pursuing my journey as I ought 
to do, and was thereby injuring Messrs. Briggs aud Co.—2ndly. 
That in those Letters he discovered that I had spoken to Briggs 
and Co. of my being advised by Friends (meaning himself) be- 
fore Lset outon this journey, not to undertake it ; and that this 
wasabreach of confidence which was injustifiable on my part, 


Now, supposing it, for the sake of argument, to be quite true, 
that I haddelayed my journey unnecessarily, and travelled on 
Briggs and Co.’s money ; and that I had even named him to 
them as the Friend who had advised me not to undertake the 
task. Surely these new facts could not affect what passed be- 
tween us on the Nile two years before, nor what happened at 
Jedda one year before. This discovery could not make my 
couductto my family in England at all different from what it 
really was:—it could not change me from a man “ whose 
eharacter and acquirements were calculated to inspire admiration 
and esteem,” into “a brute, a scoundrel, and a foo! ;’—nor could 
it make my pursuits, which were before “ noble, honorable, and 
virtuous, because sanctified by love and duty”—all at once “ the 
fraudulent arts of a cunning yet awkward jmpostor.” Yet these 


were the changes in Mr. Burckhardt’s expressions, within three® 
months at the farthest after his last friendly Letter, and bis parting » 


from Mr. Babington; and all that until this had appeared to him 
noble and good, was changed as if by magic into execrable and 
devilish, from the period of our first meeting, up to his impru- 
dentcitation of Mr. Babington as an authority for assertions 
which he afterwards most solemnly denied! 


But the aggravation of Mr. Burckhardt’s conduct is the 
greater, from the circumstance, thatslight, trivial, and inadequate 
as the alleged causes were, they were Not TRUE. Ihave shewn 
how I had discharged the trust of Briggs and Co. as one of the 
assigned causes ofhis anger; and with regard to the pretended 
breach of confidence, it was simply this :—Mr. Burckhardt had 
urged me most strongly not to undertake the journey, as he 
did not believe I should be adequately rewarded; and in 
doing this, be made no injunction of secrecy whatever. On 
Mr. Lee’s writing to me in Syria as to the deviation from the 
Strait line which I appeared to him to have made, and reproach- 
ing me with what to him appeared unnecessary delay, I defended 
my conduct by shewing the necessity that had occasioned it ; and 
in reply to his angry reproaches, said, I regretted baving had any 
thing to do with it, though having begun, I should now go on, 
adding “There were not wanting Friends who advised my not 
undertaking this journey, and recommended the offer of my ser- 
vices to the Pasha.” If it were a breach of confidence in me to 
say this, it was a greater breach of confidence to shew my Letters 
to the person to whom itapplied, for the purpose perhaps of asking 
him whether he did not think he was the person alluded to, and 
exciting his anger, Mr. Barckhardt having given me this advice 
without any restraint as to its use, I should have been fairly justi- 
fied even in mentioning him by name asthe person who had so ad- 
yised me; for why any man should give another advice on so 
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important a matter, and hate him afterwards for making it known, 
even without mentioning his name, is to me quite inexplicable, 


For myself. I firmly believe Mr. Burckhardt’s enmity to me 
to have arisen from other causes. If Lhad gone by the strait 
road ta Aleppo, I should not bave trodden any new ground, nor 
have treached at all on provinces of which he was till that peri- 
od the ouly person who had any information. The change of 
route drove me into a portionof the country which he knew I 
should bring away ample accounts of—tho’ travelling in haste— 
from my superior industry, method, and indefatigable habits: 
he knew also that ifLever published I should make a better 
Book, and not only forestall, but probably also eclipse his ac- 
count of those unvisited regions; and I believe he would have 
done any thing to have damned my reputation as a mode of de- 
feating this, justas Mr. Bankes thecatened to do, unless I gave 
up to him materials of my own to give him also a monopoly of 
what Mr. Burckhardt equally desired for himself, and of which 
the one has yet published nothing, after years of leisure and 
health for preparation; and the other has furnished materials 
fora Book which the Literary Gazette, a Review favourable to 
his prodactions, says, is “‘ neither calculated to instruct the few 
nor entertain the many.” 





XX.—“ PAPER ON BUCKINGHAM”—BY SHEIK IBRAHIM. 


20th.— When I had been in Bombay about three months (as 
nearly’as I remember) and while I was living with my excellent 
Friends Mr. Erskine and Mr.Wedderburn,the celebrated “Paper” 
of Mr. Burckhardt’s,which had been sent’through Aleppo, Bagdad, 
Bussorah, and Bushire,eame to Bombay. It was enclosed to 
me in the most delicate and friendly manner by a Letter, to spare 
me the pain which a personal presentation of sucha Document 
would necessarily give to any man of a refined mind. JT read it 
with as much sorrow as astonishment: and both these were increas- 
ed by the recollection of my former friendship for the Individual 
who had thus inaccountably become my Accuser. Still, howe.*, 
my impression was, that Mr. Barckhardt had been misled by 
anger and irritation, and that in his cooler moments he would 
really be sorry for what he had done, and like an honorable 
man do his best to repair it. Itis not easy (at least I do not 
find it so) to hate even a person who has inflicted the deepest 
isjaries, if that person were ever close in one’s confideace and 
friendship, as Mr. Burckhardt had been in mine ; and it is always 
more agreeable (at least so I find it) to cherish sentiments 
of esteem and good will than those of hatred and'animosity. I 
accordingly waited till the commotion of my feelings bad in some 
degree subsided, and instead of sending backa series of similar 
sheets filled with intemperance and abuse, I sat down to give 
the man whom I considered to have been deluded, and who I 
wished still to recal from error as my friend, a kind, a calm, yet 
a detailed and honest Reply. I feel even now a considerable 
reluctance to intrude this Document on the world, not for my 
own sake, so much as a lingering feeling of unwillingness that 
still hangs around me, and makes me slow to speak evil, even 
when deserved, of either the absent or the dead.—Of my own 
chequered and unfortunate life, itreveals only a scene of poverty, 
embarrassment, and distress, of which I ought not justly to be 
ashamed, because it was neither the result of indolence por mis- 
conduct ;—but which I should still have wished to conceal, on 
the same principle that induces us all to throw a veil over such 
portions of the history of private life as are known only to one’s 
immediate family and friends—Of Mr. Barckhardt’s conduct it 
presents, however, a far more distressing picture; and I enly 
regret that his injudicious “Frienps” who affect to venerate his 
memory, and take up his defence, should have forced upon me the 
necessity of its publicatios.— When, however, the question is, 
whether Iniquity shal! prevail against the Living, or Justice be 
maintained even at the expence of violating the sanctity due to 
the Dead, no honest man should pause :—and this is the only shield 
I present to those who may. condemn me for considering the 
preservation of my own repatation a matter of far more impor- 
tance to me than the miaintenance of a false credit given to 
that of another, : 
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I have befere expressed my regret that I have nota Copy of 
Mr. Barekhardt’s Original Paper; but fortanately, among the 
Documents so providentially preserved to me, I have the Original 
Draft of my Reply, from which the fair Copy written to him was 
taken: and this goes into such minute detail that it will enume- 
rate all the accusations, as well as shew what were the explanations 
I offered to him inmy defence.—The Reply was as follows:— 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM’S REPLY TO SHEIK IBRAHIM. 
“ My Dear Iprant, Bombay, March 30, 1817° 


In taking up my pen to reply toa Paper of yours, 
animadverting on my condnct, a paper which long as ith. deen written, 
has come npon me snddenly, while all the recollections of our former inter- 
course are yet fresh in my memory, and all the sentiments of friendship 
which I have so long cherished toward you, yet warm and undiminished, 
it is impossible to describe what my feelings are. Such a mixture of 
truth as to facts, but misconception as to motives, such a harsh colouring 
given by anger te that which was so differently conceived of in cooler 
moments, can only be answered by following it in detail. In doing this, 
T an quite as desirons of conrincing you of the erroneons nature of the 
conclusions which you have drawn, as I am of defending myself from the 
foul calamnies which these opinions spread abroad by you to the world, 
Lave stamped apen my character. 


When we first met in November, 1813, on the Nile, at Esne, in Up. 
per Egypt, I intended going into Nubia, and frem thence returning to 
Keneh, cross to Cosseir, and embark for Jeddain the Red Sea. The 
vesselin which youdescribe me as voyaging like a gentleman of fortune, 
was one of the smallest boats or cayasses used on the river, and as I 
wore then an English Dress, and knew nothing of the language, there 
was no cheaper way of my passing through the country, When in our 
mutual interchange of histories, £ mentioned to you both the good and 
the ill of my own, it was merely in that frankness of my character, which 
has en all occasions been perhaps too nureserved in these particulars ; 
aud, as you yourself admit, was not here prostituted to any unworthy 
purposes. I do not remember your remarking any thing on my expensive 
mode of travelling; and the English gun had at Siont, as estimated at 
2000 piastres; was only part of an exchange made with me of this gunand 
a pair of English pistols, for a pair of gaudy but expensive Turkish ones, 
had from Mr. Schutzin Cairo; as I conceived a change to my advantage. 
I explained to you regarding my family only that they were living with 
my wife’s mother, who was enabled to receive them withont inconveni- 
ence, but not sufficiently rick tespare any thing from the maintenance of 
her own ; and neither stated her income at £600 a year, nor said that they 
were then of no care tome. I was quite as intimate with Mr. Renouerd, 
the Chaplain of the Factory at Smirna, as with Colonel Missett, since I 
had been oftener in his company, frequently received visits from him, 
both in my ship and on shore, and scarcely received a letter from that 
place after my departure, without hearing of him particalarly in it. 


We met again at Djedda, in November, 1814; at which place I had 
atrived in great distress, partly from losing money and clothes by the 
way, but chiefly from severe illness. When I heard of your being at 
Mekka, I sent the letters which I had for Djellany the Merchant, and for 
Mohammed Ali Pasha to your care, and it was at your own suggestion 
that yon came down to visit me after the Hadj. During the many days 
which you remained with ns on board the Ship, almost all our conversa- 
tions were in the hearing and presence of Captain Boog, and I remem. 
ber none of a personal nature in which he did not join. It is quite true 
that Thad until that period been free of pecuniary obligations to any one, 
and that Mr.Jobn Lee of Smyrna, to whom as a Merchant my Ships 
had always been addressed, had more than once offered me snch assist- 
ance which I declined. Previons to my finally leaving Egypt, I had 
been obliged to part with articles of personal baggage to pay for others 
more necessary on my intended voyage to India; and Colonel Missett, 
wnasked, sent to me by the hands of Mr. Thurburn a thousand piastres,* 
only a few days before my departure, declining even to hear the reasons 
which I assigned for my refusal. It is true that a great portion of this 
was lost with other effects im boxes washed overboard in coming down 
the Red Sea, as a part only was expended on my onrfit. I never stated 
this sum to he ereater or less than it really was, with a view to enhance 
Colonel Missett’s liberality, or thereby to challenge your own. My in- 
tentions of returning from Bombay to Suez, and settling there as an 
Agent, were built on the promises made to me by Mr. Lee, of support in 
that character, It is not trne that the 600 Dollars which came to yen at 
Jedda were on board the ship which bronght me, or that I knew of its 
being come to vou, but through yourself. I think we did not hear of it 
until several days after you had come to us on board the SuFFENUT-UL- 
Russoort. Your offer of 300 of these to me was voluntary, and though 
eften repeatedly pressed upon me was as often declined, till you your- 





© The Piastre of Egypt was at that petiod the eighth of a Spanish Dollar. 
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self drew for me a picture of the inconveniencies to which I should be 
subject, on my finding myself set down in India among strangers without 
money, and declared that my persisting in refusal would be interpreted 
by you as a want of confidence on my part in the sinrerity of your pro- 
fessions. You added to this an assurance that you were not likely at all 
to want it, as well as of your belief that my Indian prospects would 
soon be sufficiently realized to enable me to pay it with ease to myself, 
until which yon would willingly defer it. As I know that my own mo- 
tives for the refusals, which you admit that I made, were sincere, so I 
believe your desire to overcome them was equaily so, since I can no 
more donbt the purity of your friendship then, than I do the sincerity 
of my own at the same moment.* 


In November, 1815, we met a third time at Cairo. It was the very 
high opinion which I entertained of your ability to direct and assist 
Mr. Babington there, and the firm persuasion of your willingness to do 
so, added to the prospect of retarning again to Cairo before he should 
quit it, which induced me to leave that gentleman in your charge, after 
so short a stay there. You yourself advised me to go down to Alexandria 
immediately, as the Pasha, Col. Missett, and Mr. Lee were all there, 
You offered to do every thing for Mr. Babington in my absence that he 
could need, and he expressed himself (and to me appeared really to be) 
quite satisfied with this. I did say to yon, that I still hoped the Trade be- 
tween India and Egypt would be opened, and also mentioned that Forbes 
and Co. had entrusted me with a commission to the amount of 
12,000 dollars, which was true, 


The facts which you obtaived a knowledge of, after a fornight’s stay 
with Mr. Babington in the same house, getting in that time as you say to 
the bottom of his opinion of me, are equally wrested from the interpre- 
tations which he himself must have given of them. I did arrive in Bom. 
bay with from 4 to 500 dollars in money, which defrayed my expences 
at that place, enabled meto purchase a Bill of £25 from Forbes and 
Co. to send tomy family, and still left me more than 200 dol'ars, besides 
twenty Venetian Sequins given me by Mr. Wedderburn in Cash, before 
my departure, to set ont with. 1 also received from this gentleman, 
aud from Mr. Erskine, Two Bills of Exchange on Eugiand, for £50 
each, which were voluntarily offered on their parts, and not declined on 
mine, as [knew notthen that there wonld be any other means afforded 
me of getting back to India from Egypt, aretarn which I always con- 
templated. I was obliged to quit Bombay, because I had not the Li- 
cense of the East Yudia Company to remain in India, and a vessel being 
just at that moment unexpectedly appointed to sail to Mokha, a passage 
was permitted me to be taken in her by the Governmeut. Mr. Ba- 
bington seized this opportunity of going thus far, to secure a passage to 
England by the Red Sea, as I myself did for the sake of getting to 
Egypt, where my business lay. I was not at all the instigator of his 
coming by this route, nef did I pitch upon him to be my treasurer as far 
as Cairo, The interest of this ronte, was as well known to him as to 
myself, and nopersuasion was necessary to induce him to pursue it. 
Mr. Babington took with him to Cairo from this place, a Letter of Credit, 
the only Letter absolutely necessary, and this addressed to the only 
House of whom there were any Correspondents in Bombay, so that any 
other would have been difficult to be had, I did express a hope that the 
number of my acquaintances in Cairo would render any other Letters 
unnecessary, and that on this account Mr. Babington might be at ease, 
When yon andertook to receive Mr. Babington from-my charge, and in- 
trodnce him to all your acquaintance for me, I thought he was in still 
better hands from your being evena longer resident than myself. The 
Bills bronght by me from Bombay were taken to Egypt. The 500 dol- 
lars taken from Jedda to that place, were not spent in foolish frolicks 
among the fashiovables of Bombay ; but at least 300 of them with the 
20 sequins given me by Mr. Wedderburn in cash, went into the joint fund 
for defraying oar expences up the Red Sea. The whole of the provisions 
laid in at Bombay, which formed the chief article of expence in that 
way, was paid for aise by Mr. Wedderburn, and asT considered myself 





® Inthe Draft of the Original I find a passage, whieh from being 
crossed through, was probably not included in the fair Copy sent to Mr, 
Burckhardt, from an unwillingness to mix up sarcasm with calm reason- 
ing on so serious a subject: but it is sufficiently curions to be given 
here, as shewing that Mr. Burckhardt admitted my having repeatedly 
refused his pressing offers to lend me money, so that even at last I 
yielded with reluctance to his solicitations, while it will shew the tone 
and temper of his mind when he wrote, from the unfeeling and discre- 
ditable simile which he chooses toillustrate scruples, which, when they 
were made, he at the same time admired thongh be endeavoured to silence 
and succeeded in overcoming them. The suppressed passage is this— 
“If I were disposed to indulgein such unmerited sareasms as you 
play off upon me, I might say that if “J made as much fuss to receive the 
money as a well-bred woman of the town does before she is led to the sofa’’ 
(these are Mr. Burckhardt’s own words quoted from his Paper” whichis 
full of still worse langnage,) “ your pressure of it (onme) was like that 
of an old Usmer omaspendthrift Miner, toget him to sigua Boud, aud 
bave him thus iu his poweg.” 
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thas mach additionally in his debt, holding myself bound for its retarn, 
the amount was also passed as au advance of mine ; which, added to the 
cash enumerated, made up the half of the whole exvenditure of the voy- 
age from Mokha to Suez, excepting some piastres, which remained asa 
balance due from me. The passage from Bombay to Mokha was given 
me by the Lientenaut of the Craizer, ander a knowledge of my beinga 
Sailor, from whom it is not usual to receive money for passace in India, 
but more particularly if they are wot rich. Mr. Babington’s paving a sam, 
aud my not doing so, was therefore consistent. The sum of £187 for our 
joint expences from Mokba to Cairo, was not extravagant, as we paid 
600 dollars from Mokha to Jedda, and I think 400 dollars from Jedda to 
Suez, for our cabins alone, besides which we had a Cook to return to 
Mokha, ali utensils of cooking and constant supplies of fresh provisions 
to hay for nearly fuar months, with large presents to the servants of the 
factory; the expences of onr living there, as it was then empty; pre- 
sents by the way, aud journey to Cairo by the Desert, all included. Mr. 
Babingten indeed, as well as myseif, thought it economical. It is not 
true, that Mr. Babington knew nothing of my circumstances when in 
Bombay, as they were fully detailed to him both by me and by his bro- 
ther and fiiends, to whom they.were known, and not concealed antil we 
gottosea. The reasons for my sudden and hasty departure from Cairo 
are already detailed, and I have -letters by me of your own now, which 
prove that you expected, as wellas myself, that I shoakl retarn to Cairo 
again svoa, 


My stay at Alexaadria was so short, that I had scarcely delivered 
my Letters, and explained the state of mercantile feeling at Bombay, 
with regard toa Trade with Egypt, before it was thongit necessary for 
me te return to India, with a copy ef the Treaty made with the Pasha, 
and to he myself on the spet te bring ap sack vessel as might be sent to 
Suez on the faith of it. It was immediately on this being decided, 
thatL wrote to you regarding the 390 dollars which I was indebted 
to you. The Bills ef Exchange on London given me by Mr. Wedderburn 
and Erskine were sent to My family, whom I knew from their not having 
received any thing from me since my quitting India, mnst have been in 
wantofmooey, Mr. Babington fiuding his expences as fac as Egypt less than 
he had calculated on, and being still in possession of £400 out of the £500 
for which he had credit, while he thonght £300 wonld be enongh for the 
remainder of his journey. pressed upon me the acceptance of £100, which 
I declined. He said he kuew that Briggs and Co. were topay my exe 
pences only, without giving me any thiug for my loss of time or trouble ; 
and as the expecrations [entertained might fail, he knew that I shonid 
then be without fonds, and urged this, as wellas the assorauce that he 
himseifshould not want it, and woold not think of its repayment antil 
I was more fortunate, to induce me to accept it,.bnt T persisted in my 
refusal. It is trae that outof this advance, if accevted, I might bave 
paid my debt to you, but you had yourself made me exactly the same as- 
surances when you pressed the 300 dollars on me, as Mr. Babington had 
done when he off-ted me the £100, andas I thought with the same de. 
gree of sincerity. This transfer of debt, seemed to me therefore to pro- 
mise no advantage to apy party, as Ithonght it quite as probable that 
Mr. Babington migit want money, as that you should yonrself. I was 
already in arrears to Mt. Babington some piastres on onr joint account of 
disbursements for the voyage. I had received from him at Cairo 5 or6 
sequins to defray my expences to Alexaneria, and I think 20 or 25 se- 
quins on my finaily leaving that place, to provide for my unexpected 
need of any thing by the way, as Mr. Lee bad given me a Letter of Cre- 
dit on Aleppo fer the expences of the jonrney. These ali together Lknow 
made the sum of 500 Egyptian piastres, or less than £20 Sterling accord- 
ing to the rate of Exchange there, in Mr. Babington’s debt which he 
was desirous of cancelling, bat which Linsisted on should remain still 
against me, and we exchanged copies of account current to that effect. 
As the money furnished me by Mr. Lee was in a Letter of Credit on 
Aleppo for the payment of the real expences of my joursey, withont giving 
me any thing for my trouble, or even naming a specific sam, I could not, 
either in propriety or fact, discharge my debt to yon ont of that. What 
then was to he done ? I did eventry myself to dispose of a gold watch 
and a sword which I possessed at the time, but for the ove I could find 
no purchaser, and for the otlier a price was offered so low thatit wonld 
have been almost throwing it away withovt its enabling me to effect my 
wishes withregard to you. [then thought of a saleby auction of all my’ 
effects there, eontaining boc ks, instroments, clothes, &c. for the purpose 
of raising an immediate suppiy to pay vou with, bat | was persuaded by 
those whom I consulted, that this measnre would excite the most scan- 
dalons construction among the Franks, to whom only snch articles would 
be of use, and that in Aleppo I might sell my sword and watch to such 
advantage as tobe able to raise the sum I needed. I did then write to you 
a day or two before my departure, which was too snddenly determined on 
for me to hear from you in answer, that “I was on the rack” to knew 
whether you would be in wantof the money which [ owed toyon; and 
which it was tacitly agreed should be refunded to you when my snecess 
in India or other better fortune enabled me to do so. I did also state 
to you that “I had then no money,” the Bills being sent to my family 
to relieve their wants, which 1 always considered a paramount claim on 
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me to all others, though perhaps in this case my feelings led me equally. 


with my daty. I stated to you the objections to the sale of my effects as 
before enumerated, and promised if possible to send you the sam from 
some other place. It was the conviction of being able to do this which 
alone justified my delaying itia my ewn mind, and I did not hold se 
cheaply as you think what I myself thought my duty; becanse, had I not 
eutertaived such conviction, I should have submitted to the public sale, 
however it might have beew construed. 


The last Letter I ever received from yon was only the day before Mr. 
Babington left you, and dated the 3d of Dec. 1815, in which you say * Mr. 
Babington is setting off to-morrow.” In this yon say tome, “Mr. Babingtoa 
has just commanicated to me the news of your speedy departure from 
Alexandria. Truly sorry as I am to forego the pleasure of secing you again 
at Cairo, I still feel some satisfaction in thinking that T can evince at 
least my sincere desire of becoming of some service to you in transmitting 
to you such local information on your iatended land joncney as may help 
you to perform it with increased hopes of snecess.” Io this yon point 
out the dangers of travelling in Svria, the disturbed state of the country, 
&c. and advise the getting the Firman of the Pashas of Acre and Damascus 
as a passport through their provinces. Youdesire me to give you from 
Aleppo afullacconnt of my Syrian tone, and conchide by saying ‘It 
erieves me to part so soon again from you without having any reasonable 
hopes ofsering you for many vears. Do therefore remember me, for I 
shail ever be with warmth and truth, My dea: Buckiugham, very sincerely 
Yours.” Ali this is quoted to prove that though your intercourse with 
Mr. Babington had ceased at the time that this was w ittea, and that you 
say you got at the bottom of wis ovinion regarding me daring the fort- 
nightyou were togethsr, vet that yoar own opinion of me must have 
been favorable if your professions here were sincere. And that 
Mr. Babington’s opinion was so, after our long vovage together, his kind 
behaviour to me during our subsequent stay at Alexandria after he left 
yon, is I should think an eqnally presumptive proof. That part of the 
contents of this Lette which offersms advice onthe subject of my own 
prospects io this journey, and asks me again and again, why I do not 
offer my services to the Pasha where [am sure of a certain gain, while 
here I have very faint hopes, from the interested motives of those who em- 
ploy me, being the chiefreasen of their advancing me money? &c. &c. L 
need not quote in detail, I may appeared to you to have impra- 
dently and uoguardedly abused your confidence, in saying that “there 
were not wanting friends who advised my not tindertaking this 
journey, and recommended the offer of my services to the Pasha,” 
in my replies to one of Me. Lee’s angry Letters to me; bat it 
was without a thonght of this being applied to you by him, and 
therefore not considered a breach of confidence by me. I may have 
uniotentionally given this clue to such an infergnce on Mr. Lee’s part, 
bat T did not as vou say “impndently misquote your Letter ia any 
one expression.” Even these remonstrances and suggestions enume- 
rated you closely by saying. ‘ Perhans I go too far in my doubts, I most 
anxiously wish to be mistaken, Believe me they arise in my anxiety 
abont your welfare, and ahove allrest assured that whatever you may 
determine upos my warmest wishesfor your uliimate success accompany 
yon.” Your epinion of my integrity could not, Uthink, if this be true, 
ave at all altered by your interconrse with Mr. Babingtou as you affirm, 


It is mot true that on my arrival at Soor, I went from thence to 
Jerusalem in quest of Mr. Bankes; not knowing of bis being there until 
I reached Jaffa, through which viace he bad but just passed. The pro. 
curation of a Firman from the Pasha of Acie led me from Soor to that 
place, and indeed all the reasons from my deviation from the seeming 
strait line have been fully detailed in my correspondence with Mr, Lee 
already. 


Your opinion of my character seems to have been first altered, or 
at least first declared to be so, after the arrival of Mr. Briggs at Alex. 
andria. Mr. Briggs never had any personal knowledge of me, except, 
as far as [ remember, a momentary interview at Mr. Join Lee’s at 
Smyrna, when he was on the point of departing for Engiand. Mr. Briggs 
might have been displeased at the employment which Mr. Lee had given 
me, from many motives : but I do hot believe that any knowledge of dis. 
hononrable conduct on my part conld have been one of them. When 
Mr. Biggs left England, my family were to my positive knowledge in 
Cornwall, and the Letters LT received from them of about that date 
while in Alexandria, contained only regret at our prolonged separation, 
expressed a hope of our soon meeting, and of my prospects improving ; 
bat nota word of particular distress, thongh I knew from the inade- 
quacv of my remittances that they must have been general’y confined 
in their means. I donot believe therefore that a Snbscription was open- 
ed to relieve them just before Mr. Briggs’s departure ; nordo I believe 
that he knew any thing regarding their peculiar circumstances, since 
they were in Cornwall, living with Mrs. Buckingham’s mother, and as 
iar as T am aware, they have not even acqnaintances in London thro’ 
whom Mr. Briggs could know this, even bad it beem trae, which I do 
not in the slightest degrce think probable. 
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It is trne that I have debts in England, to which place T do not in- 
tend or wish to return until IL can pay them. But it is not true that I 
took ap goods and left the country without thinking to pay for them. 
I purchased very largely with money of my ewn, earned in my voyages 
tothe West Indies and the Mediterranean, as Sea-Captain, sach foods 
as [ thonght snited to the market of Maita, and I bad in addition to this 
sam ermbarked goods on credit for about £600 more from varions per- 
sons in London, with whom I before dealt in the same way. WhenI 
left England it was with a view to settle at Malta, as I had hoped to 
have quitted the Sea-service, and I brought with me many Letters ex- 
plaining this to be my intention, from several respectable houses to whom 
Iwas known in London, more particularly Lee and Sons, Mr. Brant, 
Mr. Harris, Mr. Hoskin, St, Barbe and Co. and others, ali knowa to Mr. 
Lee, to whom as well as to the principal merchants of Malta these Let- 
ters were addressed. Mr. Lee himself who was then at Malta, alont 
to embark for Alexandria with his family, gave me the kindest welcome 
on the strength of these, by coming alongside to see me, when all the 
harbour was in Quarantine, and all the town confined withio barriers 
from the existance of a ragiog Plagne, The chief part of my invest- 
ment landed here was consigned to Mr. James Stowe, formerly ‘the part. 
ner of Mr. Lee himself, and some other smaller dealers ; but I was my- 
seif obliged to go to Smyrna, since no one was permitted to land here. 
A portion of my investment was also taken to Smyrna with me, and con- 
signed te Mr. James Brant there, After waiting some time at that place, 
with no prospect of the Plagne abating at Malta, I went by Mr. 
Brant’s advice to Alexandria, to see if any business was likely to be done 
there, where Mr. Lee, then arrived with bis family, and filling the part 
of English Consul, gave me a kind reception. 


From that time until the present moment the only snms which I re- 
ceived from those with whom my investment was lodged, amounted to 
about £300, except some sums which were transferred in account to- 
wards the liquidation of my debts. Out of this, £100 was remitted in 
separate Bills of £59, £25, and £25, to my family at different periods, 
ard £200 spent by me, and lost when pillaged on my first attempt to 
get to Cosseir from the Nile. Mr. Stowe, to whom the chief part of 
the investment left at Malta was confided, conld not sell the goods at 
once, from the confusion and stagnation of the trade there. He has 
since as I hear removed to Marseilles, though T have had no direct com- 
munication from him for these nearly three years. The other persons I 
baveheard nothing of. I have freqrently written to Malta without 
receiving answers, and have not been able to get there myself. Some of 
the people I know to be bankrupts, others dead, much property was 
even consnmed by fire in the Island, and the losses from bad sales and 
other causes were great among all classes, so that I have even now but 
very faint hopes of any farther receipts. 


The whole amount of my debts in England, however, whether do- 
mestic or mercantile, does not to the best of my belief exceed £500 
sterling. That which I owe to yourself, Mr. Babington, Mr. Wedder- 
born, and Col, Missett, as siuce contracted, thongh the last always 
insisted on my not considering bis advances as such, may at the utmost 
make £400 more. Had any other canses than constant disappointment 
led to this, I should blnsh to be burthened with sucha load, but as I 
am conscious of the most upright intentions from the first to the last 
in my conduct, I am rather alarmed than ashamed. I have lost all my 
own hard-earned gains, for which perhaps I do-not sufficiently repine. T 
consider myseif as setting out asecond time, with a heavy debt of a 
thoasand pounds to clear off. My own determination is, however, to 
Jeave no stone unturned to redeem it, I hope to continue to exercise my 
own profession in India until that at least is done, and I profess both to 
yeu and to the world my intention to appropriate every ‘shilliag of my 
gains above what is absolutely necessary for the most moderate main- 
tenance of myself aad family, to the discharge of these claims against 
me. 


There remains bot little to answer after this. This calumny with 
which you asperse my conduet to my wife at Smyrna, { do wot believe it 
possible for you to be the author of ; thoogh I deny it with my oath, and 
would resent it on the fabricator of snclra falsehood with the chastise. 
ment it deserves, should I could ever meet him. The instance of bra- 
zen-faced impndence which you adduce of my having taken from you 23 
piastres ‘‘ia change,”* for my journey to Alexandria, without ever think- 
ing of re-imbarsing you, was in consequence of your pressing upoa me 
this small sum ‘in change,” as you yourself express it, merely becanse 
there was not time to send to a Shroff, and you told me that piastres 
and paras would be constantly wanted by the way, as we all knew. 
My requesting you to take charge of the baggage of Mr. Babing- 
ten and myself on its arrival from Saez, was certainly uot done mere- 
ly to put you to the expence of 60 or 80. piastres for the freight. 
Both these little incidents indeed, show how even the commonest acts 
of reciprocal confidence and kindness may be misconstrned under the 
jnfluence of anger, while by a cool observer they wonld be merely 


° * Less than Three Dollars, or Six Rupees! 
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interpreted as friendly offices between intimate acquaintagces, not 
possibly to be mistaken. The 400 piastres given me by Colonel Mis- 
sett at Alexandria was before Mr. Babington’s arrival, to purchase 
some articles which IT needed after so long a voyage, and meet my 
enrrent expences of the moment; and this, like all the kind acts of 
that benevolent man, was given in the anticipation of my wants, and 
done in such a way that there was only to choose between acceptance 
and offence. 

T certainly did not state the commission of Forbes and Co. to be 
40,000 dollars, but 12,000 as it really was ; and indeed the first commu. 
nication I made of this was by showing theletter of the Heuse itself to 
Mr. Lee, when it became necessary by my departure to transfer it to 
him, so that he could not have been mistaken. The Indian Gentlemen 
it is true had given me nothing for my trouble, nor charged me with 
money, because my retarn to Egypt was forced, and not at their re. 
quest; but I did not express offence at my voyage being called au er- 
rand, of which I have not even a recollection, aod if I might myself 
have nsed the term mission, it was not im ceatradiction to anv other 
bat simply as a phrase in common nse, without attaching any higher 
meaning fo it than I should have done to errand or to message, and cer. 
tainly without considering Lord Castlereagh as a menial cletk in com- 
parison of my own importance. 


From Syria I did write to Mr. Tharborn, requesting him to sell my 
effects left in his charge, and re-imburse you the snm ef 300 dollars 
therefrom ; because I had met with the same difficulty in raising the 
sum from my own funds there, as I had before met at Alexandria; J de- 
sired the overplus to be remitted to my family, if any, because I thought 
if my instrumeots and books found purchasers, there would be more 
than the sum required. I also requested Mr. Thurburn, if this should 
fall short rather than exceed, to make up the deficiency for me, becanse 
Mr. Tharburn had to the hour of our parting professed his ‘great readi- 
ness to serve me, as he had always done throagh an intimacy ef nearly 
three years, and because I was myself charged With a commission from 
Mr. Thurburn to purchase things for himin India, which would have 
reqnired a much larger advance than the whole 300 dollars from me to 
effect, and which is since transferred by me to Mr. Martacci. If.as Mr. 
Thnrburn told you, the sale of these effects would not cancel one-third the 
sum, they must be estimated at much less than one-third of their real va- 
Ine, and this was my misfortune rather than my fault, since little or mueh, 
it was, as I expressed to him, all tliat I possessed in the world! I can 
hardly thank yon for ordeving it to be sent to my family, when your 
motive for it was as you express. You ask me why I did not repay Col 
Missett and Mr. Babington, who were both as poor as yourseif, and al. 
living by their salary. Y car only answer that I bad it not in my powerl 
to pay either, for the reasons before stated: besides, that?youw had all 
assured me that yon conld not be inconvenienced by the accommodations 
yon had afforded me, and that you would be satisfied to defer its payment 
until my fortune grew better; but, believing it more probable that yon 
might want money than either of the others, Thad made this sacrifice 
to prevent if possible its happening. I declare most solemnly that such 
a motive as that which you ascribe to me, of bribing you by such means 
over to my side, never once presented itself as even possible to be con- 
ceived. My letters from Syria gave to you the same details of my 
movements and the causes which directed them as they did to Mr. Lee. 
I hid nothing from either of yon, and though Mr. Bankes wrote to you, 
expressing his desire thot onr joint labours should be given together to 
the Pablic, this was from a snggestion of his own,and merely acquiesced 
in by myself, as T always considered myself on a message of business, 
and certainly made my pleasures and even my curiosity a secondary 
consideration, however mnch I might have aimed to gratify the one 
while prosecuting the other, 


The whole of those comprehensive epithets, “rascal, scoundrel, liar, 
and fool,” with the accusation of having ‘‘tricked you out of £ 100, assnm- 
ing the mask of honour and virtue to work upon the feelings and im- 
pose on the understandings of liberal friends by bare-faced frands and 
lies,’’ the assertion “that every one who had fallen in my way had become 
without exception the dupe of cunning yet awkward impostor,” and the 
opinion that * excess of folly and of vanity can alone drive me on in the 
track I now pursue, since after all you believe me to be a greater fool 
than rogue :’’—all these I can only treat as the ravings of a heated ima- 
gination, and the first bursts of passion from an angry mind. Had all 
vou say of my motives been trne, I should have deserved reprobation. 
They can be known to no one, I am aware, so accurately as to myself; 
but I affirm them to have bees always pure, and I regret that there is 
nothing more powerful than this my ewn assertion to prove it by. 


I am destitute at the present moment of many Letters and Papers 
which would have aided me inthis respect, bat I have followed the sim- 
ple task of answering yonr aceusations in the order in which they are 
made. To your bare assertions, I can only oppose my own; and these 


T am ready to seal both to you and before ali mankind, with the most 
solemn pledges for their truth, 























‘Sunday, December 23. 1822. 
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If I began to address you with feelings difficult to be described, so 
TI close. Anger it is hardly in my nature to feel, but against one whom 
I have loved and esteemed so warmly aud highly as you, against one 
whom I have been till the present hour accustomed to remember as a 
brother, even more closely allied by romantic meetings, frequently re- 
peated pledges, and indeed all that can endear men to one another, I 
believe would be impossible. Let me not conceal from you, hewever, 
that if my almost yet undiminished regard for you has made me inéa- 
pable of anger—that very feeling lingering round my heart still serves 
but to give a deeper torment to my sorrow. The accusations and 
abuse of common men, I should have resented in a common way ; but 
stabs plunged into the bosom by what we have ever before deemed 
friendly hands, how are they to be borne! 


I shall say nothing to you of the irreparable injary you have done 
me as a member of society, by the publicity with which you kave given 
these aspersions og my character to the world. Itmust shake the con- 
fidence of my firmest friends, give high trinmoh to my enemies, for 
some it seems I have, and occasion even those who are otherwise in- 
different to me to treat me with the suspicion which so fonl a repnta- 
tion justifies. May yon never feel a stroke like this ! to which I think 
all the thanderbolts of misfortue buried together on a man can hardly 
be equal ; and may we one day mect, you to be convinced of your harsh 
miscenceptions, and I {o find that I have uot irretrievably lost your 
good opinion. 

I am still as ever, your faithful Friend, 
JAS. S, BUCKINGHAM. 

P. §.—Captain Boog, by whom this is seat, will, if he shonld have 
the good fortune to see you, help to remove your misconceptions on 
some points more immediately known to him: and I have sncceeded in 
making an arrangement which will enable him to pay you the 303 dollars 
and 23 piastres, of which yon thought so meanly of me as to suppose 
that Lrealiy intended to defraud you. 





XXI.—CAPTAIN BOOG. 


2ist.—This Reply wasdelivered into the hands of Captain 
Boog, the person named ig the Postscript, who is now in Calcutta; 
and of whom on that account it is necessary to say a few words 
more. 

Captain Boog is the Gentleman mentioned in the Preface to 
the Travels io Palestine, as the Commander who so humanely 
took me on board his Ship, when nearly dying at Jedda, to which 
circumstance probably I owe the preservation of my life; and 
for which service I have never omitted any oceasion to express 
my sincere and unfeigned gratitude. Captain Boog was a pér- 
sonal witness of almost all that passed between Mr. Burckhardt 
and myself at Jedda, saw all our Correspondence, and had an 
opportunity of seeing my character as clearly as the most frank 
and confidential intercourse would allow, after a period of six 
months on board the same Ship, on a most tedious and annoying 
voyage, where we were the only associates on board, and where 
nothing that I ever said or did, as far as I could learn, ever met 
bis disapprobation, Onmy arrival in Bombay, Captain Boog 
continued to possess the most favorable opinion of me, and lost 
no opportunity of testifying his wish to have me near him, and 
his desire to serve me, It was partly through his influence, con- 
joined with that of other Friends, that I obtained an appoint- 
ment to the command of a new China Ship then jast launched 
and brought down to Bombay from Damaun. I have at this mo- 
ment Letters in my possession in Captain Boog's own hand, from 
1815 to 1817, both inclasive, which will shew that after the clesest 
intimacy of six months in the most trying of all situations, and 
the subsequent experience of a year and half more io the circle 
of my Bombay Friends, he had neither seen, heard, or known 
any thing of my character which induced him to lessen the 
warmth of his friendly expressions tome. Some of the Notes 
and Letters I may quote Extracts from, without a breach of 
confidence, as they reveal no private affairs, bat. simply shew his 
feeling of regard and respect for me, after this long acquaintance. 
The following will perbaps suffiee. 


tS. Iam sorry indeed that we are living at so great a distance, and 
are likely to have so few apportynities of meeting, and on that account I 
wish more to insist apon your coming to pay me a visit.”’ 


s 1 cannot express to you with what anxiety I opened your Note, 
conclading that I was to be made acquainted with either a happy pros. 


pect opening upon you, or another instance of ugmerited misfortune,” 
—May 29:h, 1815.” 





. 
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“It is most probable that after docking (the ship) we shall proceed 
to Calcutta. I reqnest you will let me know before you think of mak- 
ing any arrangements as to your passage in any other ship. Ourdeten 
tion here will not 1 think, exceed one month more, so that T really flatter 
myself with the hopes of enjoying the pleasure of your society on beard 
the SurrenvT uL Russool again.” —April 15, 1815. 


“A representation has been made to Government respecting the 
Tmanm’s Ship, requesting British Passport and Register, to enable Ma- 
homet Aly to send her to China under English colours. E have little 
doubt but that the application will be successful, and I sincerely hope 
that vou will be able te take advantage of the opportunity which offers 
of your commanding her. The two Ships will no doubt bein China at 
the same time, and I look forward with pleasure to our meeting and liv- 
ing together in China.””—May 17, 1915. 


‘* T anderstand Mahomet Aly Khan has succeeded in his applica- 
tion for a Passport, and I cannot imagine that the Government will be 
so brutal as to prevent you from taking the command of the Ship. If 
yon do not shortly receive an answer, I shall be convinced that they do 
not mean to prevent your remaining in the country.” —May 28, 1815. 


“‘T received your Note last night, and I need not tell yon bow 


? much I am affected at the nnhappy result of your application ; you have, 


my dear Sir, so many friends whose knowledge and judgment are so su- 
perior to what I possess, that any svggestions of mine respecting any 
further steps to be taken may appear presomptnons; but I feel, that I 
should be dissatisfied with myself, if any false delicacy should prevent 
me from hinting any thing that appeared to have the most distant pro- 
bability of turning to your advantage. Might not a representation 
from your friends, drawn up in the form of a Petition to the Governor, 
be likely to avert the threatened measures of Government? T can easi- 
ly prevent the Khan from disposing of your promised appointment until 
the resuit of any fatare application may be known, If an affidavit of 
mine, asserting my belief of your being a naatical man, will be of any 
service, it could be done immediately. Let me assure you as far as my 
slender means will allow me, I shall he ever proud to assist you, and to 
reckon myself among the list of your friends.” —Bombay, Juve 3, 1815. 


These were the warm, and I firmly believe sincere expres- 


> sions of interest in my behalf, used by Captain Boog,—after he 


had been a personal witness of all that had passed between Mr, 
Burckbardt and myself on board his own Ship,—after he had 
known ofmy receiving the 300 Dollars which that Traveller 
pressed upon me against my inclination, and out of Funds sap- 
plied to him by a Public Body in England, the African Association, 
which, he declared he did not and should not want until it might 
be convenient for me to return them from LIodia,—after I had 
been with him six months on board his Ship, living in the most 
frank and confidential intercourse that could exist between man 
and man. I must add here, that independently of Capt. Boog 
desiring me to take a passage with him round to Calcutta, as I 
had done from Jedda to Bombay, he himself offered to lend me 
money if I should go by any other vessel, and introductions to 
the persons with whom he had formerly done business here, 
as he knew that my means were most limited. I declined, however, 
all his pressing, and I believe sincere and well-meant offers, and 
did not receive the assistance he would have given me, though I 
should bave taken it if my objects were as fraudulent as have been 
pretended. 


Altho’ appointed to the command of the China Ship above 
alluded to, and with the fair prospect of a fortune before me in 
a few years, the then Governor of Bombay, Sir Evan Nepean, bad 
the cruelty to order me away from the country, for no other reason 
than because I had not a License—(having left England without 


any intention, of coming to India, and therefore never thinking of 


applying for one)—tho’ &t the same time his opinion of my charac- 
ter, abilities, and pursuits, was so favorable, that he himself 
placed a commendatory minute of these on record, which was 
Officially transmitted to the Court at Home, as the grounds ofa 
recommendation for a License being sent out tome. ITreturned 
to Egypt with Mr. Babington, made the Syrian Journey, and 
returned again to Bomhay. Capt. Boog was either then there or 
arrived about the same time; and to shew that duriog this period 
of nearly two years, no change had taken place in his favorable 
opinion of me, I subjoin an Extract of a Note received from him 
a few days after my arrival. 

“TI was very happy indeed when I heard of your being bere ; I am 
very anxious to see you, having much to say, and many inqniries to 
make; I have taken a very comfortable Bungalow at Coulaba, where I 
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shall be most happy if you will do me the favour to spend a few days 
with me. Lneed make no apology for not calling npon you immediately, as 
yon are well aware of my being necessarily very much engaged on the first 
day after my arrival. If you are in the Fort in the forenoon, I am al- 
ways to be found at Mahomet Aly's Office, but I shall not be satisfied 
with a short interview ef that kind, and must insist upon your giving me 
the pleasure of your company at my honse fora few days.”—January 
15, 1817. 

: I: is remarkable enough, that the very next Letter which I 
received from Captain Boog, contains an appeal to my love of jus- 
tiee and rectitude, and entreats me to do for him, what every ho- 
nest man must feel a pride in doing for another, be he friend 
-- = foe,—but the delight of doing which for those we esteem can be 
known only by such as have experienced it, The Letter itself 
relates to a private matter in which Captain Boog had become a 
party, and of course I shall keep that in the secrecy which I owe 
itto my own love of jastice to maintain: butthe close of the 
Letter will shew what he thought of me in January, 1817, two 
years and upwards after oar first acquaintance. It is this. 

You may easily conceive how mach I am hurt at the orcurrencee 
of so unpleasant a circumstauce, and how mach reason Ihave to fear 
of its being misrepresented. You, I am sure, will do me the justice to 
believe, that the account whichT gave you yesterday, and what I tell you 
now is perfectly correct—and will do what is ia your power to prevent 
its being cold to any of one friends to my disadvantage.””—Jan., 21, 1817. 

I did Captain Boog this justice, and pat down those who 
misrepresented him, wherever I met them; as I would do again 
were [to hear any ill spoken of him, which I knew he did not 
deserve. Had Captain Boog been influenced by that first maxim 
of Christian morality, to do unto others as he would that others 
should dounto him, he would have followed my example, and 
have done me the justice which he has more than once received 
at my hands. But that account must be settled with his own 
conscience: itis no longer an affair of mine. 

Whatever he had deposited in my bosom, in that confiden- 
tial intercoarse—which it is not necessary for me to say ex- 
isted between as, since his Letters prove it, and these he 
will not deny—I, as an honest and honorable man, bave 
kept in that secrecy which no subsequent change of opinion 
ean justify any man in betraying. Of me, he has not only pablished 
that which I might have toid him, but has added other matters 
which 1 did not and could not have said, which have no foundation 
whatever, and which it is as disgraceful for any man to publish 
as it is discreditable to any one to sit down deliberately to write. 
This, however, must be quite satisfactory to every one, that what- 
ever I may have said of any part of my former life to Captain 
Boog, whatever he may have heard from my lips or that of others, 
up to the early part of the year 1817, when his last Letter to me 
is dated, when our acquaintance had been of two years duration, 
and when we separated for the last time on terms of the gereat- 
est friendship, —if he be not the greatest Hypocrite in existence, 
and more double-faced than either Mr. Barker, Mr. Bankes, or 
Mr, Burckhardt,—such knowledge, whether of my early or my 
Jater history, could have made no change in his favourable and 
friendly opinions of me; since up to that period when-our inter- 
course ceased, he esteems me so highly as to insist on my coming 
to live with him for some days, and makes me the depositary 
of his confidence, me the agent of setting his friends right with 
regard to misrepresentations that had gone al road respecting him, 
and me the channel of advocating his cause and rendering him 
justice in the eyes of others! If shame and remorse can be felt for 


any thing, Captain Boog must feel it on contrasting this with his 


attempts to degrade me in the estimation of mankind now. He 
began here, by doing a generous act, that of endeavouring to lessen 
it possivle the weight of odiam which lay on the memory of a 
man he esteemed, His gencrous intention was met by a_ corres- 
pondent feeling on my part, and as the action was a well 
meant and an honorable one, I need not and do not repent 
it. Had Captain Boog rested here, his name would never 
have been called in question. Bat after a month’s sileuce, which 
every One mustinterpretas invicating satisfaction, he joined the 
outers raised by the pretendes Friend of Bankes, and what he had 
not the firmness to do alone, he does when backed by others: 
he acknowledges that in consequence of the Appeal of Bankes’s 
Friend he again enters the field; and not content with chdearor- 
ing to whitewash Mr, Burchhards’s deeds, be joins the rest in cn- 
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deavoring te blacken mine: he goes back even tothe years of 
boyhood, be drags before the world, what if even told to him; 
must have been in moments of the most iaplicit confidence, 
and which can have no relation whatever to subsequeut events 
in manhood:—he violates every bond that men hold sacred 
among each other: and blind with rage and disappointment, and 
rendered furious by defeat, he adds to his own shame, confusion, 
and discomfiture, by making the last of his acts more violent 
and unjustifiable than any that have gone before, till he is in the 
condition of that man who combined with seven other spirits 
more wicked thao himself, and became in his last state infiuitely 
worse than at first. 


These are facts on which the world will not fail to pronounce 
a right opinion: and to their judgment I shall leave them, while 
I return to the Narrative thus for a moment interrupted. 


The nature of the intercourse between Captain Boog and my- 
self up to the period of our parting at Bombay in April 1817, wasthe 
most friendly that could be maintained; and when the celebrated 
“Paper” of Mr. Burckhardt reached Bombay, about Feb. 1817, and 
was shewn to him among others, he was one of those who expressed 
himself most shocked at its violence, and who unhesitatingly con- 
feased that be considered my Reply to the charges it contained, as 
full’and satisfactory. No change took place in his friendly de- 
meanoer; and he knows well that no change took place ia the 
friendly countenance of any of my Bombay Friends, by whom the 
“* Paper” and my Roply to it were seen. He knows that such wag 
his professed friendship for me, after that Paper bad been read 
and answered, that he readily took charge of the 300 Dollars sent 
from Bombay torepay Mr. Burckhardt,—that be took charge ofa 
Copy of my Reply to deliver to him, which he read and approved, — 
and that I accompanicd him out of the harbour on board his owa 
Ship, took a parting dinner while the Vessel was uoder way on 
her voyage to Suez, and after the most friendly iaterchange of 
good wishes, returned with the Pilot who took her oat. 


After parting with Captain Boog on this occasion, I went 
in my own Ship to the Persian Gulph,and on my retorn about 
twelve months after, Captain Boog was still abseat = bat nothing 
had reached Bombay from Suez or Egypt io this interval which 
had changed the opinien of anv one of my Bombay Friends to- 
wards me, If it were in this interval that Captain Boog deliver. 
ed Mr. Burckhardt’s Reply to Mr. Wedderbarnin my absence, 
I can only Say that it produced a more unfavoravle opinion of 
its writer than the first “* Paper” on the minds of those who 
Saw it; since, in retarn for the most generous attempt to retrieve 
a person from error, and to bring him back to reason and truth, 
oaly fresh insults, fresh calumnies, vituperation and abuse, were 
offered ; and, having ouce inflicted injury, it seemed thathe never 
could relent or forgive. What was the fate of that Reply I have 
at this moment ano recollection, auy more than I have of the date 
on which I first received it; but of its merits this may be consi- 
dered a fair test, that not a single Friead in Bombay who had 
before honored me @ith his esteem and confidence, at all chang- 
ed his behaviour towards me; and that Mr. Babington, the 
very best judge of the whole qaestion in dispute, wrote his Let- 
ter to his Brother to defend me from these aspersions, afier hav- 
ing heard the original “* Paper” read to him, efter having seen 
my Reply. and after having also seen the Answer of Mr. Barck- 
hardt which closed our Correspondence ; so that he wrote af- 
ter being in full possession of att that had been written on 
BoTH sides, and then pronounced his opinion of Mr, Burck- 
hardt’s criminality, and of my innocence of all that he had laid 
to my charge, ax far as his knowledge, conviction, and belief 
extended —This document is so important that I trust shall 
be forgiven for republishing it, as promised, here :— 


LETTER AND ENCLOSURE. 
“ My Dear BUCKINGHAM, Tannah, April 4, 1819 


At the request of my brother Benjamin, L have the plea- 
sure to forward: to you the Copy of a Letter which he prepared and 
transmitted to me on asubject immediately counecied with yourseif; and 
I have the more gratification in complying with his wishes, as it affords 
me the opportanity of letting you know how we and the rest of your 
friends in this quarter of India have been getting onsince yon left us, 

Very sincerely your's, 





S. BABINGTON.” 























MIR. BUCKINGHAM S DEFENCE, 








Letter from Benjamin Rabington, Esq. of the H. C. Civil Service, Madras, 
tohis Brother, Stephen Babington, Esq. of the H. 
C. Civil Service, at Bombay. 
My Dear STEPHEN, 

I take up my pen to remark on certain ill founded 
assertions, which have been made public, by Sheik Ibrahim, (Mr. 
BurceHarnr,) of Cairo, apparently for the purpose of injering the eha- 
sacter of Mr. Buckingham, and I wish to make you the medinm of com- 
manuicating to his frieads at Bombay what I am about to say ia refuta- 
tion of them ; as well because yor are acquainted with most of those 
concerned, aud are interested in the welfare of my companion, as that 
you may exercise your discretion in correcting any of my expressions 
which appear to you mispiaced or intemperate. 


T am in possession of Mr. Backingham’s Answer to Sheik Ibrahim, 
and the consequent Reply of the latter, The Paper ‘ on Backingham” 
was also once read to me, but I have it uot at band, which I regret, be- 
eause I shat! not perhaps be able from memory to state ail that might oc- 
cur to me on a deliberate examination of the accusations. 


Tt wonld be going ont of my way to touch on any facts bat those 
regarding which my testimony as an eye-witness must be held worthy of 
come credit; but to withhold my evidence on these, would not only be 
unjest to Mr. Buckingham, but, as I am especially called. ou, a disap- 
peintment to Sheik Ibrahim himself, 


You cannot but be aware that my mind was directed to the going home 
overland, long before [knew even of Mr. Buckingham’s existence. Be- 
fore I left Madras, I received a letter from you, stating the practicability 
of the route, and in the first page of my Journal written abont the same 
time, the opportunity afforded of getting to Bassoraor the Red Sea is 
mentioned as one cause of my proceeding first to Bombay. T am willing 
to admit that an account of the entertainment I should’ receive by the 
way had some effect in determining my choice ; but I deny that it was a 
false account, for I verified on experiment all I beard. Mr, Bucking. 
hain’s descriptions, if I mistake not, were given at atime when he had 
no intention of going to Egvpt, aud my inclination to take the Red Sea 
route was still strong when he was likely tobecome Master of the Wel- 
lesly :* surely then,he stands exonerated from any sinister design in draw 
‘ing a lively picture of the scenes he had jnst been delighted by visiting. 


For Sheik Ibrahim’s attention tome while in Cairo, I am very 
much obliged to him, They were snch as one Gentleman would be likely 
to pay another, and which 1 should much wish an opportunity to return. 
He finds fanit with Mr. Backingham, however, for having left me on his 
hands : and he certainly does not increase my debt of gratitude by the 
remark, Bntlet us examine how far itis correct. Mr. Buckingham 
lodged me inthe Catholic Convent, where I messed, and was provided 
with every thing I needed, and the Sheik was merely requested to give 
me advice respecting my visits to the Pyramids, &e. and to introdace 
me to his acquaintance among the Franks ; surely there was nothing 
very difficult in the task of hospitality he had thus to perform, 


He pretends, indeed, that in his character as an Arab it was 
peculiarly dangerous and injarions to bis views to be seen in my compa 
ny ; but how is this borne out by his ceneral conduct? He was in the 
habit of visiting at the bouses of several Franks, whilel was in Cairo, 
and by his owa account he had been often with Messrs. Legh and Smelt, 
as their Work indeed shows ; often with Mr. Bankes, and still oftener 
with Colone) Missett, Sheik Ibrahim cannot serious!y suppose that 
among Arabs he passes for one, [have it from excellent authority 
that he could not open his lips before a native of the coantry witlont be- 
traying that he is a foreigner, If we apply the case to a: foreigner in 
eur awn country, especially if he be an Arab, we shuil feel convinced 
that-it could not be otherwise. There is not, I believe, any doubt in 
the mind of the Natives, certainly not in that of my informer, as to his 
being a Musuiman, since there are Renegadves of all nations, 

I must here observe, that when Sheik Ibrahim mentions my being 


in the same house with him for a fortnight (I think this is his expression) 
it is a mistake or inadvertency. I never lived in the same house with 


him, as my Journals written at the time will shew. He affirms that his ; 


residence with me enabled him to get at the bottom of my opinion of Mr. 
Bockingham ; and that I told bim of my baviug paid all our joint charg- 
es on the way from India to Snez. How far a Gentleman is justified io 
publishing a private conversation involving the opivions of another, I will 
not stop toenguire. I averred to Sheik Ibrabim my belief, that I bad 
borne the greater part of the current expences of our voyage, and that 
the account when balanced would appear much in mv favoar. I also 
coincided with him in thinking Mr. Buckingham’s history so extraordina- 
ry, that it yet required proofs to establish its trath, I qaalified these re- 
marks, however, by saying tbat I had never discovered him in a false- 
hood, and that doubts respecting the state of our acconnts still remained, 
as we had never settled them. This, as faras I recollect of a conversa- 





© A new 74-guo ship built at Bombay, and just launched, to which 1 
was thea about te be appoiuted.—J. S, B. 
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tion whieh took place nearly three years ago, is the substance of what 
passed between us, and I believe we never spoke bat once on the.snbject, 

Ou reaching Alexandria, I found out the error of my calculation 
This arose from my having omitted to take in the expence of provisions 
that had been procured in Bombay for our voyage, which cost a larger 
sum than I had expended on the passage, and tothe purchase of which I 
had not covtribated. Whether these provisions were furnished at Mr, 
Backingham’s or at Mr. Wedderburn’s expence, it was uot my business 
to inquire; but as a proof that the former did not wish to deceive me in 
this respect, I shall kere give an extract from a Letter dated December 
6th, 1815, which he wrote me regarding our accounts, at a time when he 
expected to quit Alexandria before I should arrive there. 


“The account of disbarsements on our Voyage from Bombay to 
Cairo, Ihave lefthere for your inspection. By it you will see that the 
whole sum expended has been 669 Dollars: that the united sum of what 
was paid by Mr. Wedderburn for me in Bombay for our Stock, with 135 
Dollars and Sequins brought fromthence in money, amounts to 884 
Dollars; that the sam advanced by yon atdifferent dates and places specified 
in the account, amounts to 343 Dollars ; and that the ‘balance remaining 
due to you,is therefore by this statement 9 Dollars, or ten incinding 
all fractions.”” 


If we consider the advances made by Mr, Wedderburn as borrowed, 
T cannot perceive that Mr. Buckingham was guilty of the least impropriety 
in charging me with the provisions; it would have been giving them to 
me, not to do so; and all will allow that he was not in circumstances to 
make it laudable or even honest to make mea present, 


T am sorry to observe, lowever, that all which is advanced, as well 
respecting my opinion of Mr. Buckingham, as on the state of our accounts, 
cannot bnt be wilful misrepresentation; for no sooner did [arrive at 
Alexandria, and discover the error that I had labonred ander, than I 
wrote to Sheik Ibrahim, acquainting him in a detailed manner with the 
circumstance, and stating the confirmed belief lL had in my companion’s 
integrity, - ; 

I made no copy of this letter, and I repeat its substance from memo. 
ry, but to the fact of having written it I am ready toswear. * 

As for Mr. Buckingham’s “ brushing up a billof fare to balance 
arrears with me,” I should express myself far otherwise than tempe- 
rately, were I te give way to my feelings regarding that assertion. It 
is at least as severe an attack upon my understanding, as on my Frieod’s 
principles. 

The account that was delivered to me was the original that had been 
written at the time the several charges arose ; and as I was present at 
ail purchases aod bargaius, there could be no deception, 


The very amount of the sum expended is asnfficient proof that the 
acconnt was givenin ; and I feel very confident, though I have long lost 
or destroyed the statement, that I could at this distant period call to 
mind items that could make up at least three fourths of it. 


That I offered to lend Mr. Buckingham a hundred pounds, and even 
pressed him to accept it, is perfectly true, and equally so that he bot. 
rowed only 20 sequins, My desire to serve him woeld not, as he knew 
have been at all lessened by his acceptance of either sum ; nor conld he 
if dishononrable, have had any motive for refusing the larger one. His 
reason for doing so was, as he stated, that he only wanted sufficient 
money tocarry him to Syria, whence his expences were to be paid by his 
employers, as far as India. 


The assertions that he had ill treated and abandoned his wife, and 
that asnbscription has been raised for heron account of her extreme po- 
verty, didnot, I believe, originate with Sheik [brahim ; though by insert- 
ing them among bis owr accusations, he has become responsible for 
their trath, 

Withont enlarging on the improbability that Mr, Buckingham wou 
Airect his endeavours to having that wife whom he had ill-treated and a. 
bandoued, brought out to India (and this I could prove that he has done 
if it were worth while), I shall appeal to the testimony of the Lady her. 
self, who must bé admitted as an incontrovertible evidence in this Case, 
In so doing, I have to apologize to her for quoting passages of her Let- 
ters tome, which I trust she will excuse, on consideration of the end 
which is thus to be answered. Tue following are extracts fram a letter 
dated January 9, 1817: 

‘© You say it is your intention to quit this country for India, about the 
middle of the ensuing Febraary,— What extreme pleasure would it afford 
me, were I so soon to leave it! for, believe me, I am heartily tired of be. 
js 8° long separated from my dearest connections, 

Notwithstanding that I am settled in the bosom of my family,and 
that the happiness of being surrounded by those who are endeared to us 
by the ties of kindred is one of the highest kind,yet it affords but a very 
inadequate compensation for the loss of the society of him who is dearer 

to me than my own existence. I trust we shall net much longer be se. 
parated ; for 1 feelmy own bappiness so essentially interwoven with 
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participation in his fate, that nothing but the hope of our soon meeting 
again affords mea gleam of consolation. Were I to give wav to my 
feelings, I should go on to panegyrize him; but I will wave so unveces- 
sary a task, onder aconviction, that vothing that I might feel or express 
could possibly increase a merit so conspicnoas, and«which L am persuad- 
ed, however highly I may estimate it, I do not view through too magnified 
a meiium, 


“Tt is indeed extremely gratifying to me to observe, that he has 
met with so mnch attention every where, and that even strangers have 
conferred on himthe mostunlimited kindness, a circumstance which will 
alwavs afford the most pleasing recollections. Isincerely hope he may 
remain in India, as L think it will be more advantageous to him. If so, 
you will no doubt meet him on your arrival there ; ‘under this idea I have 
requested Captain —----—-—, if possible, to see vou, and give you every 
information in his power relative to my dear littie Children, that you 
may be enabled to tell their Father how much they are grown, the good 
state of their health, d&ec, 


“ Since Thad the pleasure of hearing from you, I have rec¢ived 
a very long and interesting Letter fiomhim.” &c. 


I have another letter from Mrs, Buckingham, expressing, through- 
out, the same glowing affection for her Husband ; but what I have already 
quoted, willbe suffictent to remove all doubts as to their reciprocal 
feelings. My Letters to Mrs. Buckingham were partly on the subject of 
her affairs ; and ber total silence as to distress, is enough to convince 
that she was never reduced to the straits mentioned by Sheik Ibrahim, 
at least, if hisassertion applies to any period prior to January 1817, 
aud I think his * Paper on Buckingham” is of earlier date: but further, 
I saw Mr. Buckingham’s Sister, Mrs. Humphries, in London, in Decem. 
ber 1816, and though I made particelar inquries respecting his family, 
nothing of the kind was stated. I alsosaw Mrs, Backingham’s friends, 
Mr. Brant and Mr, Hoskins, who, ifmoney was to be advauced for her 
support, would have been no doubt among the first tocome forward. 
Thongh I was consulting with these gentlemen en the very subject of 
Mrs. B.'s affairs, they mentioned not any pecnniary distresses. All 
were silent on this point; while all confirmed the truthof Mr. Bucking- 
ham’s extraordinary history. 


This was to be expected; and the Sheik’s abusive remark, that 
*€ my companion was more fool than rogne,” would indeed have been 
verified, if he had introdaced meto people whom he did not know or 
who were likely to be the means of detecting him in falsehood. 

Itis brought as an accusation against him that hedid not pay 
for his passage to Mocha Captain Maillard can settle this point, by say- 
ing whether any deceit was used by Mr. Buckingham in holding out 
hopes of remuneration for his passage, and whether such remuneration 
be deemed customary between Gentlemen of the same profession. 
Captain Boog also should be called on for his testimony respecting 
the truth of such accusations as refer to events transacted in his pre- 
sence.* 


So extended indeed is the period to'which these accusations apply, 
that even supposing them false, it cannot come within the compass of 
any one person’s positive knowledge that they are so. 


In the foregoing Defence, I may have omitted some poirts, that, 
if my memory served me, I could throwlight upon. If, however, Ihave 
disproved even one unjust accusation, I shall not have taken np my pen 
in vain; fora single falsehood, whether uttered intentionally, or from 
erroneous impressions, must affect the credit of all assertions from the 
same source, and make an impartial judge suspend his opinion at least 
tillhe has heard both sides of the question. 


Icannot close my Letter without expressing my disgust at the 
abusive style of language used throughout the “* Paper on Buckingham ;” 
language, whicheven if applicable to the object against which it was 
levelled, is surely beveath the dignity of a Gentleman to use. If 
we coutrast this abnse with the uncommonly kind expressions of ex- 
treme regard uttered at the very time when the feelings which gave rise 
to the accusations were the strongest, we shall find it diffienit to put 
much faith i, Sheik Toraham’s sincerity in expressing either his regard 
or contempr; and this cirenmstaoce alone, must weaken our confidence 
fm the disinteresteduess of his assertions, 


Believe me, My Dear Stephen, Your very affectionate Brother, 
B. BABINGTON.” 








* Captain Boog was the person who took my Reply to Egypt, who 
read and approved of it before it was sent; and who then considered 
the charges in Mr, Buorckhardt’s “Paper” false and anfounded; who 
took back for me the 300 Dollars to repay Sheik Ibrahim, and whose be- 
haviour to me up tothe period of our parting in Bombay was such as 
to furnish the strongest possible testimony of his considering me an 
innocent, as well as an injured man; unless his thoughts aod deeds were 
at variance with each other, of which of course be alone cau be a 
judge:—J.5. B, 
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‘* P, S. Since writing the above, I have, with much regret, heard of 
the death of Sheik Ibrahim. This circumstance makes it more neces. 
sary than ever that the truth may be known respecting Me. Buckingham’s 
character, because the Sheik’s papers miy do him irreparabie injury—I 
do not think it worth while to alter this Letter.”’ 

I shall not attempt to weaken the value of this testimony 
by adding any comment of my own to a Reply at once so clear, 
so manly, and so entirely in the spirit of an upright witness, a 
perfect gentleman, and a sincere yet conscientious friend. I 
need only mention that upto the latest period of my advices 
from England, three years after this was written, I have no rea- 
son to believe the slightest change has taken place in the opinions 
there expressed. I pass on therefore to the consideration of 
another charge, on which, as all the others, great stress has been 
laid, tho’ its foundation is quite as sandy as all the preced- 
ing ones ;— -_-——— 
XXIL—SELF-INTRODUCTION TO THIS SOCIETY AS 

MR. BURCKHARDT’S BOSOM-FRIEND. 


22d,—I came round to Calcutta in my own Ship, where I arriv- 
ed in June, 1818. In September of the same year, at the suggestion 
of several friends, who thought favourably of my capacity for the 
task, I undertook the duties of a Public Editor, andin October 
following published the First Number of the Catcutta Journat. 
I had by this time digested the materials of the Travels in Pales- 
tine, hada long interview with Lord Hastings, and obtained 
his permission to dedicate the Book to him, had passed many 
days withthe late Bishop, and seen and became iutimate with 
the principal literary characters and families of distinction 
in this city. Tenumerate these particulars not from vanity, 
but for the purpose of challengiug contradiction, when I assert, 
that with the single exception of Lord Hastings himself, I did 
not meet with one individualin this whole city, to whom Mr, 
Burckhardt was koown,—and he was known to His Lordship 
only as ayoung Swiss sent out at the expence of the African 
Asscciation of which Lord Hastings was a Member ;—nor do Ibe- 
lieve bere were teu individuals in Caleutta who had ever Acard 
of Mr. Burckhardt, and certainly not one to whom my caliing my- 
self his Fiiend could have been the slightest recommendation 
whatever. It is asserted, however, by the Frienpor Mr, 
Basxrs, that I introduced myself to this Society as the bosom- 
friend of Mr. Burckhardt, whose esteem I professed to have en- 
joyed up tothe day of his death; and that Iwas received at 
the tablesof several families in Calcutta, as the Friend of this 
Mr. Burckhardt, whom not a single family in Calcutta 
knew or had heard of, either ag a Traveller or a Man! My in- 
treduction to most of the first families of Calcutta were by 
Letters from their Friends at Bombay, Madras, and elsewhere ; 
and beyond this, my acquaintance was never once made with any 
single individual as “the bosom friend” of Mr. Burckhardt, Tn- 
deed it would have been as absurd to look for a kinder reception 
on that account, as frow being a Friend of Mr. Bankes, who was 
then quite as unknown as Mr. Burckhardt to any member of this 
“ limited society,” and who has even now it would seem no bet- 
ter “ FrigxD” init than a man who professes that he has no per- 
sonal acquaintanee with him and no personal regard forhim! and 
who I believe only advocates his cause, and openly calls himself 
his Friend, because he is my secret though bitter Enemy, 


This material charge of my having represented myself 
to this Society, with a view to deccive them and benefit 
myself, as the bosom-friend of Mr. Burckhardt, and as bav- 
ing enjoyed his respect and esteem up to the day of his death 
is, however, as false as every other that has been advanced 
agaiust me, and 1 hope to satisfy even my enemies that Iam not 
guilty of it. When the Prospectus of my Trave!s in Palestine was 
published, Mr. Burckhardt’s death was known to me. Those very 
persons who now cry out against the baseness of my calumniating 
the absent and the dead, will surely applaud my forbearance, from 
the real influence of the feelings which they profess to entertain. 1 
had loved and esteemed Mr. Burckhardtas a bother, —for my pro- 
fessions of regard were ueither hollow or affected. He had striven to 
do me unmerited injury ; and had returned all my subsequent indal- 
gence and forbearance with new aod aggravated insalis, But he 
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was numbered with the dead ; and even had T any Jurking desire 
of vengeance (which I thank God I uever did entertain towards 
even any living being for more than a moment), the thonght of his 
death, and of his being gone to give his last aceeunt before a high- 
er tribunal, would have stayed my hand. 


Do we live among Christiaus, who preach forgiveness of inju- 
ries as the highest of virtues, who tell us to bless those who per- 
secute us, to pray for those who despitefully use os, who enjoin 
us to retarn good for evil, and bid us imitate the example of 
that bright pattern whose last prayer for his murderers was — 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know oot what they do.” Must 
we hear this as the essence of the highest and most sublime mo- 
rality, and shall forbearance towards a dead and deluded enemy 
be accounted a crime? Shame on such Coristians, who know so 
little how to practice what they preach! 


In the Prospectus to the Travelsin Palestine, which was 
a mere Narrative of the events connected with my Journies, 
I spoke of Mr. Burckhardt, as “‘the late lamented and ac- 
complished Traveller,” epithets which were strictly true, and 
he was by none more sincerely lamented than by myself: for 
I believed then, and I believe to this hour, that had be liv- 
ed, a day would yet have arrived when he would have done 
his atmost torender me justice, as I am quite sure I should 
do to any man breathing whom I thought I had wronged. In 
another part of the same Prospectus I spoke of Mr. Burck- 
hardtasmy “ former friend ;” in what sense Lused that phrase I 
donot now remember: it might have been as relating to his death, 
or as relating to his change of sentiment; it is at least capable of 
the Jast interpretation, and Charity would so constraeit: but the 
Malignity which I have to contend against, would of course never 
listen to such areading. Be thisas it may, there is no portion 
of the whole Prospectus which either asserts or insinaates that 
I enjoyed Mr, Burckhardt’s friendship beyond the period there 
adverted to; and thatI did then, his owu Letters unequivocally 
prove. 


The mighty crime of which T have been guilty towards 
this mistaken and deluded individual ts therefore this: that with 
all the recollections of our former intimacy,added to the know- 
lege of his subsequent death, I did not obtrade either upon the 
world os private society, the tale of Mr, Burckhardt’s unwarrant- 
able attempts to ruin and degrade me; and though I never as- 
serted to aay buman being that L enjoyed his friendship apto the 
hour of his death, I was yet so moved to forbearance by the 
knowledge of that sad event, as to bary the injuries he had 
done me in my own }osom, and to speak of his general accom- 
plishments, and general character,as if his conduct to me had 
been blotted out from the record altogether. I am vain enough 
to believe that there are few meu who would bave had the mag- 
nanimity to do this; and that a sallen silence would have been 
all thateven well disposed and ordinarily generous men would 
have observed. But surely those who still hold up Mr. Burck- 
hardt asa venerable (dvingat the age of 30), pure, and immacu- 
late character, and who tax me with base ingratitude for saving 
any thing to his discredit, they should be the last to charge me 
with the crime ef keeping what Idid know to his shame, from 
the public eye, when he was laid in the silent grave! Yet these 
are the very men whoare loudest in their reproaches, Such is 
the blinduess and inconsistency into which hatred planges even 
sensible minds ; likethe intoxication of any other passion, that of 
hatred amounts almost to madness, and never was rage mere 
blind in the direction of its fury than in the present instance. 


In the month of November, 1818, the authentic acconnt of 
Mr. Burckbardt’s death, which had before reached this country 
from Egypt,came to India in a Nomber of the Quarterly Re 
view. This was republished in the Pablic Papers here: and 
obsesving the interest that it then excited, I should have been 
deservediy condemned, if I had attempted to blot the fair fame 
with which bis name was associated, by obtruding his quarrel 
with me opon the world. With the single exception of mvself, 


be may never have bebaved il! to acy one: —he had never met 
with another perhaps of whom he had so much reason to be jean 
lous, if fame asa Traveller iu Palestine were his object; nor 
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with any one from whose frank and unsuspecting disposition he 
had been able to learn so much that was capable of being per- 
verted and distorted to hisinjary. At all events there was now, 
as before, the “still small voice” which whispered that the grave 
contained his earthly remains, and that he was no more able to 
answerin his defeuce, I therefore added to the account of his 
last moments, which appeared in a Letter from Mr. Salt at 
Cairo, several Extracts from my Manuscript Journal, detailing 
all that I coald find interesting relating to Mr. Burckhardt, and 
the history of our meetings on the Nile and at Jedda more par- 
ticularly, inclading all that occurred in the presence and hear- 
ing of Captain Boog.—Even this, however, I introdaced by say- 
ing that “thouch the form and stile of a Journal, written while all 
the impressions it records are yet warm upon the mindy are 
objectionable to some, yet, in our opinion it is this very fresh- 
ness and genuine glow of truth about them, which give to loose 
memoranda of this description, their highest charm; and with 
this belief we choose rather to hazard the imperfections they may 
contain than ALTER A SINGLE PHRAs¥ of the Journal in which they 
are preserved.” Nor did I. I spoke of Mr. Burckhardt, 
as I then found him, and then believed him to be: and left for 
Mr. Barckhardt, Mr. Bankes. and their avowed Friends, the task 
of pronouncing a man atone period every thing that is admir- 
able, and at another every thing that is contemptible—merely 
because they have done him deep and grievous injuries, and 
therefore seck to justify a hatred of which they have not the 
conrage to avow the trne cause, envy of soperior skill and 
industry, and jealousy of the fame and fortune that is likely to 
reward a perseverance in an honest canse and a firmness that 
they know not how to imitate or appreciate. 





Throughout the whole of what I then published, however, I 
never said that I enjoyed Mr. Barckhardt’s friendship or esteem 
up to the day of his death; I spoke of him as an accomplished 
Traveller,and an excellent man, which I was still inclined to 
hone that he might he, notwithstanding the delusion under which 
he laboured with respect to myself: and even still more lately 
I gave it as my opinion that if he had lived, he might have 
been made sensible of his errors,and if so, would have had the 
virtue to endeavour at least to atone for them. This then is the 
way in which I have revenged myself for Mr. Burckhardt’s inja- 
ries to me, by keeping hack the tale of his misdeeds, and suffer- 
ing my respect for the sanctity of the dead, and my remembranee 
of past kindness, to obliterate from my heart every rising desire 
of retaliation that Nature would necessarily prompt. This is my 
crime; andthey who call themselves Christians would denounce 
meas an Onteast for practising at theexpence of many a hard 
struggle, the purest and most sublime virtue of their Creed! 
Shame on such hypocritical perversion of all that is open and 
manjv !! 

Not Jong after this, Captain Boog was in Calcutta: and it 
was then for the first time that I learnt anv change in his senti- 
ments towards me. At that period all that I had said of Mr, 
Borckhardt was before the world, and known no doubt to him 
also, so that if my conduct had appeared so base in giving my- 
selfout as the bosomfriend of an Tadividual who had done all he 
could to express his enmity to me, it was competent in Captaia 
Boog to have undeceived the world at thatearly period, had he 
thonczht it a matter of importance sotodo. He then had an op- 
nortanity of seeing also the Reply of Mr. Babington to the 
Charges of Mr. Barckhardt, written after Mr. Babington had seen 
Mr. Borekhardt’s original Paper and his last Rejoinder: and 
if this made no impression on his mind, it only proves how 
mach less open to conviction it was than the mind of my Friend 
who penned it, and who was the most competent|witness that 
conld be cited in the case. Thad the same desire to retain 
Cantain Baoe’s good opinion as I had to retain Mr. Barckhardt’s : 
and eratitude to both those individan's inflnenced me more 
than it annears either of them conceived, in confining, the 
story of onr differences to my own breast: for I did not even 
commrnieate them to many of my confidential friends: and 
should never have though! of adverting to them ina public Pa- 
per hod F oot been driven to the necessity of either doing this, 
or sufferfng wy reputation to be blasted for ever, 
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XXIII.—CHARGE OF UNJUSTIFIABLE PUBLICATION. 


23d.— Next came the Letter of Mr. Bankes from Thebes, ac- 
cusing me of being about to make use of his Notes, tho’ he knew 
not what t was going to publish ; of ignorance, incapacity, &c. Ke: 
In this Letter, Mr. Bankes admits that Mr. Burckhardt’s Letter to 
him first changed his good opinion of me. He then copies some of 
the mostinsulting expressions of Mr. Burckhardt’s “ Paper’’as ap- 
plied tomyself; andtells me that these sentiments were not confin- 
ed to the pages of a siogle Letter, but that during the last two 
years of bis life this “excellent person” lost no opportunity of 
testifying his contempt and aversion for my eharacter. 


All this, I bore with that calmness and fortitude which it is in 
vain to affect, and which none but the Innocent can know. I assem- 
bled together my Friends, to lay before them certaia accusations, 
which, bad I been guilty, I should have been too happy to have kept 
an inviolable secret, My first step was to prove to them, from Mr. 
Bankes’s own Letters, that much of what he said of me could notbe 
trae; next to shew them my Notes of the Journey made to Jerash 
after our separation; and lastly to produce the Draftsman who con- 
structed the Plan of that City from my own materials, tho’ Mr, 
Bankes insisted on it that it was copied from a Tracing ef his own, 
which on comparison it scarcely at all resembled. When nine of 
the most estimable and respectable members of this Society were 
satisfied on these points, I produced to them also the complete 
Refatation of Mr. Burckhardt’s calamnies,on which Mr. Bankes 
admitted that his contempt was originally grounded, They were 
equally satisfied with this: and every new enquiry only served 
to make their conviction of my innocence clearer and stronger 
than before. 


I was even then arged by many to publish the whole of these 
transactions from beginning to end: but my answer to all such 
intreaties was invariably this: that as one of the individoals 
was absent and the other dead, and as their calamnies against 
me had not been issued to the world through the Press, I should 
for the present content myself with obtaining Notarial’ Copies of 
all these Documents, and send them to England for the purpose 
of counteracting the influence which such misrepresentations 
might be supposed to have there, and await the publication of 
my Book for farther measures. 


This was accordingly done. The Papers were sent home in 
1820, and reached England in TripLicare aboat the beginning 
of the next year. Ihave evidence of Mr. Bankes being in Eng- 
Jand from 1820 op to 1822. Ihave evidence of his having re- 
ecived a Letter from me in June, 1820, which he returned unopen- 
ed; and he was in Town during the whole of the period the Book 
was advertising by Longman and Co. during the time it was pub- 
lishing, and while it was reviewing. He kaew also ofthe transfer 
of the Book from Marray to Longman, and of the latter having 
only consented to pnblish it after a delay of nearly two years, in 
consequence of their entire satisfaction with theirefutation of Mr. 
Bankes’s and Mr. Burckhardt’s calumnies sent home to them. 
Yet during all this time he remains silent. At length comes 
the Quarterly Review, and after my Book had been praised by 
every other periodical publication, spoken of bighly in private 
literary circles, quoted from extensively in Dr. Burder’s new Edi- 
tion of Scriptural Liimstrations, and above all passing into a Se- 
coad Edition within an almost unprecedented short space of time 
for a Book of Travels, the QUARTERLY attempts to stamp it with 
every species of reprobation that the ingenuity and malignity of 
its Conductors could supply. Io their Review, if such a tissue 
of malevolent misrepresentation could be so called, they say, 

** His transactions with Mr, Bankes seem to have been an episode in 
his plan; we have net only the STATEMENT OF THAT GENTLEMAN with 
respect to them, but have seen also the deposition upon oath of his Servants 
that Mr. Buckingham bore no part whatever either in the dispositions or 
the expenses of the Journies beyond the Jordan, that he never made a 
single Sketch during this time, nor had materials for so doing, and has 
moreover been heard to lament his inability; that the Plan which is the 
greund work of that here given of Djerash was made by Mr. Bankes, and 
traced, by bis permission, at a window of the Convent of Nagaeth, by 
Mr. Buckingham, upon a direct promise that it should never be pub- 
lished,” 
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Here is a direct avowal of Mr.. Bankes giving his statements 
and the depositions of his Servants on oath to the Reviewer as 
materiais for his Review. Mr. Bankes is then a party, anda 
principal one, to the calumnies therein contained. Ik is trae that 
his statement and the oathof his Servants, (one an Albanian Re- 
negado, and the other a Portuguese Valet), were equally destitute 
of value :—since incontestible evidence of a much safer kind— 
Mr. Bankes’s own Letters in my possession, and the written testi- 
mony of the Gentlemen in Calcutta—prove my having gone over 
alarge portion of the Country beyond Jordan, not only free of 
Mr. Bankes’s “dispositions or expence.” buat without his com- 
pany, and that he knew of this, and acknowledges seeing my 
Notes on these very portions ;— while the deposition of Mr. Hamil- 
ton of the Surveyor Generai’s Office in Calcutta, and a compari- 
son of the Tracing and the engraved Plan, prove that the one was 
of n0 use whatever in constructing the other! So much for the 
accuracy of this Gentleman’s Statements and his Servants’ Oaths. 
But my object in adverting to this was to shew that Mr. Bankes 
having made himself a party to the caiamnies in the Quarrerty 
Review, (if he did not write the article itself, which 1 still 
think probable), the time for me to repel these calumnies as 
publicly was arrived, and the limits of just forbearance were 
broken down. Jonn Butt indeed sagaciously surmised that 
as none of the Calcutta Papers had re-published this arti- 
cle from the Quarterty Review, I was pot justified in ree 
pelling it through my Paper, or introducing the sabject thro’ 
that chaunel to the Indian Public - Profound Reasoner!—Why, 
for one Copy that is circulated of the Jonn Butt, there is 
perhaps a handred of the Quarterty Review and its articles 
are copied and recopied from Paper to Paper in all quarters of 
the civilized world, till perhaps a million of impressions may 
be made in the aggregate, of any article that bas the particolar 
charm of personality and malignity like that on the “ Trayels in 
Palestine” to recommend it, I was bound therefore to repel these 
calumaies without delay, and in the most public manner possible, 
My own Paper was the only channel in which I could hope to do 
this effectaaily in India, and that I accordingly chose. In enter- 
ing on the subject it was necessary to goto the root. With a 
fairness and honesty therefore, seldom seen in Literary Contro- 
versy, I re-published the whole Article from the Review, and 
never perhaps were its mere Criticisms made to appear mere 
contemptible than on that occasion,-—In entering into the moral 
charges, ITcould do no less than publish all the Notarial Doca- 
ments relating to them; and as Mr. Bankes in his Letter from 
Thebes had made Mr. Burckhardt’s calumnies the ground of bis 
original hatred to me, and laid considerable stress on the autho- 
rity of ** that excellent man” as he called him, I was also bound 
to show that his authority was not to be relied on, and to intro- 
duce Mr. Babington’s Letterto his Brother as the safest and 
most unexcepfionable refutation that could be offered. 





XXIV.—CHARGE OF INGRATITUDE, 


24th.—This brings me, therefore, to the charge of Ingrati- 
tude,which is urged against me,for having, itis said, grataitously 
and unnecessarily brought before the Public the misdeeds of 
one who had relieved me when in distress!—Surely never 
was such a perversion of terms as this—JZ, who had, in me- 
mory of this man’s former kindness and friendship, exercised a 
forbearance almost above humanity—J, who had returned all 
his insults with mildness and expostulation—J, who when he 
had eyen reiterated his insults and added fresh injuries to those 
he had before inflicted, still buried them in my,,own bosom, 
because the grave contained bis earthly remaing and. another 
world his perhaps repentant spirit—J, who had literally blessed 
him who had persecuted me, done good to him wha spoke only 
evil of me,and prayed for him who had despitefally used me—J 
to be eharged with ingratitude, because I would nat also seffer 
wy own reputation to be blasted for ever rather than disturb the 
repose of the dead hy which alone I could with jastice defend 
my good name! Of all the hy pocritieal affectations of my Enemies 
Ik now of none that equals this. When I abstained from intrud- 
ing on the world, without extreme pecessity, the story of Mr. 
Burckhardt’s unjust treatment of me, I am called an artful 
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impostor, covered with falsehood and iniquity, because I keep these 
injuries to myself! When the extreme necessity arrives, and, as 
either my fair fame and honest reputation or Mr, Burckhardt’s 
memory must be tarnished, I put forth in the most temperate and 
well attested form thetrue state of the case, kam then called a 
villain and assassin, because I tell these injories to the world!! 
Never, never, surely, was prevarication and crookedness so 
marked as this! 


At length, some few months after this publication, Captain 
Boog addressed me a Note, saying I had committed an error in 
stating that Mr. Barckhardt’s “‘ Paper” was circulated at the time 
he was writing me friendly Letters ; as the change in his senti- 
ments was subsequent to this by a month or two, and arose from 
the canses already detailed, and calling on me to correct as far 
as I could the impression which this seeming duplicity had no 
doubt made to Mr. Burckhardt’s prejudice. What was the re- 
salt? At the sight of a name so familiar to me as that of a man to 
whose kindness I probably owed my life, when taken en board his 
Ship in an almost dying state at Jedda: and at the thought also 
of having possibly borne too heavily on the memory of an- 
other former friend, who was numbered with the dead, my heart 
relented. I yielded aready assent to what I believed to bea 
just and knew and felt to be a grateful task, and I accord- 
ingly wrote in my Paper of the follewing day, an article of 
the most coneiliatory nature, such as I never could have been 
prevailed on to think due'to any, but a man now in the grave, 
who had perhaps repented of the injuries he had done me before 
his last breath escaped, and who at least was gone to his last 
account before another and a higher tribunal. This conciliato- 
ry and exculpatory article I closed with the following sentence : 


“But, as we before observed, we rejoice as much as any one could 
possibly do, as the opportunity offered us to remove avy portion of error 
that is capable of correction; and having always regarded Mr. Burck- 
hardt as one of the most promising Travellers of the age, aud long es- 
teemed him as aman, our regret at any change of sentiment, more 
particularly when arising trom misapprehension and error, is only height- 
ened by this association. We lament that he did uot live to prosecute 
his intended discoveries, as well as to be convinced, as we believe he 
wonld have been had his life been spared, of his having yielded too 
readily to false impressions, when we are satisfied he would have 
promptly avoided his conviction.” 


What was the return I received for this, by those toowho 
dwelt so loudly on my Ingratitude? Captain Boog, after remain- 
ing silent a whole month, from which every reasonable person 
would infer that complete satisfaction had been rendered, and that 
nothing more was intended to be demanded, joins in the train of 
the pretended Frienp of Bankes, (who is of course no Impostor, 


tho’ he calls bimself one of the Friends of aman with whom he ; 


admits he has no personal acquaintance, and for whom he has no 
personal regard), and they play into each other’s hands with Scraps 
and Extracts of Letters, without name, date, or any of those at- 
tested securities with which I had stamped every Document 
brought forward in my Defence: and lay hold of the most trifling 
circumstances to make some impression or even some diversion 
in their favour. 


It is really likethe Vultures of the Desert trying with 
their beaks to make an impression on the Pyramids. They 
may detach a loose fragment here and there, but the proad mass 
stands firm on its base from which no human power can shake it. 
They have made the mighty discovery that a Paper was scen, 
though from some error it was said notto have been seen; and 
they have corrected the exact period of its first circulation. They 
havedoubted whether I had a Binnacle Compass or a Pocket one, 
and whether Mr. Palmer is satisfied or not, But what have they 
done to overtarn one tittle of the Evidenee on which the whole case 
rests?—I answer, AssoLuTELy Notuinc, The accusations of Mr. 
Burckhardt and Mr. Bankes remain exactly where they stood 
on the 15th of August last, when the refutation of them was first 
made public; that refutation is founded on Evidence of the most 


invalnerable description, and if Fifty Buxts, with all the Functi- ; 


onaties of India to back them, and alt the influence of all the 
Great Men and Women of the Earth—not to say of India merely— 
were exerted to everthrow it, they would fail; since it has 


; 
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Candour and Innocence for its origio, Truth for its basis, and Jus- 
tice for its end. 





Is it for these transactions, in a distant country, with men 
unknown and in the ordinary sense of the term frieudless bere? 
or is it for events still farther back, and still unveiled tothe pry- 
ing gaze of an anxious and expectant world, that the call is 
made, for every man to lift his hand against me? for every 
assassin to have his secret stab at my name and reputation 
in the dark? Is it for a series of struggles and exertions, ef 
which few can produce so long and unexceptionable a catalogue 
amidst the pressure of every thing appalling and discouraging to 
perseverance, that the call is made to hunt me from the civilized 
world, and draw the daggers of every man against my single bosem? 


No!—No!—There are deeper-seated causes of hatred to 
me than this: and the passion burns stronger in the breasts of 
men who never heard of Bankes and Burckhardt before, and who 
do not value their reputation a jot, thanin the breasts of those 
poor deluded Instruments whom they have first seduced to arm, 
and then pushed into the front of the battle. 


Itis the “ Freepom or tHe Press” which is the object 
of all this hatred and scorn: that Freedom which it was the 
fashion for every one to eulogize as the greatest of blessings, when 
Authority, Power, Rank, Place, and Patronage were the ban- 
ners that @oated over it:—and which it is now the fashion to 
denounce as the greatest of curses, by these subservient Slaves 
who would lick the dust beneath the feet of their Masters, and 
whose tone is changed, because the banners by which the Free 
Press of India was first protected, have beea since unhappily 
abandoned, deseried, fallen, and ignominiously farled, by the very 
hands that were the first to unfold and wave them in pride and 
exultation over our heads, 


Tiis is the secret cause of the murderous and death-exci- 
ting irritation with which the warfare of its Enemies is now car- 
ried on, They have seen that as far as the Press is engaged, 
‘the blood of Douglas can protect itself:” they have seen 
that whether in the Vestry Room, the Couacil Chamber, the Court, 
or the Field, whenever it became the duty of its Friends to meet 
their Opponents, they never shrunk, as long as the grounds of 
contest were fair and honorable. They have seen Six succes- 
sive Newspapers disappear from the arena of publication before 
the influence of that Press which was the first to assert, the 
most strenuous to defend, and will I trast be ever the most 
faithfal to maintain its Freedom. They have seen Six successive 
Editors beaten and discomfited in their management of a Paper 
which has reserved to itself the peculiar disgrace of courting, 
hugging, and rejoicing in its political chains ; while, with demo- 
niac fury, it goes about like one possessed of devils, whom no 
bonds can bind, tearing asunder all those ties which render pri- 
vate life and honorable confidence sacred. They have seen all 
this, and therefore they bate and would no doubt triumph in the 
destruction of that Press which I conduct, and in the disgraec of 
ali those who consceintiously lend their aid to maintain its honour- 
able freedem. 


If any doubt remain as to this being the only true cause of 
the hatred and persecution against me, I entreat the Reader’s 
attention to the following confession in the very last of the Series 
of Letters written by Tue Frienp of Bankes, wherein he freely 
explains what were the motives that led him to this contest, for 
which the names of Bankes and Burckhardt were mere conveni- 
ent watch-words. He says:-— : 


“Tt was also my aim to draw the Journacist forth in all bis strength; 
and those who remember his SomeTHING iN Sete Derenee, must, like 
myself, have anticipated a fierce and formidable contest. Itis not my 
fault that pnblic expectation has not been gratified ; aud had my only ob« 
ject been to silence the wordy Journalist, I had long ago retired from pub- 
lic notice. —Had it been to gratify public curiosity, it would hardly have 
been deemed a very worthy motive :—had it been to ‘eed the revenge of 
those who have suffered under the lash of Mr. Buckingham’s pen, it 
would have desired the a reprehension.—They do me injustice, 
who ascribe my appearance if the arena to any such motive. I have 
aimed at higher objects than these; whether I have attained them remains 
to be seen—I have at least attempted at stem a current of licentioueness, 
issuing from a Press boasting to be Free; and employing its freedum 
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m snoing the seeds of every thing diswderly and disreputable among all ranks 
and dend,nixations of Evglishmen in India, suiting public aathority with an 
effroutery, that, tulerated alittle longer, cannot fail to shake it tu its foua- 
dations, — and in ungratefually vilifying the grace to which it owes its liber- 
ty. © The Indian Public may still choose to drink from the stream ; but 
I deemed it a duty, and a service, to warn society, of the poison, which 
it draws from a contaminated source. The phenomenon of a JouRNALIST 
veuting his seutiments without the aid of a Censor is but new in India: and 
it was manifest that in this conntry, such aman might prove the instra- 
ment of incalculable evil—Ia looking around me, I beheld the evils, that 
might be feared, actually occurring. I saw them insinuating themselves 
into the very stroughvld of our power, and possibly paving the way 
for an event, which the enemies to this power have hitherto attempted 
in vain, Entertaining these views, Tue ConpucTtor oF sUCHA Press 
BECAME IN MY EYES A Pustic Enemy;—and resting bis power, as he 
did, as well on his character as his prineiples, his REPUTATION BECAME 
AFAIRANDA LEGITIMATE OBJECT OF ATTACK, and its overthrow a sub- 
ject of honest triumph to every lover of his country.—If, in the course of this 
argument, I have shaken this reputation, I must, on his principles, have 
necessarily weakened his arguments, and paralysed the evil influence of 
his doctrines. Were I called upon to combat these doctrines ia them- 
selves, I should not shrink from the task ; mor should } fear being able 
to prove, that the Freepom oF THE Press which he advocates is inconsis- 
tent with the Government auder which we live, and would prove the 
worst of evils that could overtake us. While the Press in India is in the 
hands of honourable men, freedom from Censorship mast prove a Bles- 
sing ; and it is due in justice to the Gentlemen connected with it to say, 
that with the solitary exception of the JourNattst, this blessing has 
not been abused. He alone has converted it iato a Curse,” 


Here, then is the secret of all this blood-thirsty and devour- 
ing persecution, The Freepom or THE Press is the Monster 
that is hated! and a JournnaList venting his sentiments without 
the aid of a Censor, isthe Man that is to be denounced!! Any 
Conduetor of such a Press, who dares do his daty to his country 
or mankind, isthe Pusiic Enemy to be expelled fiom Society! 
and if the good character he enjoys, gives weight to bis principks, 
his reputation is then a fair and legitimate object of attack, and 
its overthrow a subject of honest triumph to every lover of his 
country!!! 


Never was any thing so monstrous as this ushered tothe 
world through any Press till now: written by the very hand that 
affects to oppose licentiousness, and paints the principles of the 
Catcurta JouRNAL as converting a blessing into acurse! My 
encmies have tried every method to effect my ruin and have failed. 
In every contest with Authority, I have had reason and public 
s}mpathy ou my side. Inthe great struggle made before the 
common Tribuual of our Country, I had the Verdict of an honest 
Jury, and the cheers of a crowded Court, to grace my triumph, 
In my Editorial contests it has been my fate to see Papers sink 
into annibilation, and Editors retire in defeat or dissatisfaction ; 
while I have had the cordial support of thousands of my fellow- 
countrymen in India, to sustain me in my uowearied labours. 


Strong in all these points, a band of moral assasins ap- 
pears, atthe head of whom ranks one who avows that because 
my character gives weight to my principles, and because my 
principles cannot be shaken by any other means, it is fair, legi- 
mitate, and bonoura ble, to attack, to overthrow, and to ruin 
that character, and he calls onevery miscreant like himself to 
join bimin this dark and murderous purpose ! 


Calcutta, 
Saturday Night, Dec. 21, 1922. } 
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If there be yet British blood in the veins of my countrymen; 
if their hearts swell with Britishfeeling; if Trath, Justice, Ho- 
nor, and High-mindedness be yet reckoned among their virtues; 
and ifthe dearest rights of British subjects have any value in their 
eyes, I know they will not suffer them to be trampled on. 
For myself, individually considered, I ask no aid, no sympathy, 
no support.—I am strong in my Innocence and Integrity, and 
can face ahost. But for that Freedomof Thought and Speech, 
which alone can give dignity to Man, or distinguish the Free 
from the Slave, for that Cause which must be ever dearto British 
bosoms, for the preservation of that“ noble spirit to be found only 
in men accustomed to indulge and express their honest senti- 
ments,” I do implore their general co-operation, their countenance, 
their protection, and their support.—I ask it first, of that Noble 
Lord, who first taught usto revere and cherish this proud spirit 
in an Indian clime, I ask it of those Honorable Councillors who 
stood by approving when they heard that Noble Lord’s Eulogium 
on Public Scrutiny and an Unshackled Press pronounced. I ask 
it of those High Fanctionaries who themselves joined in the ge- 
neral encouragement and applause bestowed by India, England, 
and cven America, on the Emancipation of our minds from Asiatic 
Slavery. Lask it of that extended Civil Service, to whom a Free 
Press ought to be valuable, if it be well to distinguish active merit 
from indolent incapacity. Lask of that proud Army, whose Chief was 
the first to set the proud example; and to whom the Press that 
records their deeds of valour aud holds them up to the admir- 
ation of the present age as well asof posterity, ought to be, and 
must be dear. I ask it of every Briton who remembers the 
history of his country, who reveres her constitution, or who respects 
her laws. And above all, IT ask it of every Philanthropist and 
Christian, to whom the spread of knowledge and of virtae, the 
increase of morality and happiness on the Earth, are dear; for to 
the Freedom of the Press, these have been, and must still be, more 
indebted than to any other human eause, 


I implore them all to watch over this Talisman, by whick 
every thing Great and Good may be effected ; and for all the 
abuses of which, the Law, administered by an upright Jadge 
and honest Jury, provides abundant remedy. I ask them 
not to think of me, but of that noble Cause of Civil and Moral 
Liberty, which spurns the chains and shackles of the Soul, and 
fulfiis the high behest of Heaven, in bidding the Mind be free. 
It may bemy fate to quit India, or to end my existence, 
before a few brief days are past; bat whether [am spared to 
live, or mingled with the dust, the Cause of Freedom ‘must he 
dear to all who feel that they possess an Immortal Spirit, When 
that Spirit is rendered up to God who gave it, it will be my pride 
to remember that it never lent its aidto Tyranny, to Persecution, 
or Proscription: it will be my pride to remember that for Insults 
and Injuries, [did my best to retarn Forbearance and Forzive- 
ness; it will be my pride to remember that I opposed the iron rod 
of Oppression, stemmed the torrent of Prejudice, and long and ar- 
dently toiled to promote the cause of Public Virtue and Intellec- 
tual Liberty. Task only of others the fulfilment of those daties, 
whether public or private, which I strive zealously and I hope 
successfully to perform: and if they answer the call, the 
proud Cause, of which I am the fervent though humble advo- 
cate, is yet safe from all the machinations of its most devoted 
enemies, and as loug as that Cause prospers I shall be happy. 


J. S. BUCKINGITAM, 
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